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About Rogaland og Vest-Agderlag:
Organized in Bellingham, Washington, 1917.

Past presidents include:

Herman Andersen (1917-20, 1929-30, 1935-36)
Peter Omdal (1920-22)

Rev. Torleif Ove (1922-24)

Rev. M.L. Nesvig (1924-27, 1939-42, 1927-28)
H. Savik (1927-28)

John Omdal (1928-29)

G.R. Haukali (1930-33, 1938-39)

Rev. M.M. Christensen (1933-36)

N.N. Hagenes (1936-38)

Rev. Jonas Helland (1946-47)

Peter Omdal (1947-57)

L. Overland (1957-59)

John Husveg (1956-61)

Alfred Lee (1961-62)

J.J. Aarstad (1962-)

Past secretaries include:

H.B. Halvorsen (1917-20)

Caroline Ostraat (1920-27, 1929-36)
Sigurd Stakkestad (1927-28)

Mrs. O Moe and Petra Birkrem (1928-29)
Martha Haaland (1936-47)

Marie Sola (1947-59)

Sina Rorheim (1956-59)

Turid Larsen (1959-)



History of the Bygdelag:

Papers of "bygd" societies and their Common Council ("Bygdelagenes Fellesraad"), clippings,
constitutions, correspondence, minutes and financial records, pamphlets, pictures, programs,
and reports, dealing with conventions, officers, special projects, and the Norse-American
Centennial of 1925. The bygdelag, organized around the turn of the century, are societies based
on regional origins in Norway. They were active in the Eidsvoll Centennial in 1914 and the
Norse-American Centennial in 1925. While activity dropped off after the beginning of World War
I, a revival began in the 1980s as a result of renewal of ethnic interest, and with emphasis on
family history. Odd S. Lovoll's "A Folk Epic; The Bygdelag in America" (NAHA, 1975), which
includes a bibliography of lag publications.

Papers of the various "bygdelag," "social organizations of (Americans) from the same homeland
district, usually rural" which began in 1899 with the organization of the Valdres Samband. About
fifty other lag with national-wide appeal were formed, as well as many others which were more
local. They held annual "stevner" (meetings) and many published periodicals, yearbooks, or
monographs which often contained extensive genealogical materials. A decline came after
World War Il, with a revival in the 1970s particularly through renewed emphasis on genealogical
research.

A Council of Bygdelags (Bygdelagenes Faellesraad) coordinates activities of the groups. They
were very active in the Eidsvoll centennial celebrations in 1914, and the Norse-American
Centennial in 1925. Holdings for the various lag vary, but usually include clippings of newspaper
articles about their meetings, correspondence, programs, and copies of their publications,
duplicates of library holdings, in the periodical and book collections (monographs and annuals
included in the latter). In some cases regional associations are included with the national
groups, and in others separate groups which later merged are included under the merged
name.

Access Rights:
This collection is open to research.
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Box Folder Description
33 7 Rogaland og Vest-Agderlaget and Stavanger Amt (County) Laget, circa
1917-1967, 1984

Includes clippings/articles; programs; constitution; officer list;
stevne list (includes location and dates); history of Rogaland and
Vest Agderlaget, topics include: flags and banners, the founding of
Rogaland and Vest Agderlaget, and milestones/important
moments in their history, circa 1917-1967; member list (includes
birth places), 1917; biographies (written in Norwegian) of Nils



Nilsen Hagenes, Karoline Ostraat Nygren, Martha Haaland, Bernt
Tobias (B.T.) Gabrielsen, Petra Birkrem, Lars Omdal, Oselius
Egesten, Peder Omdal, Thorleif J. Ove, [Janas] Helland, Ola E.
Sola, L.R. Overland, Oscar August Jacobsen, Charlie J.
Gundersen, G.R. Haukeli, Andreas Herman Andersen, Milton
Luther Mesvig, [Joakin or Joakim] J. Aarstad, Olaf [Finnestad],
[Jorunn] Haaland, Marie Lerbrek, [Turid] Larsen, Bergitte Boe,
Njede Siqveland, Gunnar [Mahn[in]], Martin ([Tjotta]) Larsen, Peter
Louis [Lind]; photographs: J.J. Aarstad, Karoline Ostraat Nygren,
Charlie [Gundersen].



