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Vesterheim Museum papers, 1923-2004

Collection Number:
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Extent:
2.4 cubic feet (6 archive boxes)

Biography/History:

Vesterheim Museum, officially known as Vesterheim, the National Norwegian-American
Museum and Folk Art School, is a renowned cultural institution in Decorah, lowa, dedicated to
preserving and celebrating the history, art, and traditions of Norwegian immigrants in the United
States. Founded in 1877 as a collection at nearby Luther College to document the
Norwegian-American immigrant experience, it has grown into one of the most comprehensive
museums in the country devoted to a single immigrant group, housing more than 33,000
artifacts and a Heritage Park of historic buildings that together showcase the breadth of
Norwegian-American life and culture. The museum also operates a vibrant Folk Art School,
offering classes in traditional crafts like rosemaling, woodworking, fiber arts, and more, fostering
both preservation and creative evolution of these arts. Vesterheim’s name, meaning “western
home” in Norwegian, reflects its mission to connect visitors with the stories, heritage, and
creative legacy of Norwegian Americans.

Scope and Content:
Collection of membership directories, bulletins, correspondence, and publication materials for
Vesterheim Museum in Decorah, lowa.

Access Rights:
This collection is open to research.

Bibliographic Citation:
[Indicate the cited item here]. Vesterheim Museum Papers. Norwegian American Historical
Association, Northfield, Minnesota.

Box Folder Description

Nordic Fest: Programs, guides, brochures, flyers, 1980-1989
Clippings, 14 July 1896-1969

Clippings, 1970-2002

Articles, 1923-2003

lowan, Palimpsest, 1963-1977

Photographs, undated
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Miscellaneous, 1974-1998
Includes: Membership card of Charlotte Jacobson (1974);
Envelopes with Nordic Fest postmarks (1981-1983).

Brochures from the Museum, undated

Museum Centennial, 1977

Programs, 1965-1996

Events, Schedules of Events, 1989-2004

Nordic Brunch, 1977-2004

Contract with Luther College (1969), and other documents, 1964-1978

Board Meeting Minutes, 1964-1978

Board Member Lists, undated

Executive Committee, 1964-1981

Vesterheim Fellows, 1977-1984

Membership Directories, 1972-2003

Insider Bulletin, 1965-1966

Letters to Members, 1970-1996

Correspondence, J. Jergen Thompson, 1947

Correspondence, Lloyd Hustvedt, 1957-1969

Correspondence, Lloyd Hustvedt, 1989

Financial Reports, 1965-1996

"Fund Raising Potential", 1965

Fundraising Information, 1965-1977

Fundraising, General, 1929-1999, undated

Solicitations for Membership, undated

New Museum Building, 1965-1970

King Olav V Endowment, 1983

Gerhard B. Naeseth Chair for Genealogical Research and Publication,

2002

Fundraising Campaigns, 1989-2003

Publications of the Museum, undated

Newsletters, 1965-2004

Catalogs, brochures, and flyers from the Museum Store, 1979-2003,

undated

Information regarding craft lessons, tours, etc., 1967-1994, undated

Information regarding craft lessons, tours, etc., 1995-2004

Nordic Fest: Programs, guides, brochures, flyers, 1967-1979

Nordic Fest: Programs, guides, brochures, flyers, 1990-2002
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