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Biography/History:

Ole Edvart Rglvaag was born in a fishing village in Denna, Norway, on April 22, 1876. He
immigrated to the United States in 1896 and worked as a farmhand in South Dakota from
1896-98. After graduating from Augustana Academy in Canton, South Dakota, in 1901,
Rolvaag earned a B.A. from St. Olaf College in 1905 and returned to the college to earn a M.A.
in 1910. Between his B.A. and M.A., he studied at the University of Christiania.

From 1906 to 1931, he served as a professor of Norwegian language and literature at St. Olaf.
During his career he authored Norwegian language textbooks and novels, essays, and poems
about the Norwegian-American immigrant experience. Two of his novels, Giants in the Earth
(1927) and Peder Victorious (1929), received international acclaim as accounts of immigrant
pioneer life on the Dakota prairies in the 1870s.

Rolvaag worked to preserve and enrich Norwegian-American culture during his lifetime. He
helped found the Society for Norwegian Language and Culture in 1910 and the
Norwegian-American Historical Association in 1925. In 1926, Relvaag was knighted (Order of
St. Olav) by King Haakon VII of Norway.

Scope and Content:

The O.E. Relvaag papers include correspondence; notebooks; manuscripts of novels, articles,
book reviews, lectures and poems; clippings, scrapbooks, essays; and general commentary on
Relvaag as author, educator, and cultural leader.

Rglvaag carried on a voluminous correspondence in both English and Norwegian on subjects
such as guidance to students and aspiring writers, assistance to teachers planning courses in
Norwegian, the place of Norwegian culture in American life, defense of realism in his novels, the
arts of writing and translating, church affairs, immigration history, problems of publication and
distribution, state and national politics, and promotion of organizations. His correspondents



(approximately 1300) included land prospectors, farmers, students, teachers, editors, artists,
historians, theologians, poets, novelists, diplomats, publication houses, and lecture bureaus.
Complete and/or fragments of Rglvaag's published works, including manuscripts of translations
of Rglvaag novels done by others are included in the collection. Other complete or fragments of
unpublished manuscripts such as articles, poems, stories, and lectures (public and classroom)
include "Individualiteten," "Kildahl ved St. Olaf," "Hvis det er sandt," "When a Novelist Is in a
Hurry," "Our Racial Heritage," "On Writing," "On Books," "Books and Folks," "Thoughts of
Thinking People," "Nils og Astri," "Tois," and "The Romance of a Life."

The collection includes manuscripts by other authors forwarded to Rglvaag: "The Peer Stramme
| Knew," by Helen Egilsrud; "My Visit to St. Olaf in 1878" by Susie C. Ellsworth; "Pioneer Life in
Brown County, Minnesota" by Einar Hoidale; "Rglvaag, nordmann og amerikaner" by Gudrun
Hovde Gvale.

Because the preservation of Norwegian culture and its inculcation into American life was
Rglvaag's major interest, his papers also relate to the many organizations he supported:
Nordlandslag; For Faedrearven; Norsk Luthersk Landungdomsforbund; Det Littersere Samfund;
Det Norske Selskap; the Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Study; and the
Norwegian-American Historical Association, which he helped found in 1925, and was its first
secretary and archivist. The seven volumes of scrapbooks consist mainly of clippings, most of
them classified according to topic: reviews of separate Rglvaag novels, reviews in European
papers, articles by Relvaag, clippings about Relvaag, memorials and tributes. "Bjarne Blehr and
Norwegian-American Authors," are clippings of extended debate in "Duluth Skandinav."

Arrangement
Section I: Correspondence
Section Il: Manuscripts, Stories, and Poems
Section lll: Augustana Academy, St. Olaf College, and University of Oslo
Section IV: Clippings and scrapbooks
Section V: Photographs
Section VI: Personal records
Section VII: Materials collected about Rglvaag
Section VIII: Rokke Name Index

Funding

Funding to digitize a portion of the O.E. Rglvaag papers provided to the Norwegian-American
Historical Association through the Minnesota Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund, a component of
the Minnesota Clean Water, Land and Legacy constitutional amendment, ratified by Minnesota
voters in 2008.
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Access Rights
Portions of the collection are restricted. Contact the archivist for permission.

Bibliographic Citation:
[Indicate the cited item here]. O.E. Rglvaag Papers. Norwegian-American Historical Association,

Northfield, Minnesota.

Section I: Correspondence

Box Folder Description
1 3 Record of Ole Rolvaag letters
1 1 1921 January 3-1921 May 31

Includes: Correspondence with Johannes D. Bothne. The
Norwegian Lutheran Church of America. Scandinaven

publication.
1 4 1921 June 1-1922 January 31
1 5 1922 February 1-1922 August 22

Includes: Sons of Norway papers and The Norwegian Lutheran
Church of America papers written in Norwegian. Ella Kaasa
regarding procuring her a teaching post in Norway through
Rolvaag’s connections. Constitution of Delta Sigma PSI: Honorary
Fraternity.

1 6 1922 September 1-1923 February 15
Augsburg Publishing House and The Women’s Missionary
Federation of the Norwegian Lutheran Church of America written
in Norwegian.

1 7 1923 February 19-1923 April 30
Includes: Newspaper clippings, A. O. Serum, The Women'’s
Missionary Federation of the Norwegian Lutheran Church of
America and Nordlandslaget au America. Publication written in
Norwegian.

2 1 1923 May 1-1924 December 31
Includes: The American-Scandinavian Foundation, The Norwegian
Lutheran Church of America, and newspaper clippings.

2 2 1925 January 1-1925 August 24
2 3 1925 September 2-1926 January 16
Includes: H. Gvare, L.T. Storey, Scandinaven publication and
Gerog Wallice.
2 4 1926 January 19-1926 May 26
B.G.R. and G.O. Hansen of Minneapolis Tidende.
2 5 1926 June 2- 1927 May 31
Skandinaven publication.
3 1 1927 June 3-1927 November 28
H. Bjornson written in Norwegian.
3 2 1927 December 1-1928 February 28
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1928 March 9-1928 July 30
1928 August 9-1928 November 30
1928 December 1-1929 January 31
The University of Chicago (Office of the President and Department
of History).
1929 February 1-1929 April 29
Includes: Otto Erickson papers, W.W. Norton & Company Inc.
Publishers, American Library Association, Alma Kildahl papers,
Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Study papers.
1929 May 1-1929 October 31
Women'’s Club of Wilmette papers.
Photograph from Dr. Biornstad
1929 November 1-1930 February 26
Includes: M.E. Waldeland of the Norwegian Lutheran Church of
America papers written in Norwegian, photographs from Sigvald
Aslyornsen 1930 January, and Kenneth Bjork papers.
1930 March 2-1930 July 29
Mrs. Harry Mell Ayers papers, Nebraska Farm Prices charts
1895-1906 from International Harvester, newspaper clippings, and
Kenneth Bjork Papers, Elmer Halseth, and C.M. Roan.
1930 August 4- 1930 November 28
Overvurderer man i Norge Betydningen av Nordmennenes Innsats
i Amerika? publication
1930 December 1-1931 March 31
Th. S. Naae, M.D. papers, portrait pencil drawing (of Rolvaag?) by
Ingvald Berg of Buffalo, North Dakota undated, and A.H. Lindelie
of the Royal Palm Tours Inc. papers.
1931 April 3-1931 December 28
Esther Gullraudran papers and “Suggestions for an Exhibit
Showing the Contribution of the Norwegian Element to American
Life” Pamphlet
Waldemar Ager
1919 March 3-1927 December 6
Includes: cartoon clippings.
1928 February 2-1938 March 19
Lincoln Colcord
1926 February 1-1926 December 30
1927 January 1-1927 March 30
1927 April 2-1927 June 29
1927 July 10-1927 December 28
1928 January 16-1928 May 27
1928 June 4-1931 September 20
Includes: A poem written by Colcord, newspaper articles,
and a folder of “restricted” letters.
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Rolvaag to Lincoln Colcord
1926 February 5-1928 June 10
1928 January 3-1931 November 30
Details of Rolvaag’s account with Harper & Bros.

American Legion of Lake Mills, lowa,1921 February 9-1921 July 14

Birger Osland
1925 October 15-1928 December 10

1929 January 28-1929 December 18
1930 January 8-1935 December 11
Kristian Prestgard
1915 June 15-1926 December 5
1927 January 9-1932 December 5
Rolvaaq manuscript, 1911 January 5-1933 February 26
Ditlef G. Ristad
1921 November 1-1926 November 25
1926 December 3-1928 August 3
1928 September 4-1939 September 27
Signe Mydland, 1922 May 8-1927
Includes newspaper clipping written in Norwegian.
S Alelia/Marie Halling S 1927 March 8-1985 May 14
Written in Norwegian.
Fan mail, 1927-1948
1927 February 5- 1927 October 29
Basis for Tyler, “Rolvaag’s Place in Am. Lit.”
University of Missouri.
1927 March 29-1927 December 28
1927 November 1-1928 November 25
1928 December 1-1931 September 30, undated
1928 January 3-1928 April 30
1928 May 1-1928 December 31
1929 January 1-1929 March 20
1929 March 25-1929 November 30
1929 December 4-1930 May 27
Includes pencil drawing by Josef Tallon 1930-04-23
and 2 ship postcards
1930 June 10-1948 May 17
Norwegian-American Historical Association (NAHA)
1925 September 28-1927 January 5
Concerning dues, donations, and general interest in the
newly-formed Norwegian-American Historical Association.
1927 January 16-1927 December 25, undated
Lists of potential members and donors to the
newly-formed NAHA.
NAHA reports, 1925 November 4-1931 October 8
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Includes meeting minutes, reports on general

meetings, expenses sheets, and member list.
Rolvaag’s notes, 1921-1972

Newspaper clippings, postcards, daguerreotypes,

and pamphlets.

1928 January 3-1929 October 29
1930 January 7-1931 September 24, undated

Includes: newspaper clippings and The Norwegian News
Company Papers.

Nora Solum addition

Index to Rolvaag and Harper correspondence, 1926-1931
Harper and Brothers correspondence
1926 March 1-1927 December 31
1928 January 3-1928 December 31
1929 January 2-1929 December 31
1930
1931
1942-1965
Nora Solum correspondence, 1916-1964
The Boat of Longing correspondence, 1930-1933
Theodore Jorgenson to Jennie Rglvaag, 1937
Letter about requesting use of letters to write biography
and correspondence between Mrs. Rglvaag and L. W.
Boe; old exam booklet with notes; receipt for
advertisement in Woman and Home Journal for anyone
with letters to send them to Mrs. Ralvaag.
Solum and Colcord correspondence, 1930-1950
Regarding Ralvaag letters and biography; letters
congratulating the publishing of the biography.
Nora O. Solum and Theodore Jorgenson correspondence,
1932-1941
Regarding writing and publication of biography, several
edits and revisions included, Christmas card.
Jorgenson and Jennie Rglvaag correspondence, circa
1938
Nora O. Solum and Jennie Rglvaag correspondence,
1932-1939
Harper and Brothers-Nora O. Solum correspondence,
1933-1944

Solum and Eugene F. Saxton, Solum and Publicity Director

Ramona Herdman; Christmas cards.
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Miscellaneous correspondence with relatives

Includes brothers Peder and Andreas, Gunner Berg, Harald and Marie

Beck, and more.
1907 January 9-1918 August 11, undated
1920 July 3-1925 December 25
1926 January 9-1931 September 18, undated
1904 August 17-1940 February 8

Trygve Ager, 1928 July 20-1931 November 1
Gustav Amlund, 1914 December 16-1930 November 11

Ansten Anstensen, 1925 July 3-1931 May 15
lius B. Baumann, 192 r 9-1926 Febr 1

Carl F. Berg, 1927 February 12-1921 October 27
Peter A. Bjelde, 1925 January 2-1935 June 20

Theodore C. Blegen
1921 December 13-1928
1929-1930
Percy Boynton, 1928 June 27-1929 November 27

Ole Buslett, 1914-1928 February 1
C.A. Clausen, 1924

Photocopies.
Peter J. Eikeland, 1916 February 17-1926 December 31
Si Erdahl. 1926 April 12-1929 J 7
Andreas Eiviken, 1921 September 22-1931 September 22
Olaus C. Farseth, 1907 May 5-1913 June 20

George T. Flom, 1925 June 29-1931 January 4
Jorgen Fuhr and Anders Fuhr, 1920 June 13-1928 May 29

Knut Gjerset, 1920-1931 September 5. undated
Hans T. Haerem, 1924 March 13-1928 April 17, undated

Einar H n, 1925 November 14-1 mber 17
Kristine Haugen, 1920 September 1-1932 April 6
hn Heitmann, 1920 D mber 29-1931 mber 1

Palma Helgerson, 1923 June 14-1925 December 10
Erik Hetle, 1905 September 2-1960 November 22

Eilert Hjelmeseth, 1921 October-1931 June 9
Hjalmar R. Holand, 1921 April 24-1931 September 11

Halvor H. Holte, 1925 January 28-1925 February 14
George P. Homnes, 1920 December 9-1931 July 9

Alf Houkom, 1921 April-1931 August 31
Theodore Jorgenson, 1923 March 10-1932 January 30
Ida Hagen Kirn, 1915-1928
Photocopies.
Karl F. Kn n, 1926 Febr 24-1 r2
Laurence M. Larson, 1926 December 1-1930 December 19

J.W. Thora Magelssen Gyda, 1925 January 8-1931 November 1
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Ruth Lima McMahon, 1921 July 6-1932 April 6
N.J. Morstad, 1922 February 17

Simon Johnson, 1916 June 20-1929 March 30

Gabriel F. Newburger, 1922 July-1931 October 21
Includes manuscript "Ozark Anthology", with editing
annotations by O.E. Rglvaag.

C.E. Nordberg, 1924 February 28-1924 March 3
Photocopies.

Jon Norstog, 1917 April 13-1927 April 12

Torkel Oftelie, 1922 June 24-1931 November 1

laf M. Ol n, 1926 December 28-1931 mber 1

Julius E. Olson, 1921 May 25-1931 September 14
Marthe Pugny, 1927 September 5-1928 March 30

Gerhard Rasmussen, 1928 February 14-1931 July 22
Nils N. Ronning, 1921 August 2-1930 October 10
Edward R. Rorem, 1923 February 6-1927 June 6
Johan Skagen, 1920 September 29-1929 March 2
Edward Skille, 1920 January 26-1931 March 24
Magnus Swenson, 1925 November 12-1931 August 14
Jersing Thompson, 1920 December 21-1925 December 18
J. Jergen Thompson, 1926 July 23-1931 May 8
Andreas Ueland, 1931 July 27
Lyder L. Unstad. 1925 April 15-1929 October 14
Mons O. Wee, 1920 December 29-1927 July 12
Eikeland and J.N. Kildahl, 1905 September 6-1905 October 28
Lars W. Boe
1919 February 8-1923 December 28
1924 January 5-1928 August 24
1929 May 10-1930 August 22
1931

Includes letter from Nora Solum.
Nobel Prize in Literature, 1930 June 24-1931 January 5
Lars Boe, Einar Haugen, and Rglvaaq, 10 January 1931-17 April 1931
Includes discussion of unfilled Norwegian teaching
position.
Index of letters of Jennie and Karl Rglvaag at the Minnesota
Historical Society
Correspondence regarding turning “Giants in the Earth” into
film/musical, 1939-1968
Trygve Ager and Jennie Rolvaag, 1931-1942
A. C. Erdahl correspondence 1929-1947

H. Aschehoug correspondence
1915-1926

1927-1929
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Relvaag and other publishers, 1930-1963
German edition correspondence, 1926 November 25-1931 July 8
Augsburg Publishing House correspondence
1910-1928 December 28
1930-1936
Received at the time of Rglvaag’s death, 1931
Regarding O. E. Ralvaag to Jennie, circa 1941-1950
Received after his death, circa 1935
Reflections and gratitude for books such as “Giants in the
Earth”
Regarding literary rights 1943-1963
letter from Theodore Jorgenson, letter from Harper
andRow Publishers, Recording for the Blind, Inc. letter
Dramatization of “Giants in the Earth”,
“Contract Vs. Dramatization Of ‘Giants in the Earth’, assignment
of copyright, The Northwestern Press, Harper and Brothers
Publishers
Miscellaneous, 1929, 1937
Andrew Berdahl and family
1928-1929
1930-1931
1905-1927
Peder Benjamin Jacobsen, 1905
Ole Edvart Rglvaag’s father. Original and typed.
Envelope addressed to Miss Jennie Berdahl, 1905
Johan Rglvaag to his brother, Ole, 1913 January 1
Peder Jacobsen and Andreas Rglvaag, 1927-1931
Ole Edvart Rglvaag’s brothers.
Ella Valborg Rglv Tw
Karl Fritjof Relvaag
Newspaper clippings on Karl Raglvaag,
“Hail! Minnesota,” pamphlet from the service of Thanksgiving for
the life of Karl, Manitou Messenger clipping, Correspondence to
Karl, 1963 April 14.
Miscellaneous correspondence
Includes Clarence and Evelyn T. Berdahl correspondence.
circa 1912
1916-36
1924
1911 May 17-1920 December 30
Jennie Marie Berdahl Relvaag
1903-1904
1905
1906
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1 1907
2 1908
3 1910-1921

Includes Norwegian America Line Souvenir Menu
card, postcards.
1917
1923 January-1923 September
1923 October-1923 December
1925-1928
1929-1931 March
1931 April-1931 November
1 Memorial resolutions and correspondence, 1931 November
9-1936
Poems and tributes.
7 Stanley Gould correspondence to Jennie Rglvaag, 1962
Correspondence about turning Giants in the Earth into broadway

play.
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Section Il: Manuscripts, Stories, and Poems

Box
11
11
11
11
12
12
12
12
12
14
14

14
14

15
15

Folder Description
Norsk leesebok, 1920
3 Landel vore fadre faudra
Vol. XX, no. 2
4 Skogen sau Kledde fjeldet
Vol. Xl, no. 3
5 Lasebok Il
Vol. XI/XX
6-9 Deklamations-boken, 1918
1 Omkring Feedrearven, 1922
2-3 | de dage; Riket grundlaegges, 1924
4 Giants in the Earth, 1927
1 chapter.
5 Giants in the Earth, 1927
Fragments.
6 Giants in the Earth (Ruth Lima McMahon translation), 1927
1-4 Laengselens Baat, 1921
5-6 Giants in the Earth, 1927
(A. Anstensen translations with L. Colcord comments)
7 Giants in the Earth (Nora Solum translation), 1927
8-9 Giants in the Earth (In Those Days), 1927
Translated into English.
1-2 iants in the Earth (Founding the Kin m).1927
3-6 Peder Seier, 1928
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15
15
15
15
15
15
16

16
16
16
16
17
17
17
17
18
18

18
19
25

33

33
34

34
35

35
36
36
41

41

7

8

9

10
11-12
13
1-3

6-7
1-4
4-10

Peder Seier (De Gine Som lkke Saa), 1928

Peder Seier (Sangen Om Salumit)

Peder Victorious (The Song of Life’s Dismay)
Peder Victorious (The Mill of the Gods)

Peder Victorious (The Eyes That Did Not See)

Peder Victorious (Nora Solum and Rolvaag translation), 1929
Peder Victorious (Nora Solum and Rolvaag translation). 1929
Pure Gold, circa 1930

Fragments
Nils Flaten translation, 1930
ivert Erdahl translation, 1

Reolvaag translation, 1930
Rglvaag translation, 1930

Sivert Erdahl and Rglvaag final translation, 1930
Den Signede dag, 1931
Den signede dag (Deres faedres guder), 1931
Den signede dag (Deres faedres guder), 1931
Den Signede dag, 1931
Rglvaag's last manuscript.
Their Eatl *God (T M. A lation), 1931
Their Fathers' God (Trygve M. Ager final translation), 1931
Stories, 1913-1928, undated
Includes: Another Daughter of Eve, About Translating Giants in
the Earth, Giants in the Earth: An Outline to Scenario,
Smorkrigen i Greenfield, Hevnen Hgrer mig Til, Seger-, and
Vengeance is mine, Saith.
Nora Solum addition
Giants in the Earth manuscript, 1927
Pages 168-174.
Peder Victorious (Nora Solum translation), 1929
The Romance of a Life, undated
Sketches of the home in South Dakota written by
Relvaag after coming to America.
Biography sketches and sources, 1939
Jennie Rglvaag notations on biography, chapter 1-4
New York Times Book Review of biography; comments by
Mrs. Ralvaag on biography by Jorgenson-Solum.
The Boat of Longing translation, 1933
The Boat of Longing translation, 1933
Nord-Norge translation, 1919-1921, 1932
Manuscripts and stories, undated
Including “Their Fathers’ God”
Manuscripts and stories, undated
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Including “Books and Folks”, “Another Daughter of Eve”,
“‘How Grandmother Woman Got Her Baby Girl”, among
others.

41 4 Stories, essays, clippings, undated
Includes Manitou Messenger, Tribute to Books, “Why O. E.
Rolvaag Needs Great Books of All Time,” “The Norway | found”
and others.

41 5 Stories, essays, clippings, undated
Includes “The Editor”, “Nordman's Union”, “Religion in Life”,

“The Sovereign Congregation” and others.

44 10-11 Index of poems, undated
Includes photocopy of poem written by Rglvaag to his
neighbor at the lake Halvor Oakland, thank you letter from
Lloyd Hustvedt.

37 Forestillinger og ord manuscript, undated

11 2 Sketch of Early Norwegian History by Rolvaag, undated

N

Section lll: Augustana, St. Olaf, and the University of Oslo

Box Folder Description
19 5-6 Augustana Academy notebooks, 1899-1901
19 7 Notebook, circa 1963
Record of Rolvaag papers in filing cabinets.
20 1-4 St. Olaf College notebooks and report cards, 1901-1905
20 5 St. Olaf College essays, 1901-1905
20 6 Nils og Astri, 1905
21 1-2 Nils og Astri, 1905
21 34 Lectures of NAHA, literature, heritage, and immigration,
1908-1930
21 5-6 University of Oslo notebooks and Tois, 1905-1906
22 1-2 University of Oslo notebooks and Tois, 1905-1906
22 3-4 Ibsen lectures and book reviews, 1920-1931, undated
22 5 Book reviews, undated
22 6-7 Early teaching notebooks and Amerika Breve notes, 1906-1912
23 1-3 Early teaching notebooks and Amerika Breve notes, 1906-1912
23 4-5 St. Olaf letters and sermons bible study, 1908-1931, undated
23 6 Notebooks on Amerika Breve and Laengselens Baat, 1909-1919
24 1-2 Notebooks on Amerika Breve and Laengselens Baat, 1909-1919
24 3-5 Paa Glemte Vere, notebooks, and composition, 1918-1920,
undated
25 1 Notebooks and Laengselens Baat, 1918-1920, undated
25 2-3 Poems, 1904-1931, undated
25 11-12 Notebooks, stories, poems, and notes on his books, Ole H.

Buslett, 1916-1922, undated
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26

26

26

26
27

27
28
36

2-3

4-5

2-4
1-3
10

Notebooks, stories, poems, and notes on his books, Ole H.
Buslett, 1916-1922, undated
Lectures and articles on books, writing, Ibsen, and Hamsun,
1912-1931, undated
Includes: “When A Novelist Is In A Hurry: The Case of
Johan Bojer and ‘The Great Hunger.”
Nordlandsforbund, The Vikings on the Prairie, and
Norwegian-American culture, 1909-1929, undated
Book review and manuscript fragments, 1927, undated
Bukdahl’s review (Riket grundlaegges), Rolvaag’s translation of
Ostenso, Einar Hoidale “Pioneer of the Prairie,” undated
Class and appointment books, 1908-1931
Class and appointment books, 1908-1931
Norwegian department course planning, 1929-1930
Three Lectures on The Background to Old Norse
Literature-Rglvaag; Harry Hansen in Mr. Lewis Titterton’s weekly
program, “Books and Characters” script.

Section IV: Clippings and scrapbooks

Box
10
10
10
13
13
57
48
48
48
48
48
48
48
49

49
49
49

49
49
50
50

Folder
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Description
Boat of Longing, 1933
Giants in the Earth, 1927 January 1- 2012 February 9
Peder Victorious, 1929
Pure Gold, 1930
Their Father’'s God, 1931-1932
Nora Solum clipping scrapbook, 1922-1944
"Giants in the Earth," 1927-1933
Thomas Job drama of "Giants in the Earth," 1928-1946
Reviews in European papers, 1927-1941
Rglvaag books published by Augsburg, 1912-1937
Ralvaag books published by Aschehoug, 1924-1932
Peder Victorious, 1929
Pure Gold, 1930
Their Fathers' God, 1931-1932
Articles by Ralvaag,
1908-1925
1925-1931
The Boat of Longing, 1933
Clippings about Rglvaag,
1902-1928
1928-1929
1929-1932
Memorials and tributes to Rglvaag, 1931-1932
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50
50

50

51
51
51
51
51

54
55
55
55
95
65

65

65

65

65

1-2

Nordlandslaget and contributions to "Nord-Norge," 1910-1925
Bjarne Blehr and Norwegian-American authors
Debate in Duluth Skandinav, 1922-1923.
Captain Gerhard Folgerg (Rglvaag's cousin) and ships,
1927-1931
Includes copy of the book "Gerhard Folgerg - en eventyrer”
by Osvald Gilje.
Clippings about Relvaag
1920-1931
1931 November
1932-1949
1950-1998
1931 December
Articles about Relvaag
1926-1949
1950-1969
1970-1979
1980-1995
1996-2020
Rolvaag clippings, 1931 November 6-1931 December 1
Taken from Norse-American and American newspapers at the
time of his death. Presented by M.E. Waldeland.
“Ole of those who came across,” 1914
Julen Utgit av Riksmaalforbunde, 1924
Includes” De kloke jomfruer”
Julen Utgit av Riksmaalforbundet, 1928
Includes “Hevnen hgrer mig til, siger”
Norse-American Centennial scrapbook, 1925

Section V: Photographs
Many of the photographs have been digitized and are available online.

Box
58
59
59
59
59
59
59
59
59
59

Folder

3
1-3
4

5

6
7-8
9
10
11
12

Description
Scrapbook,1932-1943
Berdahl family scrapbooks
Rglvaag youth

Osteneo and Hoidale
Rglvaag cabin

Norway

Ella Rglvaag Norway trip
Sioux Falls

Northfield

Big Island (near Rglvaag cabin)
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60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
61
61
62
62
62
62
63
63
63
63
64
64
65
77

77
77
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Various photographs

Unidentified

Used in biography

Wedding

Mr. and Mrs. Rolvaag caricatures

Dakota family and friends

Jennie Berdahl Rolvaag

Rolvaag family

Rolvaag funeral

St. Olaf College

St. Olaf friends, Nordslandlag leaders, and Julius Baumann
Home and neighborhood

Anfin Berdahl

Clarence Berdanhl

James Berdahl

Johannes Kristi Berdahl

Herman Berdahl family

Martha Skeim

Ellefson family

Lars Otterness family

Ingeborg (Belde) Skeim

Herman and Martha (Berdahl) Wangness
Ole J. Berdahl

Edvart and Martha Bo

Andrew “Anders” Berdahl family

Various photographs

Augustana College photograph album, circa 1906-circa 1923
Norway photograph album, 1933
Photograph album, circa 1 -circa 192

Rglvaag family photograph album 1914-1920, Northfield, Minnesota
Ph raph album, circa 192

Augustana College photography album, circa 1900

Portrait photograph album, circa 1905

Postcard album

Reglvaaqg family photograph album 1924-1944, Northfield, Minnesota
Norway photograph album, 1933

Oversized photographs

Ella Valborg Rglvaag correspondence and photographs regarding
Relvaag Library dedication, 1944 October

Relvaag and Berdahl family photographs

Ella Valborg Rglvaag Norway photographs, 1933

Relvaag family of Norway photographs, 1933
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Section VI: Personal Records

Box
1

37
37
37
37

37
37
38

38

38
38
38
40
40
40
41

41

42

42

42

43

45

45

45
46

Folder
2
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Description
Av “Nordland’s Julehymner
Christmas Carols written in Norwegian
Biographical sketches, undated
Diary and translation, 1896
Citizenship registration and passport, 1918, 1924
Ordbok notebook, undated
Newspaper clippings saved by O. E. Rglvaag, 1914-1928
Lutheran Church Herald, advertisements, includes poem about
the Norwegian people, “The Lutheran Church vs.
Hohenzollernism”
Portrait photos from Dgnna, circa 1922
Newspaper clippings of Nordland and Dgnna, 1922-1951
Stavangerfjord passenger list and menus, 1928
Norwegian America Line route and ticket for evening
entertainment onboard.
Ibsen Centennial in Norway, 1928
Programs and menus, Letter from Governor Theodore
Christianson
Programs
Correspondence in Norway
Realvaag’s letters to family
Finances, 1928-1930
Probate, bank book, loans, 1910-1912
Finances, 1928-1930
The Wrath of God by Nini Roll Anker, 1929
Translated from Norwegian by Rglvaag.
American prefaces publication and correspondence with Wilbur
Lang Schramm, 1935
Berdahl family autobiography, undated
Account of Andrew Berdahl and history of Norway Lutheran
Congregation, Berdahl family history, 140th Wagon Train Reunion
documents, undated
Papers of Jacob Jacobson, circa 1904
Uncle of Ole Rolvaag.
Two notebooks used by O. E. Rglvaag and Ella Relvaag,
Also includes a church booklet with notes.
Julekveld for Voice and Piano, poem by O. E. Rglvaag, music by Arthur
Berdahl Christmas 1962, President Rand and Berdahl correspondence
1974
Copies of his letters to friends in Norway, 1924-1929
Giants in the Earth pageant at lowa State University, 1928
Comment on "Peder Seier'
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Gleanings from the Ibsen course the second semester, 1925
Course taught by Relvaag at St. Olaf College, Volume edited by
Lyla Sivesind; List of students and their paper titles: "Biography of
Henrik Ibsen to 1865" by Louyse Dahl, "Biography from
1864-1905" by Clara Bjorngjeld, "Temperament and Milieu" by
Valborg Johnson, "Kongestanken" by Gladys Gurholt, "The Ibsen
System of Morality" by H. E. Jacobson, "Moral and Immoral
Literature" by Norma Tuve, "A Study of Ibsen's Ghosts" by H. A.
Sevendseid, "Symbolism in Ibsen" by Marjorie Peterson,
"Symbolism in Ibsen" by Bertha Rorstad, "Symbolism in Ibsen" by
Gertrude Mork, "Symbolism in Ibsen" by Hazel Swenson, "The
Law of Progress" by H. Richard Rasmussen, "The Psychology of
the Average Theatre Crowd" by Freda Narland, "Ibsen's Women"
by Inez Hagen and Myrtle Danhl, "Ibsen's Women" by Norma
Herreid, "The Feminist Movement" by Luella Thygesen, "Ibsen
and the Feminist Movement" by Gladys Vathing, "Ibsen the
Feminist" by Lyla Sivesind, "The ‘New Woman' in America and
other Lands" by Gladys Peterson, "The Modern Woman in
America and other Lands" by Arua Njaa, "Ibsen in America" by
Rachel Bridston, "Ibsen in American Colleges" by Judith Rérstad,
"The Labyrinth of Ibsen's Philosophy" by Amos Stolen, "An
Appreciation of, and my Reaction to, the Study of Ibsen" by
Joseph Loe.

Gleanings from the Ibsen course the second semester, 1923
Gleanings from the Ibsen Course, the Second Semester, 1923,"
Course taught by Rglvaag at St. Olaf College, Volume edited by
Harriet Hilleboe; List of students and their paper titles: "A
Biography of Henrik Ibsen" by Anna Glesne, "Ibsen's ‘Peer Gynt'
and Goethe's ‘Faust™ by Rolf Syrdal, "A Doll's House" by Christian
Justesen, "The Wild Duck" by Anna Anderson, "The Lady from the
Sea" by Iva Jackson, "Hedda Gabler" by Ruth Wang, "A Critical
Study of ‘Ghosts™ by Florence Hovde, "On Presenting Ibsen" by
Lawrence Mickelson, "Ibsen in America" by Borghild Roe, "Ibsen's
Influence in America" by Ruth Vaaler, "Ibsen's Women" by Nordis
Felland, "Romanticism and Realism in Literature" by Ragnhild
Rasmussen, "Ambition and Will vs. Possibilities and Talents" by
Arthur Lokensgaard, "The Psychology of Temptation" by Fredrik
Schiotz, "The Disillusionment of Society" by Harriet Hilleboe,
"Moral and Immoral Literature" by Constance Weswig, "Immoral
Literature" by Orin P. Thorson, "Heredity" by Philip S. Dybvig.

Ibsen course notes by Ragnhild Rasmussen Lunde, 1922-1923

Statement supporting Doctor of Letters degree from the University of

Wisconsin at Madison, 1929
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Includes: "Glenn Frank of the University of Wisconsin" by Steven
D. Zink, "Wisconsin Magazine of History" (Winter 1978-79), with
photograph (p. 110) of 1929 honorary degree recipients; Program
of dinner (21 December 1926) honoring L. W. Boe and O.E.
Ralvaag "on the occasion of their decoration as Knights of St.
Olav."

Borglum catalog, 1927
Catalog "Exhibition of sculpture by Gutzon Borglum.” Avery
Library, Columbia University, 1914 February 28 with 1927 May 25
inscription to Rglvaag from Borglum.

"Fgderad" contract on Rglvaag, 1844
Copy with typed transcription/translation, and associated
correspondence, 1963. Map of Dgnna included.

Davis articles in response to Hoisale and Klovstad, circa 1930
Missing from the collection: "The study of pioneer life: a
communication" by LeRoy G. Davis ("Minnesota History"
December 1929, pp 430-435) and "Two replies to Mr. Davis" by
Einar Hoidale and J. H. Klovstad ("Minnesota History" March
1930, pp 63-74); Letter of Hoidale to Rglvaag (16 January 1930)
with typed copy of his reply; Typed translation of Klovstad's reply
by Carl G. O. Hansen, and Klovstad's letters to Hansen
concerning it.

English Primer Rglvaag used when he first came to America, circa 1897
"Graded Lessons in English" by Reed and Kellogg (1897) Signed
by Relvaag with his annotations.

Miscellaneous
Photographs of Rglvaag home and backyard, Drawing of boy in
boat, Funeral, Road named after O.E. Rglvaag in the Norwegian
town of Mo | Rana (1926-1962, Undated); 13 Postcards from and
to O.E. Rglvaag (1906-1924, Undated); Norwegian magazine
article by O.E. Rglvaag and interview with Solveig Zempel, his
granddaughter (1985); Letter (in Norwegian) to Rglvaag from
Kristian Norday Bekkevold (1957); Copies of and correspondence
about the opera “Beret and Per Hansa” by Ernest Haugen based
on Rglvaag’'s work (1975-1986, Undated); Article about Rglvaag
titles “O. E. Relvaag: Lessons from an Immigrant Author” by his
granddaughter, Dr. Solveig Zempel printed in “Congratulations! An
intellectual tribute to Ellen” (2007); Sundance on the Mountain by
Olav Wallo (1987).

Reglvaag's hymnal, undated

St. Olaf College Song Book, undated

Music textbook belonging to Reglvaag and "Bgrneharpen”, undated

Account book for the J. M. Berdahl store in Canton, South Dakota,

1899-1904
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Miscellaneous music

"For Faedrearven" Society constitution, 1920

"For Faedrearven" Society clippings, 1919-1935

"For Feedrearven" newspapers scrapbook, 1921 February 3-1922 June

15

Norwegian-American Historical Association scrapbook and pamphlet,

circa 1925 July 24

Tax information and correspondence with Clarence Berdahl, 1943-1963
Restricted.

“My years at St. Olaf’ by Paul Schmidt

“The Slip Up Settlement and Ole Rolvaag” by Clarence Berdahl

“Dr. John Kildahl: En mindebok”

The Norwegian Club yearbook, 1927

“‘Rolvaag’s Beret as spiritual descent of Ibsen’s Brand” by Pricilla

Homala, 1986

“Den godhjarta kona og fleire nye sogur” by Olaf Norli, 1907

Front cover of “Whale on a table” with notes

Publications from the Rglvaag library, 1925-1986

Winneola Corporation
Winneola was a large tract of land located in Itasca county,
Minnesota. Around 1907, the original partnership of six men
purchased 1400 acres. The original partnership consisted of
George Berg (Registrar at St. Olaf), Erik Hetle (Professor at St.
Olaf), S.H. Holstad (Owner of Holstad Coffee Co. in Minneapolis),
George Homnes (Lawyer from Crosby, North Dakota), and O.E.
Rolvaag.
“The Winneola Story” by Edie and Ed Buttenhof, 1988 June
Winneola correspondence, maps, and agreements
Winneola corporate records
Winneola files from Karl Rolvaag
Winneola Board meeting, 1956-1955
Karl Rolvaag correspondence, 1950-1953

Reel-to-reel audio recordings, 1955, 1969
Includes Minnesota Historical Society interview with Jennie
Rolvaag (1955) and Norwegian Broadcasting program on
O.E. Rglvaag (1969).

Bjerke bibliographic notes
Includes miscellaneous cards, Relvaag writings by date, writing
about Rolvaag by author or name of newspapers, and reviews of
Rglvaags books by title.

Scrapbook notecards from the Rglvaag library, 1930-circa 1950
Notes mentions of Rglvaag in newspapers and elsewhere. Also
includes notes on other Norwegian-Americans, organizations, and
those closely associated with Rglvaag.
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72 Publications from the Rglvaag library, 1913-1949
Includes Karl Rolvaag’s campaign poster for Congress.
Publications include Nordmanns-Forbundet (1936, 1949), Lille
Norge Avisen (1944-1945), Julehelig og Juleglede (1958), Jul i
Vesterheimen (1913, 1917).

73 St. Olaf College master's degree diploma, 1910

74 1 Gopher Historian “Ole Edvard Rglvaag,” 1964
74 2 Clippings about Rglvaag and theater performances
74 3 Various photographs
74 4 Postcards, circa 1908
Also includes Christine Berdahl memorial pamphlet, 1975.
74 5 Ella Valborg Rglvaag notebook, undated
74 6 “Ti det Norske folk” by Christopher Bruun
74 7 “‘Relvaag’s Giants in the Earth: A comparison of the Norwegian and
American versions of the novel” by Hilda Thora Mathisen Lommel
74 8 Jennie berdah’s record card from Minnehaha County Common Schools,
1886
74 9 Draumkveee, undated
74 10 “Ingenigr Tinius Olsen en Norsk Banebryter for material prgvemaskiner i
Amerika,” 1925
74 11 “Bedstevenner” by Mimi Swensen, owned by Rglvaag
74 12 Clippings on Karl and Ella Rglvaag, Solveig Zempel, and Relvaag
exhibit
74 13 Waldemar Ager signed photograph and postcards, 1912, 1924
74 14 “Just a teacher in Northfield by in Europe a famous novelist” from the
Journal Magazine, circa 1920s
74 15 Helgelands Blad clippings, 1995
74 16 Articles about Rglvaag, undated
75-76 Diplomas and certificates
Includes Adelphic Literary Society, 1901; Augustana College
Preparatory course, 1901; Augustana parochial normal course,
1901; Marriage certificate, 1909 July 9; Baptism of Olaf Arnljot,
1909 July 9; Doctor of Letters from the University of Wisconsin,
1929. Also includes Jennie Berdahl’s diploma of merit, 1887;
Confirmation, 1895; Public school, 1893; Garretson summer
school, 1897 April; Augustana College Adelphic Literary Society,
preparatory and normal course, 1904 June.
77 6 Ole Relvaag and Jennie Berdahl wedding announcement, 1908

Section VII: Materials collected about Relvaag
Box Folder Description
11 1 “‘Analysis of O. E. Rdlvaag’s Pure Gold”
Creative Reading Discussions in Current Literature
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Kristian Nordagy materials, 1957
Includes songbook and large map.
Peder Rglvaag, “Historien,” 1985
Jennie Rglvaag’s notes in notebook, undated
Jennie Rglvaag’s index to Rglvaag materials, undated
Naming of the Rglvaag Library
Newspaper clipping: Chicago alumni suggest naming of library,
Manitou Messenger article, pictures outside Rglvaag library,
Newspaper articles announcing dedication of library
Jennie Rglvaag article, 1959
On cabin in the north woods, includes pictures; Daughter of
famous novelist tells how O. E. Rglvaag found Inspiration in the
north woods.
Minnesota Historical Society Interview with Mrs. Rglvaag, 1955 April
Gopher Historian article, 1964
Correspondence, newspaper clipping and playbook of “Giants in the
Earth” musical at Columbia University
Evelyn Berdahl reminiscences translating “Pure Gold” and summer
1929
in Northfield; March 30, 1972
L. J. Njus article “Fra Midtvestens Saga,” 1946
140th Wagon Train Reunion brochure, 2013
Includes Eleven Covered Wagons DVD and pamphlets,
proclamation, registration, hotel and event information.
Biography of Anna Haugan Berdahl by JoAnn Hoglund Mattheis, 1975
O. E. Rolvaag: A Bibliography by Robert A. Bjerke, 1973
Paul Reigstad Master’s Thesis and correspondence with Mrs. Rglvaag
Rolvaag His Life and Art Paul Reigstad book, “Journey to Rglvaag” by
Paul Reigstad in “The Norseman”
Radio Program, Moorhead State College, 1953
Rglvaag Symposium, St. Olaf College, 1974
Exhibit, St. Olaf College, 1983
Rolvaag's books as Manedensbok in Norway, 1975
Map showing approximate site of "Giants in the Earth"
Essays by Eckstein, Grider, Mossberg, Reiff
Centennial observances, University of Oslo and St. Olaf, 1976 June
24-27
See also Einar Haugen papers.
O.E.R. International Literature Seminar (Sandnessjgen, Norway), 1995
"Inntrykk fra America," 1927
Contains speech by Rglvaag
"Two stories by O.E.R. with an essay by W. Ager,"
Translation by Solveig Tweet Zempel.
"My Memories of O.E.R. as a Teacher" by Clarence Kilde
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1-2

Sigmund Hammer "Ole Rglvaag" talk
Given to the Yggdrasil Literary Society, Jan. 12.
Screenplay by Richard Monaco
Incomplete.
"Beret and Per Hansa, an American folk opera" by Ernest Hagen
"Kingdom Come" by Amlin Gray
Review of "When the Wind is in the South",
Translation by Solveig Tweet Zempel.
Phonorecord of "Reglvaag's 80th Birthday," WCAL Record, 1956 April 22
"Critical readings to accompany 'Giants in the Earth," 1990
Created by Steven Skattebo for sections of English 102 taught at
the University of Arizona.
"Letters from America: The Life and Times of O.E. Rglvaag" video, circa
1983
From Unity Productions, 1983. Includes script, and related
articles and reviews, 1988-1990. Contact the archivist about
digital viewing of the video.
Peter Amos Reinertsen letter to Gudrun Hovde-Gvaale, 1960 May 10
In response to her request for information about Relvaag and
Peder I. Reinertsen, Peter Amos' father. Includes his own
reminiscences and quotes from August 1932 writing on Relvaag;
Hovde-Gvaale's "Foredrag i Norsk Rikskringkasting" (1956 April
22); Rglvaag's "Nordmann og amerikanar" (undated).
Sortland articles, 1998
"Ole Rglvaag and Lincoln Colcord: The building of a friendship
and the making of a book" by Allan B. Sortlan.
Photocopy of letter from Bill Moyers, 1992 June 5
States "'Giants in the Earth' is my favorite book of all time and one
that had an enormous impact on my imagination." Contributed by
Kristoffer Paulson, 1999.
Jennie Rglvaag writings, 1941-1970
"Memories" A history of the Ladies Aid of St. John's Lutheran
Church, Northfield, Minnesota (3 May 1951); "Pioneer Festival
Day" (n.d.); Notes for a talk to Southern Minnesota Women's
Missionary Federation about writing a history (6 June 1941);
Obituary for Jennie Marie Berdahl Rglvaag (9 April 1970).
Norwegian radio program about Rolvaag, 1969 July
Folder of postcards sent from various locations in Europe, Norway, and
Iceland
Jenny Rowberg typescript, circa 1930
Attributed to Jenny Rowberg unnamed 18 page typescript
manuscript that is more or less a travelogue of Norway.
Oyvind T. Gulliksen Luther College class project, 2008

Norwegian-American Historical Association
norwegianamericanhistory.org



53 5-6

53 7

Collected student papers postulating what the fourth novel of
"Giants" series should be like.

"Peder Seier" theater production at Nordland Teater, circa 2005
Newspaper clipping from Norsk Shakespeare (Feb. 2006) and
Laurdag, 2005 January 15.

Judith Jean Hatchcock thesis, 1969
"Pioneer Life in Trilogies by Conrad Richter and Ole Rglvaag"
thesis submitted by Judith Jean Hathcock at the Texas
Technological College.

53 8 "Genius Misled: Relvaag to Puzo--The Evolving Corruption of the
American Romantic Hero" by Kristoffer F. Paulson, undated

56 6-7

Poster advertising "Giants in the Earth" and book jackets for Relvaag's

works; Poster "Karl Rglvaag for Congressman," undated
58 2 Library, Granskou reviews, and opera by Douglas Moore scrapbook,

undated
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