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“That question is not very easily answered,as we have

no exact data as to the actual number of persons of Norwegian

extraction in the Uﬂited States., Hon.0.PBP.Jacobson,Railroad

and ¥arehouse Commissioner of Minnesota on the basis of figures

given by President X.G.Quamme of the Federal Land Bank,St,

Paul ,states that the total number of persons of Norwegian

descent is fully 5,000,000. This figure is undoubtedly much

too high. Conservatifely.it may be said that that there are

at least 2,250,000 persons of Norwegian blood in the United

Statee at the present time,a Norwegian population about

equal in nu@ber to that of the old fatherland,Norway., The

Fourteenth Census gives the number o? those who are born of

Norwegian immigrsnt parentage in thie country and those of

foreign birth ms 3402862250f0fhthege 363,862 were born in

P |
borrx Americans even to the &wurth generationé,whose parents

Norway. To these figures Ejz& be addid thérdumber of native

were not horn across the seas,which would give A number ap-
proximating the one given,namely 2 ,250,000,."%

"Are there any Norwegians in Canada?"

"Yes; quite a number. According to the Canddian
censug of 1921,there were in Canada at thatbtime 68,866
persons of Norwegian origine Of thesz 22,186 were born in
the United States , 23,568 in Canada,and 23,102 clsewhere,
mostly in Norway. Since this census was taken, 5,559 have
arrived in Canada by way of @cean ports and 319 from the
United States,making a total,not counting natural irncrease
in pop»ulation ,of74,734 perceons of Norwegian descent now

located

living in Canada., Of these sbout 45% are loacted in

Saskatchewan and 303 in Alberta.
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"ghat kind of Americans do.the Norwegian immigrants make?"

“'They make excellent Americans. Th<« Norwegians are an
industrious,thrifty,capable,intelligent,veaceful ,and law-
abiding people,with a remarkable power of adaptation,readily
adapting themscslves to new situations,institutions,and environ-—
mente Hence they quickly become Americanized and enter into
the spirit of American ideals and institutions., Tliere are,of
course,éome black sheep among them,too,but they are the ex—
ceptions,not the rule, The Norwegian immigrants and their
descendantc have ffom the very first taien an active interest
in the political sffairs of our country,and many of them have,
filled high positions of public, trust in the com*uni%y.atate,
and nation. No less than 8ix of them have become U.,S.8enators,
"{®blve of them state governors,and many have served in thg
diplomatic service of the United States, Their patriotism
and loyalty to American ideals and institutions have been
repeatedly demonestrated in their readiness to serve under
the Stare and Stripes in the various fighting units of the
U.S.army and navy. Though only s comparatively few had
‘been in this country long enough to estabiish permanent homes
and become somewhat acclimated,at ihes time the Civ&l war broke
out,no less than 7,000 or 8,000 o¥ Norwmegians ,many of themn
fresh from the old country,unsble to speak the language of
their adopted land,foughtin that bloody struggle for human
liberty and the preservation of the Union. One of the "sloopers":
had three sons,and they 2all enlisted in Co.},36th Illinois
Volunteers,one as captain,one as sergeant,and one as private,

The captain becamelliketomant e6lomel and the serzeant first
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"Are tnere any Norse—Ame :icans of oﬁtstanding success

and signal achievement?"
Tovo "Why,yes; there are quite a nu'ber of them, There are the
-wtu great soldiers of the Civil War,Col.Hans C.Hegg and Col,
Porter C.0lson,both of them sons of immigrants,and the Minne-—
sota boy,Aldred W.Bjornstad ,recently promoted to the rank of
major—general., Gen.,Bjornstad is a spiendid example of what
diligent and conscientious application coupled with native.
ability and high a @Pln puroo%e can accomplish, There is
the miilionaire baaknr Harold Thorson who died recently. He
.rose frqm poverty,became the founder of some thirty bankgs in
North Dekota,a; well as one of the chief factors in the
success of one of St.Paul's great financial institutions., He
left‘the bulk of his sr=at wealth as & building fund for St.
Olaf college,the greatest Norwegian Lutheran educational
institution in this country,located at Northfield ,Minn. There
is Gunvald Qus ,the great construction engineer of New York,
born and trained in Norway,and one of the most experi and
successful engineers in this country, His greatest achieve-
ment is the designing and construction of the steel structure
which is the back—bone of the giant Woolworth Building,lew)
Yorxe There are the Hoff brothers ,0vlaf Hoff ,the great sub-—
marine tuqnel buiider,and J,H.Hoff,the chief engineer of the
Aumerican Bridge Company. ‘There are Gustav L.Clausen,the great
Chicago sewer expert,and A.B.Neuman,the designer and builder of
the large plant of the U.S5.5teel Corporation at Gary,Ind. An-—

other remarxable Norse—American in the engineering world was

F.W.Cappelen,for many years the city engineer of Minneapolis.















