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Biography/History:  
Adolph M. Hanson was a physician and researcher from Faribault, Minnesota. He won a 
Minnesota State Medical Awards gold medal for his exhibit on the biological effects of thymus 
and pineal extracts. He went on to patent his methods and related concepts on the extract of the 
parathyroid gland, the royalties from which he donated to the Smithsonian Institution. Hanson 
was the son of Martin G. Hanson and grandson of Osten Hanson, past president of the Hauge 
Synod. Hanson held the rank of major in the Sanitary Commission during World War I. 
 
Scope and Content:  
Papers of a Faribault, Minnesota, physician: poems, correspondence, and articles dealing 
largely with his invention of, and the patent on, his extract of the parathyroid gland.  
 
Access Rights: 
This collection is open to research. 
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Box​ Folder​​ Description  
1​ 1​ ​ Correspondence regarding thymus and carcinoma, 3 October​ ​
​ ​ ​ 1930-December 1931 
1​ 2​ ​ Correspondence, 23 March-30 December 1931 
1​ 3​ ​ Correspondence, 5 January 1932-8 January 1933 
1​ 4​ ​ Articles and correspondence, 1924-28 February 1934 
1​ 5 ​ ​ Articles and correspondence, 1 March-28 October 1934, 2 August 1942 
1​ 6​ ​ Reprints of medical articles written by Hanson, 1919-1937 

Certificate from the Faribault Junior Chamber of Commerce, 1936 
Certificate Awarding a Gold Medal, Class 1 from the American Medical​

​ Association to Hanson,1937 
1​ 7​ ​ Poems "Man" and "Apologia ad Rem," 1941, 1942 

 



 

2​ 1​ ​ "Glandular Physiology and Therapy," 1935 
Hanson article on page 373 

2​ 2​ ​ "Practical Helps in the Study and Treatment of Head Injuries" by Adolph​
​ ​ ​ M. Hanson, 1925 
2​ 3​ ​ "New and Nonofficial Remedies," 1935 

Hanson article on page 336 
2​ 4​ ​ United States Patent Office brief and testimony on behalf of Adolph M.​
​ ​ ​ Hanson, 1930 
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