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Biography/History:

Papers of the Norwegian Immigration Sesquicentennial document the 1975 commemoration
held in both Norway and the United States, marking 150 years since the arrival of the
Restaurationen in New York with the first group of Norwegian immigrants, known as the
“Sloopers.” In the United States, five regional commissions were established, based in New
York, Chicago, Ottawa (lllinois), Minneapolis, and Seattle. A National Coordinating Committee
oversaw collaboration among these groups and maintained ties with the organizing committees
in Norway. The American celebrations featured a wide range of church, cultural, educational,
entertainment, and sporting events, all widely covered in the press. The highlight of the
commemoration was the tour of King Olav V of Norway, who visited each of the regional centers
between October 2 and 29, 1975.

Scope and Content:

Clippings, correspondence, publicity materials, photographs, minutes, and other records from
the 1975 Norwegian Immigration Sesquicentennial. The collection reflects the work of the
central commission and its regional subgroups. Events in Chicago, Minneapolis, and New York
are especially well documented, though activities from other cities across the United States are
also included.
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Description
Clippings from Norwegian newspapers
Includes information on Norwegian commemorations, and
“Gudbrandsdal og Amerika: 150-arsjubileet for den norske
utvandring til Amerika 1825-1975.”
Clippings from Norwegian and American newspapers
Remarks by Hubert Humphrey, ceremony commemorating the
sesquicentennial of Norwegian migration to the US, Stavanger, Norway,
1975 July 4
Pamphlets
Includes: Norwegian American 1975 Sesquicentennial
Association, Norwegian American Sesquicentennial Service Book,
Haslum School Boys’ Brass Band, Cleng Peerson (Alfred Hauge),
Hoymesse i Stavanger Domkirke Sendag 6 Juli 1975 ved
Utvandrerminnet 1825-1975, Utvandrarminnet 1975: Utgjeve av
Tysveer Kommune i Have 150 ars-jubileet for Utvandringa til
Amerika, Sanger Hilsen.
National Coordination Committee
Incorporation, lists, and photographs
Minutes
Correspondence
Menu coordination
Miscellaneous
New York Commission
Minutes and schedules
Publication “They Came From Norway”
Clippings
Fox Valley Association (Sloopers)
Clippings and pamphlets
“The Fox Valley Norwegian-American Sesquicentennial,
1825-1975: The Prairie Lands of the Sloopers”
Seattle Commission
By-laws and minutes
“Norse to the New Northwest: A Sesquicentennial Saga”
Memos, programs, and clippings
Gunnar Malmin “Episodes from Early Emigration”
Chicago Commission
Organization and plans
Board meetings and minutes
Brochures and exhibit data
Exhibit working papers
Exhibit inventory
Exhibit fundraising
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Art Institute Munch Exhibit

“Njaard” at Wheaton College

Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church services
University of Chicago, G. Norman Wigeland
Visit of Olav V (Includes photographs)

lllinois bicentennial

Norwegian American Immigration Anniversary Commission

(Includes photographs)

Exhibit photographs from Rolf Erickson
Copies of photographs used in exhibit
Correspondence, A

Correspondence, B

Correspondence, C

Correspondence, D

Correspondence, E

Correspondence, Einar Engebretsen
Correspondence, F

Correspondence, Helen Fletre
Correspondence, G

Correspondence, H

Correspondence, Irving Highland
Correspondence, |

Correspondence, J

Correspondence, K

Correspondence, L

Correspondence, M

Correspondence, N

Correspondence, Norwegian Consulate
Correspondence, Norwegian Embassy
Correspondence, Norwegian Information Service
Correspondence, O

Correspondence, P

Correspondence, Q

Correspondence, R

Correspondence, S

Correspondence, T

Correspondence, U-Z
Correspondence, X, Y, Z

Architectural photographs

Wallace Burkee photographs

Chicago scenes photographs

Chicago Historical Society collection
Churches and cemeteries photographs

Norwegian-American Historical Association
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6 Dramatics photographs
7 Ellis Island and Mill City (Nevada) photographs
8 Family group photographs
9 Hedmark Museum (Norway) collection
10 Housing photographs
11 Individuals photographs
12 Interior photographs
13 Benson (Minnesota), James Studio collection
14 Kjus family photograph
15 Victor Lawson photographs
16 Logging photographs
17 Luther College (Decorah, lowa) photographs
18 Medical and hospital photographs
19 Military photographs
20 Milwaukee, Wisconsin photographs
21 Minnesota Historical Society collection
22 Music and musicians photographs
1 Knute Rockne photographs
2 Rural scenes photographs
3 Roy Samuelson photographs
4 Ships and sailing photographs
5 Donald Slayton (Astronaut) photographs
6 Sports and recreation photographs
7 Street scene photographs
8 Orlando Wilson photographs
9 Wisconsin State Historical Society photographs
10 Miscellaneous photographs
11-12 Newspaper clippings
13 Norwegian American photographs
1 Letter to Lawrence Nelson
2-5 Olav V visit to Chicago photographs
6-9 Photo negatives
10 Donations of publication lists
11 “From Fjords to Prairies” publication
12 Final correspondence
1 Minutes of the Norwegian American Immigration Anniversary
Commission Sesquicentennial
Minneapolis Commission
2 Historical development, 1970-1974
3 Proposed documentaries
4 Ad hoc committee, 1971
5 Incorporation papers
6 Board photographs

Norwegian-American Historical Association
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Executive committee minutes
Executive Secretary reports

Central coordinating committee
Committees on committees minutes
Activities committee

Arts and exhibit committee

Banquet committee

Church committee

Drama committee

Education committee

Finance committee minutes

Finance committee major gifts

Finance committee, $150 club

Music committee

Program committee for October 1975
Norwegian American Sesquicentennial publication
Publication committee

Reports of committee chairmen
Treasurer's report, 1975 September 30
Sesquicentennial events, 1975 October-December
Sesqui-log newsletter

News releases

“Northwest Chronicle” script for WCCO
Clippings compiled by Elaine Frost
Clippings compiled by Elaine Frost
Charter member list

Volunteers

Souvenirs

Medallion correspondence
Commemorative stamp, US and Norway
Poster

Poems, plays, etc.

Minnesota Legislature, 1975 May 17
Heritage Resource Center
Nordmanns-Forbundet

Sons of Norway

Torske and Lunch club

Vesterheim

Related festivals in the area

Oscar Anderson correspondence

A. Reuben Gornitzka correspondence
Gordon Mork correspondence

Gerda Mortenson correspondence
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Gerda Mortenson death, 1974 December
Gloria B. Nelson correspondence

Roy Thorshov correspondence

Norway committee correspondence
Johan Habro correspondence

Norwegian Embassy correspondence
Miscellaneous correspondence
Committee on distinguished guests minutes
Committee on distinguished guests memos
Committee on distinguished guests replies
Committee on distinguished guests hosts
Committee on distinguished guests, requests for speakers
Citation folder to each guest

Wendell Anderson, guest

Benjamin F. Bailar, guest

Kenneth Bjork, guest

Judith Blegen, guest

Norman E. Borlaug, guest

Olaf Christiansen, guest

Arlene Danhl, guest

Borghild Dahl, guest

Harold L. Einarson, guest

Ivar Giaever, guest

Gabriel Hauge, guest

Einar Haugen, guest

Thor Heyerdahl, guest

Conrad N. Hilton, guest

Hubert H. Humphrey, guest

Clarence E. Larson, guest

Felix N. Mansager, guest

Walter F. Mondale, guest

Russell A. Nelson, guest

Gunnar H. Nordbye, guest

Lauris Norstad, guest

Lars Onsager, guest

Albert Quie, guest

Fredrik Schiots, guest

Eric Sevareid, guest

H.P. Skoglund, guest

Owen H. Wangensteen, guest

Olav V. publicity photographs

Olav V. 70th birthday fund

Olav V. itinerary, October 11-14
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Olav V. major events, October 5-14

Olav V. airport reception

Olav V. transportation

Olav V. hotel arrangements

Olav V. Leamington Hotel office

Olav V. Governor’s dinner, October 11

Olav V. orchestra concert, October 11

Olav V. Women'’s luncheon, October 11

Brunch, folkfest, October 12

Olav V. program “Salute to Heritage”

Olav V. and Thor Heyerdahl speech

C. Carlson dinner, October 12

Olav V. Royal luncheon, October 13

Olav V. Crystal court program, October 13

Olav V. other visits, October 13

Olav V. Dayton’s exhibit

Northwestern Bank

1st National Bank exhibit, Norwegian cabin

Olav V. visits Minneapolis by G. Mork
Programs outside of main areas, Decorah, lowa
Programs outside of main areas, Duluth, Minnesota

Programs outside of main areas, Fargo, North Dakota, and Moorhead,

Minnesota
Programs outside of main areas, Grantsburg, Wisconsin
Programs outside of main areas, Minot, North Dakota
Programs outside of main areas, Northfield, Minnesota
Programs outside of main areas, Seattle, Washington
Programs outside of main areas, Silvania, Washington
Programs outside of main areas, Westby, Wisconsin
Programs outside of main areas, Texas
Norwegian Newspaper Clippings

America letters

Art

Bye

Bygdelag

Canada

Celebrations in Norway

Celebrations in the US

Church life

Dagen

Emigration stories

Engineers

Emigration from specific areas
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Emigration from specific areas
Hjelm-Hansen
Husmann
Individuals, A-L
Individuals, M-Z
lllinois
lowa
Literature
Minneapolis
Minnesota
Montana
New York
Nordmanns Forbundet
Norwegian-American Historical Association (NAHA)
North Dakota
Norwegian-American Club
Oklahoma
Olav V
Oregon
Seamans Church
Seattle
Ships
Sloopers
South Dakota
Syttende Mai in Norway
Texas
Tours to America
Washington
Wine
Wisconsin
Commemorative calendar, 1975
"With our hands and minds: Norwegians in the Midwest,
1825-1975, a photographic display of everyday life over 150
years, opened by His Majesty King Olav V of Norway, Norwegian
American Immigration Anniversary Commission," program from
exhibit, October 16-30, 1975.
Scrapbooks: Norwegian Immigration Sesquicentennial, New York
1975-1976
Scrapbooks, Norwegian Immigration Sesquicentennial, Chicago, 1975
Special Sesquicentennial and Souvenir Editions of newspapers
commemorating the Sesquicentennial, 1975
Felt banner with representation of "Restauration" and "1825-1975"
Approximately 4' x 6.
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20 Norwegian flag configurations hung from Nicollet Mall,
Minneapolis, October 8-14, 1975
Ephemera

Slooper pin, Poulsbo Viking Fest pin, two Emigration bronze

medals, metal stamps, and two CDs of Dr. R. Gornitzka and D.

Vogel on KTCA-TV.
Arthur O. Davidson Addition
Arthur O. Davidson was born in Minnesota to a Norwegian American
family. He graduated from Luther College and became a school
superintendent. His career also included time spent at Luther College,
Dartmouth College, and serving as a commander in the US Navy.
Davidson ended his career as president of Wagner College on Staten
Island. He was active with several Norwegian American organizations,
including his work at NAHA, national chairman of the Norwegian
American Sesquicentennial, and work as a trustee for Vesterheim.

New York publicity

New York clippings

New York events

Wagner College visit

Banquet at Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 1975 October 9

Carnegie Hall event

Newspaper clippings

Visit to Wagner College, 1975 October 8

Luncheon for King Olav, 1975 October 7

Pamphlets

Folder on 1975 events, including publicity photographs

Minneapolis meeting at Augsburg, 1975 March 27

San Francisco

President Ford telex

Seattle and West Coast

Norwegian club address, 1976 May 16

Post Royal visit reports

Incorporation and bylaws, New York group

Programs and planning committees

National co-ordination committee, Chicago meeting

Planning materials

Pre-visit speech

Chairmen, US cities

Gala benefit, Visitafjord

Photographs

News of Norway newsletter

Correspondence, 1975 April 1-1975 August 8

Meeting minutes and agendas

Norwegian-American Historical Association



Film Dr. R. Gornitzka and D. Vogel on KTCA-TV
The film reel has been digitized and is available online here.

Rokke Name Index
Anderson, Oscar

Mork, Gordon

Larson, Clarence E.
With our Hands and
Minds:

Mortenson, Gerda
Nelson, Gloria B.
Nelson, Russell A.
Northwest Chronicle radio
script

Skoglund, Howell P.
Rosemaling

Osterdal, Norway,
Emigrants from
America letters affected
emigration

Garborg, Kristen P.
Garborg, Peder P.
Anderson, Daniel
Johnson, Johannes
Johnson, Kristian
Johnson, Magnus
Johnson, Olaus
Johnson, Samuel

Helle, Torgus Knudsen
Kiland, A. B.

Hovland, Gjert
Gregoriussen

Hagfors, Martin
Eliassen, Per (Peder)
Dalen, Elen K. from Faset
in Tynset

Bakke, Andrew and
Torgerd

Gjerde, Ole Sigbjgrnsen
Erfjordlaget

Mglsknes, Anne
Storfloren, Steffen Larsen
Grimstad, Ruben

Monsebraaten, Nils N.
Lundby, Thorlaug Thorsen
Stamps on Utvandring
Vandvik, Ola and
Ragnhild

Risa, Kornelius

Risa, Ole

Larsen, Serina

Tvedt, Iver F.

Rgyland, Marie

Olsen, Hans and Caroline
Haabesland, Niels
Knudsen

Haugen, O. P.
Haagensen, Lars (Brekken
i Bardsetroa)

Nansen

Daniels, John K.

Indian Boy

Bye, Erik

Minneapolis celebrates
immigration 1975

Race for light
Abrahamsen, Abel
Christmas in New York
Ullamnn, Liv

Neergaard, Erna
Bygdelags celebrate
immigration
Sesquicentennial
Nordfjordlaget
Romsdalslaget

Dagen June 28, 1975
Alvdgl, emigrants from
Ser-Helgeland, Emigrants
from

Stephensen, Christian
Urseth, Hans Christensen
Urseth, Christian Hansen

Norwegian-American Historical Association

Tollefsen, Svend

Overlee, Tillie

Tylldgl, Norway, emigrants
from

Setskog, Akershus,
Norway, emigrants from
Luster, Norway, emigrants
from

Nees, Haagen Torstensen
Brydeal, Norway, emigrants
from

Borderud, Mathilde
Borderud, Peder
Kvinesdal, Norway,
emigrants from
Krgdsherad, Norway,
emigrants from

Howery, Martha

Gausdal, Norway,
emigrants from

Nordbu, Johannes Person
Johnsen, Even and
Pauline Pedersdtr
Fredriksstad, Norway,
emigrants from

Reiersen, Johan Reinert
Jrbek, Andreas Nicolai
Gudbrandsdal, Norway,
emigrants from

Nelson, Oscar M.

Hgland, Akershus,
Norway, emigrants from
Kragerg, Norway,
emigrants from

Hedmark, Norway,
emigrants from

Jerstad, Andreas K.
Aamot, Harald
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Andgy, Norway emigrants
from

Aasbg, Einert Olsen
Gjerstad, Norway,
emigrants from

Agder, Norway, emigrants
from

Grggaard, Christian
Haiberg, Ole

Harstad, Norway,
emigrants from

Ibestad, Norway,
emigrants from
Haugesund, Norway,
emigrants from

Drygy, Norway, emigrants
from

Gallager, Magnhild
Gilbertson, H.

Land, Nordre Land
Navneliste

Stavanger, Norway,
emigrants from

Lee, Edgar

Spangereid, Norway,
emigrants from
Sarpsborg, Norway,
emigrants from
Trondheim, Norway,
emigrants from

Stange, Norway, emigrants
from

Toten, Norway, emigrants
from

Uggen, Stanley

Tysveer, Norway,
emigrants from

Valdres, Norway,
emigrants from

Romedal, Norway,
emigrants from

Lervik, Gunnar
Simonsen, Sigmund

Lavoll, Bernt
Olemannsson

Olsson, Severin
Norddal, Norway,
emigrants from
Numedal, Norway,
emigrants from
Jstensen, Jacob
Tegnnesen, Rasmus
New Bedford, Mass
Skudeneshavn, Norway,
emigrants from
Ringerike, Norway,
emigrants from

Land, Norway, emigrants
from

Helledal, Arne

Jrkdal, Norway, emigrants
from

Pevik, Alfred

Pevik, Anna

Pevik, Olaf

Oppland Norway,
emigrants from
Gasman, Hans
Armote (Aarmodt), Nils
and Anne

Amelia, emigrant ship
Jksnes, Norway,
emigrants from
Iversen, Albert
Balestracci, Solveig
Gulliksen, Fred

Haug, Lina

Hanson, Peter O.
Enger, Andreas family
Johannessen, Georg
Heegan, Stanley
Drotning, Ole Anundsen
Ser Aurdal - emigrants
from

Vestre Slidre, Valdres -
emigrants from
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Valdres - emigrants from
Telemark, Norway,
emigrants from

Voss, Norway, emigrants
from

Watness, Edward and
Bergljot

Bergen, Norway,
emigrants from
Kvamme, Jargen
Solheim, Petter and
Anders

Henning, Darell
Decorah, lowa
Vesterheim Museum
Alne, Sam

Haagensen, Orven
Crystal Lake, lowa
Story City, lowa
Valdres House

Alseide, Elias
Espeland, Sjur
Haugaland, Nils
Johansen, Severin
Amundsen, Arthur
Hermann, Kirsten Eriksen
Hilton, Elsie

Swenson, Elmer

Sioux City, lowa

Seetre, Stanley (Pastor)
Ditthus, Bjarg

Knutson, Arlie M.
Melby, Helen

Thallaug, Erik Axel
Thallaug, Jon

Egeland, Ralph

Myre, Linda

Myre, Melva

Norway, lllinois
Stavanger, lllinois
Gunvaldsen, Osmund
Evensen, Harold
Skrattegard, Gro Nilsdatter



Preus, Caroline Keyser
"Linka"

Norborg, Sverre

Bojer, Johan

Clausen, Clarence A.
Rolvaag, Ole Edvart
Skardal, Dorothy Burton
Magller, Arvid

Houm, Philip
Hovdhaugen, Einar
Ljone, Oddmund

Moe, Jon

Sunde, Rasmus

Hauge, Alfred

Fossmo, Nils and Anna
Lunde, Haakon
Henrikson, Evelyn and
Melvin

Johnson, Alfred
Johnson, John
Kvalbein, Olav and Helen
Mork, Gordon
Minneapolis, Minnesota
Willmar, Minnesota
Kvalbein, Olav

Bjerk, Irid and Roberta
Bjerk, Marit Iversdtr
Brekke, Ingrid Halvorsen
Canfield, Synngva
Stenersen

Haakonsen, Berit
Stenersen

Larson, Lucy Stenersen
Loe, Randi Tangen
Skrondal, Anna Johansen
Skrondal, Anders E.
Camp Ripley, Minnesota
Heimvernsungdomene
Kristiansand, Norway,
Emigrants from
Brandon, Minnesota
Gresseth, Petter
Flaaen, Elmer and Klara

Langas, Anne

Timberas, Janise
Carlson, Clarence and
Anna

Myran, Melvin and Rachel
Thoresen, Thorney (Tony)
and Hidegard

Wasstrand, Ole Martin
Thief River Falls, MN
Lystne, Gunhild (Hullet)
Pedersen, Martin (Hullet)
Pedersen, Martin (Hullet)
Norway Lake, Minnesota
Thortvedt, Orabel
Geitestad, Olav and Tone
Montana

Norwegian American
Historical Assn

Bleivik, Lars A.
Seventeenth of May in
New York

Rgnning, John K.

Holte, Astrid and Rudolf
Jacobsen, Sigrid Dahle
Dstergren

Johansen, Hilda Rasvik
Stokke, Dora Hofseth
Lake Telemark, New York
Sgyland, Carl
Nordmanns Forbundet
Karlsborg, Fred H.

Mork, Gordon M. A.
Hambro, Johan

Tvedt, Knut

Horvik, Eivind

Kleiva, Ivar

Beach, ND

Brynsaas, Hans
Brynsaas, Johannes and
Pernille

Mehlum, Per

Kathryn City, North Dakota
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Norwegian-American Club
of Stavanger
Johnsen, Edith
Sletten, Owen
Wangensteen, Mons
Oklahoma City, Ok
Olav V, King visits US in
1975

Sjgmannskirke
Seamans Church
Seattle, WA

Gilje, Svein

Kvelstad, Ranvald
Ballard, WA

Indians in and around
Seattle, WA

Bjerkvik, Ole

Bergen Park

Hansen, Bob H.
Seattle, WA

Emigrant ships
Atlantic, emigrant ship
Gefion, emigrant ship
Peerson, Cleng
Quakers

Sloopers

Hauge, Alfred
Southcombe, Rachel
Jstrem, Ole Olsen
Cleng Peerson memorial
in Tysveer, Norway
Haugsnes, Kristen
Atwater, Sarah Jane and
Emma Mable

Jeilane, Lars Larson
Film about South Dak
shown in Norway
Seventeenth of May in
Norway

Texas Norwegians
Tours to America
Poulsbo, Washington
Almhijell, Anders



Storwick, Thoralf
Stanwood, WA

Peach Lutheran Church
Krogstad, Elise E.
Massacre in Everett,
Washington

Edwards, Hagbart
Bridal Crown from
Gloppen, Norway

Wine

Sor Helgeland, Norway
emigrants from
Steffensen, Kristian Edvin
Coon Valley, Wi
Homstad, Erwin
Homstad, Fredrik
Brandvold, Peder
Naeseth, Gerhard

Biri, Norway emigrants
from

Skumsrud, Nils J.
Snertingdal, Norway
emigrants from
Galstad, Syver Nilsen
Steien, Karl O. & Ingeborg
Nytreen, Peder
Brandvold, Ole and
Ingeborg (Bakplass)
Hjelm Hansen, Paul
Husmenn

Nelson, Pam

Walen, Gary

Evans, Dan

Kvalbein, Olav and Helena
Heg, James

Johnson, Samuel
Jacobsen, Olga and Eidis
Lee, Barry

Omland, Nicolai

Dalby, Guro Omland
Lanning, Per

Dahl, Alf

Dahl, Kari

Hulberg, Chester and
Gladys

Marshall, Ruth
Haagenson, Horace Orven
and Agnes

Alne, Sam F. and Selma
Birkeland, Sverre
Farestrand, Gerda
Homstad, Elias Aleksander
Homstad, Erwin and
Thelma

Kanten, Elida

Johnson, Alfred

Bae, Ole

Lindelie, A. H.
Andersen, Alfred

Flom, Gjertrud and Elroy
Semmingsen, Ingrid
Mauset, Lars Olson
Sandeen, Aasmund
Spielman, Anna

@strem, Ole Olsen Il
Meaehlum, Per

Nelson, Knute

Vasfaret, Arne

Rynning, Ole

Syversen, Paul and Pat
Leedre, Paul and Pat
Hansen, Bob H.
Swenson, Elmer

Strgm, Erling

Stebeck, Thor W. (Pastor)
Skogum, Gunvald
Skogum, Ole

Brandvold, Lars and Albert
Olson, James E.
Melhoos, Henry
Rundquist, Gary C.
Nelson, E.

Norse to the new
Northwest

Norwegian Immigration
Sesquicentennial
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Romm, Otto & Bertha
Northfield, Minnesota
Norstad, Lauris
Westby, Wisconsin
Restauration, emigrant
ship

Jacobsen, "Jack"
Risdal, Nils

Matland, Rudolph B.
Veek, Arnleif

Eisland, Peder H.
Bailar, Benjamin F.
Benson Minnesota (James
Studio)

Blegen, Judith
Christiansen, Olaf
Einarson, Harold L.
Fox Valley Norwegian
American
Sesquicentennial
Gornitzka, A. Reuben
Grantsburg, Wisconsin
Hauge, Gabriel
Immigration Bureau, U.S.
Lawson, Victor
Norwegian American
Immigration Anniversary
Postage stamps
Sesquicentennial
Silvania, Washington
Slayton, Donald
Wilson, Orlando
Mansager, Felix N.
Lundgren, Frida

From Fjord to Prairie
Norwegian American
Sesquicentennial
Kalleck, Katja Fredricksen
Berg, Raymond K.
Samuelsen, Roy

Dahl, Arlene

Hilton, Conrad
Ylvisaker, William T.



Minot, North Dakota
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