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Inspired by the magnificent spirit displayed by the brave flyers of 

Camp Little Norway and the heroic men of the Norwegian 

Merchant Marine, the Scandinavian Chorus of Phila., is asking the people 

in Philadelphia and vicinity to support its endeavor to raise funds for the 

benefit of these two groups of unselfish and freedom-loving men. 

Many of these have given their all. May their sacrifice inspire our 

generosity. 

All proceeds of this concert will be forwarded through the Camp 

Little Norway Assn. of Philadelphia. 

Greeting from Lt. Col. Ole Reistad 

I think CLNA will live in the history of the Norwegian-American 
relationship_ I feel sure that everyone in the "Second Army" will be able 
to assist Norway today effectively through the CLN A. 

On behalf of the Training Center, I would like to send our heartiest 
thanks for what your organization has done and I hope it may increase 
to such an extent that the frnal goal set up in the beginning may be 
reached. CLN A can have the satisfaction of knowing that the money 
they have given is heing used in a way to give the best possible re­
sults. It is also indicative that any activity bearing the name "Little 
Norway" is responsible and of a high standard, which standard was 
built up by the boys fighting overseas with their blood. 

All the boys at Little Norway and those now in action overseas send 
you their best wishes for the New Year, and all of us trust that through 
our united efforts, next year, the whole world may be at peace. 
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CAMP LITTLE NORWAY ASSOCIATION, Inc. 
PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER 

The Camp Little Norway Association, Inc., of Minneapolis, Minne­
sota, operating under U. S. State Department License No. 513, was or­
ganized by spirited Norwegian-Americans in 1941 for the purpose and 
aim of becoming the U. S. 0. of fighting Norway. Since its organization, 
it has branched out in numerous chapters thruout the United States. 

The Philadelphia Branch of this organization was organized in the 
Philadelphia Norwegian Seamen's Church on November 19, 1942 in the 
presence of Lt. Col. Ole Reistad, commanding the Royal Norwegian Air 
Force training in Canada. This chapter, which is incorporated in the 
State of Pennsylvania, elected the following officers: 

President 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Alf Herschel 

R. A. Gravdahl 

Peder Kristiansen 

Johs. Aardal, Pastor of the Norwegian Seamen's 
Church, located at 22 South Third St., Phila., 
headquarters of the association. 

The church was filled to overflow during this organization meeting, 
and the prospect of now being able to make a concerted effort to as­
sist the training Fighting Forces of Norway was greeted with enthusi­
asm. Approximately 150 of those present indicated their intention to 
become active me,mbers in the organization. 

The purpose of the organization is to aid and assist the Norwegian 
training forces in Canada, as well as the Merchant Ma1·ine sailors with 
comfort and recreation, including hospital and recreation homes in Can­
ada. Any contribution given to the Association for this purpose is 
deductible from the federal income tax in accordance with U. S. Treas­
ury Department ruiing- dated July 14, 1942. 

During- the month of December, 1942, our Philadelphia Chapter has 
received more than $2000 cash in contributions from Norwegian-A111eri­
cans and Friends of Norway in our territory. 

It is the intention of our Philadelphia Chapter to arrange lectures 
and moving picture entertainment for this purpose. 

Prospective new members are requested to notify Rev. Johs Aardal, 
22 outh Third Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

It is our hope that all Norwegians and friends of Nonvay in Phila­
delphia and surrounding territory will gather around the work carried 
on by the Philadelphia Chapter of the Camp Little Norway Assn., so that 
we may be able to render effective assistance to Norway's Fighting 
Forces. 
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As far back as we can follow in Norway's history, our country has 
been known as a maritime nation. This is particularly so during the past 
100 years, a period of national development which has plainly shown that 
Norway's very existence, economic and social, yea, her honor and her 
fortune, as we would say in Norwegian, is inextricably bound to the sea. 

This is quite natural and understandable as 60 percent of the total 
boundary of our country is bathed by the waters of the sea, hence a 
great majority of our people inhabit a rugged coast where a boat is the 
most convenient medium of transportation and communication. But 
whereas the cliffs and mountains along the greater part of Norway's 
coast line form a barrier, the sea has been no barrier; it has been like an 
open plain, which strange as it seems, has enticed our people throu'gh 
the ages. 

The sea has been no bal'l'ier for our people and their contact with 
other lands. The sea has enabled our homeland and its flag to be known 
in all parts of the world. It has been the means of and for the high 
standard of living enjoyed in Norway before its tragic invasion. It has 
through our seamen reflected the glory and honor upon our country. 

At the time of Norway's invasion, April a, 1940, its total tonnage 
of merchant ships was the fourth largest in the world. Our ships con­
formed to the most modern in type and efficiency. Our tankers, which 
composed appi·oximately 40 percent of our total tonnage, were considered 
among the finest and best equipped in the world. These were of partie­
ular pride to our country and its people. 

One-fourth of the world's most efficient merchant marine-such was 
Norway's position at the time of the invasion-think of this. Think also 
what a colossal triumph for Hitler had this great fleet of ships fallen 
into his hands; think what a catastrophe this would have been for 
Norway and the world. Be assured that attempts to accomplish this 
were not lacking, and on a level with their despicable invasion of Norway, 
so the Germans attempted by false radio messages to entice our ships 
to steer for Norwegian or German ports. They reckoned wrongly. 
Yes, Hitler reckoned wrongly, for the reply of the Norwegian Merchant 
Marine was an emphatic refusal, a refusal so sharp and positive that 
it stands as a sparkling page in history of Norway's contribution 
in the fight for freedom. 

Norway, under its free King and its free Government, is making 
a mighty contribution to freedom's great and holy cause, and in this 
our Norwgeian seamen are acclaimed as Norway's front line soldiers, 
their contribution being equal to an armed force of 1,000,000 men, and 
Norway's flag, notwithstanding the might of Hitler's war machine, flies 
high and free on our Norwegian ships, bringing to all the same message. 

Norway at war. 
Norway is not conquered. 
Norway will again arise as a free and self-sustained country. 

Johannes Aardal, 

Norwegian Seamen's Church 
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History of Camp Little Norway 
Muskoka - V esle Skaugum 

Training Centers of the Royal Norwegian 
Air Fcrce in Canada 

BY CATHERINE GROTH SPARROW 

AT- THE VERY EDGE of the city, on the shore of Lake Ontario, 
01iposite the Island Airport, lies Cami, Little Norway, in Toronto. A 
fresh breeze from the Jake blows over it and the lawns are green be­
tween the light gray barracks. The Norwegian flag waves f~om the 

.flagpole and the tall, fair-haired sentin~ls exchange rem:irks m Nor• 
wegian with the khaki or blue-clad sol~iers who come w1q, one ques• 
tion or another. The atmosphere is cordial, the manner efficient. Camp 
Little Norway is a bit of Norway. 

Although the first founded and best known,_ Camp Little Norw~y 
• is only one of the three Royal Norwegian Air Force Centers m 
Canada. At present only advanced instruction in aviation is given there. 

. Elementary flying. instruction is given pilots at C~
1
mp Musk?ka, s~me 

J 20 miles north of Toronto, while "Vesle Skaugum some thirty miles 
farther north is a recruiting center as well as a rest and recreation 
camp. 

The animating spirit of the Norwegian aviation camps in Canada 
is the Commander, Lieutenant Colonel Ole Reistad. His energy and 
initiative, aided by a strong personality slightly reminiscent of Nan• 
·sen's, and his experiences as an aviator in the Battle of ~orway_ h~ve 
combined to make him the brilliant leader of Norwegian aviation 
abroad He is aided by a staff of capable, enthusiastic officers all of 
whom ·fought in the Norwegian Air Force during the German invasion 
of Norway. Most of them expect to go back to fight. airain before long. 
These men as well as their commander, know what fighting the Ger• 
mans in the air means. They do uot teach from theory only. By 
their skill and determination they have not only organized Norwegian 
aviation schools they have crystalized a people's will to survive into 
a definite. concrete undertaking. From a sma11 and more or less tempo­
rarv beginning the Royal Norwegian Air Force Centers have devel­
oped into a permanent institution. "They are here to stay", as Colonel 
Reistad says. and whether in war or peace will have an influence on 
Norway's aviation, military or commercial. 

CamJl Little Norway was opened in November 1940. Its founders 
were Colonel Bjarne Oen of the Hoyal Norwegian Air Force and Rear• 
Admiral Riiser-Larsen of the Royal Norwegian Naval Air Force 1

• 

\Vh.-:.n, after two months' heroic resistance to the Germans, the I<ing 
of Norway and the Norwegian Government decided to leave for Eng• 
land to carry on the fight from abroad, Scotland became the base 
for the Norwegian Army; the Norwegian Navy joined the British; 
the officers of the Royal Norwegian Air Force went to Canada. 
Canada was chosen because it lay on this side of the Atlantic, where 
most of the planes which Norwav had ordered in 1939 at a cost of some 
twenty million dollars still awaited shipment. The Norwegian officers 
came to take onr those planes and, as the United States was neutral 
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HISTORY OF CAMP LITTLE NORWAY 

at the_ time, the only place where a Norwegian aviation center could be 
established was Camala. After negotiations with the Canadian Govern­
ment the Island Airport at Toronto was leased by the Norwegian Gov­
ernment, together with the site for a camp on the mainland. 

This was the origin of Camp Little Norway. Since then several 
SQ';Jad~ons trained at. Little Norway are flying as separate Norwegian 
un!ts m th_e R. A. F. m planes belonging to the Norwegian Government, 
painted with Norweg-ian colors. They are in action principally over 
Iceland and Great Britian. Many individual 1>ilots from Little Nor­
way are flying as fighters in the R. A. F. Many others are in the 
Fer~y Co_mmand, taking 1>lanes across the seas. Everywhere the Nor­
wegian 1>Ilots have received the highest commendation for their ability. 
and audacity_ "Cat's Eye Norsemen" some of them have been called 
for their uncannay cleverness in night fighting. 

No fig_ures can ?c given as to the numbers of the men in trainin~ 
but they include pilots, ground crews, and workers in the various 
~ervices_ of _sup1>I~. All receive a certain military training aside from 
111struct1on rn their own special branch. About half of the 11ilots train 
as fighters, others for bombing. 

All of the men are volunteers, most of them Norwegians who es­
caped from Norway, after the German occupation. A few Americans 
of N~rwegian de~cent joined u11 with Little Norway was first organized, 
~mt since th~ Umted States entered the war these men naturally enlist 
111 the American forces. Many men come from tor11edoed ships. There 
are ~ome Swedes, a few Danes, and even a Finn among the recruits, 
11rovmg the Scandinavian solidarity is still strong. 

r1:he system of instruction followed in the Norwegian Training Cen• 
ters 1s that of the most up to date American and British Aviation 
ca_mps. Consequently both Little Norway and Muskoka are equipped 
with schoolrooms, chart rooms, instrument rooms, Link trainers, radio 
apJ>ara~us, _etc. of t_he highest order. At the airfields are large hangars 
and Fairchild, C_urt1s and Douglas planes, all of which have been bought 
by the orwegian Government and carry Norwegian colors. 

The camps are permeated with an air of comradeship and quiet 
efficiency. There is something about the way the men move and work 
that ri1akes you f~el they are not just soldiers, but co-workers, part• 
ners 111 an enterprise. O!ficers are saluted with military precision, but 
more as comrades of a higher rank than as superiors to whom a show 
of exa_ggeraed respect is requird. You feel that the men are proud 
of their cam11, proud of being Norwel!'ians. And when you consider 
how much Norway with her three million inhabitants has contributed 
to the _cause of the_Unitcd Nations, and that of all the entirely occupied 
countries Norway is the only one to have organized anything compar­
abl~ to thes~ training centers, you feel that their pride is justifiable. 
Incidentally 1t may be remarked that the men are proud of their a1>­
pearance .. their blond hair, their usually fine physique, their attraction 
for the girls. 

When you see these good-looking, young, healthy boys on their way 
to airfields or ?arracks it is hard to believe that they have been through 
all the ~ardsh1ps rou. read a?out, that they have escaped the Gestapo 
at the risk of their lives, sailed across the North Sea or Atlantic in 
op_e!1. boats, swum. for life in seas of burning oil, floated for days in 
dr11t111,,-rafts. It 1s only when you try to get them to tell their experi­
ences _th~t you realize it. To get them to talk is like pulling teeth. To 
them 1t 1s an o)d story-the 1>ast. These boys are young; they don't live 
~n the p_ast. 1 hey look to the fut~re; they want to get overseas, to get 
1nto ~ct10n. So !11uch has been written about their adventures that they 
are t,~ed of he~r11_1g about them. They don't want publicity. Their atti­
tude 1s very s11nilar t.o that of the soldiers back from the front line 
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HISTORY OF CAMP LITTLE NORWAY t 

trenches in the last. war. They did not like to talk of their ex1>eriences, 
either. 

And yet, j 11st as civilians in the last war talked heroics, we feel that 
the exploits of these boys should be told. "Why did you leave Nor­
way?" I asked one the boys. "Didn't you realize the risk you we~e 
taking?" Oh, yes", he said, "but I just had to". And in the way he ~a•d 
it you realized that had he stayed in Norway it would have been inst 
as dangerous; in escaping he ran a chance of helping his country. "A 
young man can't live in Norway now." said another, and in his words 
you felt a pent-up resistance must burst forth, sooner or later. 

Many of the boys made their escape to England across the N<?rth 
Sea in small fishing boats. "Six boys in a 22-foot boat were machine­
gunned; one was killed, one badly wounded, only one was not hit at 
all", an officer told me. "Their boat was riddled with holes and stuffed 
with rags. They worked the 1>11m1> day and night but got to the Shet­
lands. One boy was almost a year on the way_ He came by the way of 
Finland, Sweden, Russia. He went across to Turkey to Baku, across the 
Caspian Sea to Basra on the Persian Gulf, to Bombay, Capetown, 
and Liveri>ool. In England he found his younger brother who had 
crossed the North Sea in a liltle fishing-boat, had got to Toronto 
and trained as a 11ilot and had been sent to England. A nineteen year 
old boy came from a whaling ship in the Antarctic, another in the 
Pacific. One was taken aboard a German raider and escaped. Another 
was taken to a prison camp in the Orient and escaped". As the chauf• 
feur of may car remarked, as he pushed his cap further to the side and 
front of his head until it almost touched his nose, "They've all had 
some excitement, I guess". He himself had sailed the Seven Seas 
to join up. 

At Muskoka, near Gravenhurst, the airfield is leased from the 
Canadian Government as at Little Norway, but the camp grounds­
some 300 acres-are the pro11erty of the Norwegians. This aviation 
camp too is admirably equipped with hangars, schoolrooms, chart 
rooms, instrument rooms, while an im11osing array of planes is lined 
UJ> in the field or spread like birds in the air. Elementary flying in­
struction is given the boys at Muskoka, and it is impossible for the 
Norwegian Government to get planes for intermediate training, in­
struction at the intermediate stage is given under the British Common­
wealth Air Training Plan at schools in the Middle ,vest. The Nor­
wegian Government pays the cost of training the J>ilots. When they 
finish their in'.ermediate training, they return to Camp Little Norway 
where they take advanced training on Curtis fighters and Douglas 
bombers before going overseas. 

It is interesting to see how everything has been taken advantage of 
at l\1uskoka. The old farm hou ·e has been transformed into a modern 
clinic-medical and dental-with infirmary. The barn has been turned 
into sleeping quarters with a large Finnish steam bath and adjoining 
showers installed underneath. The men, by the way, sleep in double 
decker bunks and each man has a large locker for his clothes. The most 
striking building at Muskoka, however, is the beautiful log house used 
as mess and recreation hall below and sleeping quarters above. lt was 
formalJy inau,guratecl last Nlay by Crown Prine~ Olaf and Crown 
Princess Martha. It is built in the old traditional Norwegian style, but 
the plan is modern and extremely 11ractical. . It is the work of the young 
and talented Oslo architect now known as Second Lieutenant Engh. 
As the logs were taken from trees hewn on the 11lace, and as the joining 
was done principally by Finns many of whom belong in the camp, the 
cost of this really magnificent b•iilcling was reduced to a minmum. I 
was for!unate enough to visit M uskoka at the time when the Nor­
wegian Prime Minister Johan Nygaarsvold and the Norwegian Minister 
to Canada, Mr. Daniel Steen, were received by the Commaning Officer 
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of the Camp, Lieutenant Hans Lund. 
.A most excellent but simple luncheon was served-delicious Nor­

wegian Koldt Bord with cold meats and vegetable salads followed by 
perfectly grilled chops and wonderful dessert. I could not 'help remark­
mg ~bout food to my neighbor. He happened to be the camp doctor 
and informed me that the most important thing about it was its care­
fully plann_ed nourishment and vitamin content. This, he said, was true 
of all the food served in all the cam1>s. "It might not he appetizing for 
all that", I remark~cl. !",Veil, we're lucky in the cam1>s. Many of the 
cooks come from shq>s noted for fine food. A great many in fact were 
on whale-boats." 

MUskoka h_as a mascot-the drollest possible little bear cub, caught 
in the woods right near the camp, a gift from a Canadian friend. He 
was sol~m~1ly introduced to the Prime Minister and eyed him with 
much 1111sg1vmg. After considerable bribing with sugar and milk, how­
ever he condescended to rise on his hind legs and give a paw. 

Most of the boys in the Norwegian camps have their parents and 
relatives in Norway. Very few, indeed, have any close connections on 
this side of th~ ocean.- So, although the Canadians haYe been extremely 
kmd and hospitable, it was felt that a rest and recreation center where 
the boys could go on leave in Norwegian surroundings was really nec­
essary. Funds were raised through the profits of the boys' own camp 
canteen. They 1>ay for everything they buy at the canteen and in this 
way made a p~ofit of S6000. \Vith this' and a gift from a Norwegian in 
Central America, they were able to buy what is now known as Vesle 
Sk~ugum. Little Skaugum was named after the residence of the Cr-0wn 
f~rin~e and Crown !'rincess near Oslo and it is like a bit of Norway. It 
lle.s m th.e mountam and lake region of Ontado, near Huntsville some 
thrrt~ miles north of M uskoka. The main guest house and cdbins­
remams of a former summer camp-are of old-age darkened logs. The 
grounds s1>read. out between the two lakes bordered by dee1>, somber for­
~sts. A n~o~e uleal spot for recreation, summer or winter, could not be 
l"ound .. H1rkmg, swimming or fishing, skiing or skating, can be carried 
on as m ~orway ~t~d here come boys on leave, boys needing a rest, as 
wel! as y•lots wa1tmg ~o be sent. over-seas, their training completed. 
,vh1le \ esle S~~ugum 1s not stnctly speaking a military unit, it is 
used as a_ recru1tmg_ cent.er for new arrivals. Here they can recuperate 
aft~r their ~xhaustmg. J~urneys aeross the world while learning the 
rud1m~nts of th.e solcher s art. Here, too, Second Lieutenant Engh 
has b_uilt a beautiful log house to serve as a mess hall, reading room, and 
sle_ep!ng quarters _for the men. The soldiers have handed over this new 
bmldmg to the Air Force for use as a recruit school and other courses 
~or the ~uration of ~he war as an ex1>ression of their special interest 
lil th_e Air Force. Lieutenant Erik Bjorneby is Commander of the Re­
crmtmg Center. 

. <;>ne of the •~1ost str-iking things about all the Norwegian Air Force 
~ram.1_ng _centers IS the absence of waste. Everything necessary for good 
!unctwnmg has been 1>rovidecl, but there is no extravagance. In visit­
mg the camps 1 was all the time reminded of descriptions of Roald 
~mundsen's careful 1>lans fo rhis Antarctic expeditions. or of Nansen's 
1' ram near Oslo .. You felt there had been great thoug-ht and foresight 
111 th4: const~uctrnn of the camps. There was no trace of the insane 
spen~mg which characterizes so many government 1>rojects. Instead of 
th_e ?--the cost, the government pays" attitude you felt a deter­
!111nat10n to make 4:very dollar yield its utmost. In the clothes depots, for 
mstance, new umforms hang in place, neatly arranged, ready for 
us~ .. ~rew shoes, bo~ts, rubber boots are likewise in readinss. But in 
ad.~?•mng ~ooms tailors nre em1>loyed lllending and repairing worn 
umf?rms; 111 another co~blers are busy patching or re-soling shoes; in 
a tht~d w~Hnen are ~arnmg socks. Each man hands in his soiled socks 
and is given a 1>air of clean mended ones. The woolien-sweaters, 

... +-

1. 

• 
1
------------------· 

Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps 
+ =.==:;;;..,;;:;;;::::;;,;:;:;;;::::;;;..,::;..,;;::;;..,= ... ::::a..,.==;..,;;;::;...,;:::..,.==;..,;;;::;. ... ~ ... ~~:;; ... ;;..,~ ... ~ ... =::;·.;:;. ... =::;,..;;:-!+ 

++ ,.,, . .., .. ... .. ... ... ,e-

HISTORY OF CAMP LITTLE NORWAY 

socks, mitt.ens. and scarves-received as gifts are carefUlly put away 
with mothballs until the time comes to give them to the boys going 
overseas. Even in the kitchens, right after a meal, there is no waste or 
disorder. The kitchens are as bright and clean as one would have them 
in one's own home and scrubwomen are at work with soap and water 
while the chefs look over the food that is left and 11lan how it may be 
utilized. 

Perhaps one of the reasons for the fight against waste is the fact the 
the funds for these camps do not come from some anonymous taxpayer 
or government source; they come from the life and blood, so to speak, 
of Norwegian sailors. It is the money earned by the Norwegian free 
merchant marine which enables the Norwegian Government to 1>ay for 
all the activities of its Army, Navy, Air Force, training in Canada 
and in action overseas, for p]anes as well as men, besides meeting all 
other expenses of the Norwegian Government, including the cost of the 
Embassies abroad and the interest due on Norway's bonds and loans 
It is not an exaggeratif)n to say that every man in the Royal Norwegian 
Air Force feels that the 11rivileges he enjoys are paid for by the sailors 
at the risk of their lives and that therefor it is his plain duty to make 
the best of his opportunities. The most casual visitor senses this 
feeling of cooperation, even if he were not informed that men and 
officers in the camps voluntarily give from S2 to $20 a month according 
to their pay towards the purchasing of more planes for training. Each 
plane cost Sl5,000 and one has already been bought by money raised 
in this way. It has been christened Spirit of Norway I. Some S35.000 
have already been collected by the boys for this purpose. In their 
paper, Lille Norge Avisen, one of the contributors even suggested that 
all offiers and men give up their entire pay for this purpose, with 
the exception of a dollar a month for tobacco and stam11s. 

In connection with the pnrchase of planes for the R. N. A. F. the 
generous movement started by Swedish friends of Norway should be 
noted. In their magnificent "'Vings for Norway" campaign the goal 
of 300,000 has been set to purchase planes for training Norwegian 
pilots, and a most hearty response has been forthcoming. . Danish­
Americans, too, have made substantial contributions. 

It was at Vesle Skaugum that I met a group of 11ilots who had just 
won their wings and were waiting to go overseas. r had had visions 
of talking to these boys and hearing their experiences. But in seeing 
them there, before me, all in a group, so smiling, reserved, and 1>olite, 
so young and yet so self-contained, it was impossible to ai-;k question~. 
I could only scan their faces and wish them well and unconsciously 
look for a mark of 1>redestination-for greatness or tragedy. I was 
Phown a picture of the last squadron to leave, not very long before­
boys as good-looking, clean-cut and fine as those before me•-and was 
told that this one had been killed, this one had been frig-htfully wound­
ed, this one had been registered absent. Which one of the boys in front 
of me would meet the same fate? 

* * * 

The sun set slowly on St .. John's Eve, Sankthans Aften. Prime Min­
ister Ny(!aardsvold was at Vesle kaugum and the dinner at which 
he 1ircsided had a sig-nificant solemnity. He brought the boys about 
to leave a greeting from their J(ing and their Government. The hall 
was decorated in Norwegian colors and the boys in their blue uniforms 
seemed to be part of an intangible Norway. Three elements, said 
the Prime Minister, counted in Norway's resistance: the fighting forces 
abroad, the Norwegian merchant marine, and the people at home. The 
fi!!hting forces would· be instrumental in liberating Norway, but with­
out the merchant marine no such efforts could be made; however, neither 

I 
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the fighting forces nor the marine would be of any avail if the people 
at home did not have the indomitable S[>irit which enables them grimly 
to su1>1>ort the hardships which they face, day- after day-. "You must 
not fail them,n said the Prime 1\1.inister. 

Fail the home front? Not these boys. If Norway is not helried, fed 
and saved, it will not be the fault of the pilots of the R. N. A. F. 

It's hard to see them go", I saicr to an officer as the boys passed by, 
moved and eager. ''It's not hard to go", he said, "the hard thing is to 
stay behind". 

On the shore of the lake the boys had built an enormous bonfire, and 
as dusk came on it glowed as fires glow all over Norway on St. John's 
Eve. Around the huge leaping flames the boys grou11ed to sing their 
favorite songs led by an officer and the Army Chaplain. A g-irl fronl a 
neighboring village came and played tl1e accordion. Some of the buys 
sli1>ped into canoes to watch the scene from the w.-:1ter. Time seemed to 
stand still for a moment~ 

* * * 

In a descri1>tion of the Norwegian camps the women connected with 
them should not be forgotten. Among the secretaries, nurses, and 
switchboard operators are many girls \\rho escaped either alone or with 
brothers or husbands by the so-called "easy way'', i.e. through Russia 
and .Japan or Turkey and India. Many of the striking 1>hotographs of 
the camps we owe to a woman photographer, Mrs. l{atrine Aas. A 
great many Norwegian women from Canada or the United States 
work in the cleaning and repairing squads. And it should be remarked 
that much of the cordial, homelike atmosphere of Vesle Skaugum is 
due to the tactful and efficient presence of the manager-h.ousekeeper 
of the recreation center, Miss Hildur Vik. 

* * * 

In looking- back at the visit to Little Norway, M·uskoka, and Vesle 
Slrnugum, two main impressions dominate .. The first is admiration for 
the achievement of building 111> on foreign soil, a real "Litle Norway" 
which Norwegians all o,·er the world look upon as their home for the 
duration. The second is unhounded confidence in the futtue of a nation 
whose children show such stamina and courage~ 

This article appeared in the American-Scandinavian Review 
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ENGINEERING CO. 

General Marine Repairs 

208-10 CHANCELLOR STREET 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Vincent J. Spelman & Co. 

Marine Canvas, Flags and 

Lifeboat Equipment 

"If it is made of Canvas, we make it" 

923-25-27 N. Watts Street 

Philadelphia, Penna. 

Bell: Stevenson 5438 Key.: Park 4669 

+ Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps . 
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MERCER RUBBER CO. 

HOSE & PACKINGS 

128 CHESTNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIR, PENNA. 

• 

• 
I 

I 
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Murphy, Cook & Co. 
Stevedores 

470 Bourse Bldg. Philadelphia 

Compliments of 

A FRIEND 

A. E. Snyder & Co. 

Linoleums for Homes and Institutions 

Phone: Lorn. 207 4 

220 Walnut Street Philadelphia, 
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Compliments of 

General Engineering 

Works, Inc. 
Estoblishsd 1898 

SHIP REP AIRS 

Engineers, Machinists, Boilermakers, 

Coppersmiths, Patternmakers, 

Marine Specialties 

Offices: 717 - 727 So. Front Street 

Philadelphia 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
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Compliments of 

ELISHA WEBB & SON CO. 

Ste::i.mship and Yacht Supplies 
Marine Hardware 
Marine Engines 

136 So. FRONT STREET 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Compliments of 

H. M. HILLMAN 
Copper and Brass Products 

BROOKLYN PHILADELPHIA 

t 

t 

t 
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BECK'S CAFE & RESTAURANT 

122 WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 

Luncheons Dinners ~ Steaks Chops 
; 

Finest Liquors & Wines ~ 
; 

~ 

Closed Sund.iys ~ 

; 

; 
~ 

► 

Interstate Oil 
Transport Co. 

• 
• 
• 

108 WfILNUT STREET 
► 

• 

Philadelphia • 
• 
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Members of The Scandinavian Chorus 

Asta Anderson 
Constance Anderson 
Margaret Buob 
Elisabeth Dyer 

SOPRANOS 

Margit Hollander 
Gerda Myhre 
Hildegard Lund 
Anna Olsen 

Lina Hamann Signe Rosenquist 
R:::.gnhild Vassallo 

ALTOS 

Betsy Kvalheim 
Gerda Miller 
Josephine Nordstrom 

Alfhild Carleen 
Margit Caruthers 
Sigrid Jan sen 
Elvina Krug Olga ,Swensen 

Laura Thorkildsen 

Leif Aschim 
John Gjellestad 

Thor Bjornstad 
Paul Eriksen 

TENORS 

John Lund 
Henry Olsen 

Theodore C. Rom 

BASSES 

Alf Berg Jansen 

James Myhre 
Peter N. Selvig 
Harald Thorsen 

. _, 

The Chorus meets every Monday Night at 8:15 p.m . 
at 1438 Poplar Street Philadelphia 

Come and Join us, if interested in Choral Singing, and help us make 
this Chorus a vibrant organization for the perpetuation of our Scandi­
navian Folk Songs as well as the newer Choral Works of American and 
Scandinavian composers. 

Apply to our Secretary 
MARGARET BRUHN BUOB 

4011 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Phone BAR 0929 
Or Come to Our Rehearsals, You are Welcome any Monday Evening 
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I 

I 

I 
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Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps 
+.- ..................................................................... ... 



................... 

PROGRAM 

THE SCA DINA VIA CHORUS, Director: Valdemar Olsen 

PROFESSIONAL MEN'S ORCHESTRA, Conductor: Gorden Kahn 

SOLOIST 
Baritone-ALLAN WAHLQUIST 

I . Orchestra 

(a) Serenade, Opus 7, (Russian) ......... Alexander Glazounov 

(6) Serenade, Opus I I, (Russian) ........ Alexander Glazounov 

2. Chorus 

(a) "The Star Spangled Banner" 

(6) "Ja, vi elskerdette landet" (Norwegian National Anthem) Nordraak 

(c) "Gud sige Norigs land" (God bless Norway's land) . Oscar Borg 

3. Address by a pilot from "Camp Little Norway" 

Verse added to "Ja Vi Elsker" Since the Invasion 

orske mann i hus og hytte, 
Meget staar paa spil, 
Vi har orge aa beskytte, 
Leg din evne til, 
De som vii vor frihed Ode, 
Og som svek vorr sag, 
Skal betale vore <lode, 
Naar vi reiser os en dag. 

Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps 
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PROGRAM 

4. Chorus 

(a) "I Osten stiger solen op" (The .un rises in the East) Nils W. Gade 

(6) "Paa solen jeg ser" (The Saetergirls Sunday) ........ Ole Bull 

(c) "O, dyra land" ........................... Sibeliuo 

(cl) "Hor oss Svea" (Hear us Sweden) ...... Gunnar Wennerberg 

5. Orchestra, Lyric Suite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... Edvard Grieg 

(a) ''The Shepherd Boy" 

(b) "Peasants' March" 

(c) "Nocturne" 

(d) "Procession of the Dwarfs'' 

6. Chorus 

(a) "Vila vid denna kalla" (Let us rest by this Spring) .... Bellman 

(b) "Muntra musikanterna" (Jolly musicans) ..... , ...... Riccius 

(c) "Den store hvide flok" (The great white throng) ...... Grieg 

Baritone Solo by Allan Wahlquist 

7. Baritone Solo, Chorus and Orchestra 

"Landkjending" (Landsighting) ...... , , ...... , , Edvard Grieg 

Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps ........................ ,.. ,.. ,.. ........ 

I 

I 



.. +,.,.... ... 

OUR DIRECTOR 

MR. VALDEMAR OLSEN 

That Scandinavian Song has been able to survive in the 
Norwegian colony in Philadelphia is mainly due to the untiring 
effort of Mr. Olsen. He has been imbued with a passion for or­
ganizing and directing Nlorwegian choruses reaching over a 
third of a century; and often under most difficult conditions 
and circumstances. 

When the choruses, sometimes were able to achieve a 
high degree of musical success, it was because of his pa­
tience and tenacity, together with his love and thorough un­
derstanding of the richness of Scandinavian folk music. He 
can be said to have kept alive the interest in the old and new 
songs which we all love. 

After organizing the Scandinavian chorus last year by 
merging the newly-formed Norwegian Women's Chorus with 
the remnants of two other disbanded choruses, it was he 
who proposed that the first concert should be given for the 
benefit of "Camp Little Norway". 

The Scandinavians and particularly the Norwegians, 
of the city of Philadelphia, are indebted to Mr. Olsen for his 
great interest and contribution towards the establishment 
of a permanent chorus in our city. 

We of the chorus especially appreciate his many splendid 
qualities as a leader and friend. 

The Scandinavian Chorus of Philadelphia 

Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps . 
+-----------,---------------+ 

HENRY J. KUNZIG 
ELEKTRISKE SKIBSINGENIORER 
TEGNING OG INSTALLERING 

108 Walnut St., Philadelphia 

106 S. Gay Street 
Baltimore, Md. 

29 Commercial Place 
Norfolk, Va. 

Cape May Harbor 
Cape May, N. J. 

Bell 339 
Keystone 3672 

B. HELGESEN 
P.O. Boxl65 

Viking Tourist Cabins 
With or Without Kitchen Running Water 

"Where The Party Boats Leave Daily 
Fer Deep Sea Fishing" 

50 UP TO DATE CABINS 

Rates $2.00 a Day up $12.00 Weekly Heated 

Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps 
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Compliments of 
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I Baker, Carver & Morrell 

A. MOE & CO., Inc. of Philadelphia, Pa. 
~ 

R. A. Gravdal, Pres. 
~ 

SHIP & ENGINE REPAIRS 
Wholesale Meats and Provisio~s ·-

I 

I 

Deck and Engine Supplies I 

I 

122 LOMBARD STREET 

PHILADELPHIA. PENNA. 

201 & 203 South Front Street 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 

Cable Address: AMOCO 

+ Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps • • 
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i ·: Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps ·: 
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Compliments of 

Auto Gear & Parts Co. 
DISTRIBUTORS t 

Waukesha - Hercules 

Engine Rebuilders 

t 

PHILADELPHIA - LA.i"I\JSDOWNE, PA. • 

In Memory of 

Norwegian Seamen 
t 

Who Sacrificed Their Lives t 

t 

For The Cause of Freedom 

Independent Pier Co. 
I 
t 

Pier 34 So. Delaware Ave. Philadelphia, Pa. 

·: Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps ·: 
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P. F. MARTIN, Inc. 

111 WALNUT STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cable Address: "MARTUGS" 

LOM. 2061 MAIN 5957 
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j CAPTAIN, OFFICERS 

◄ and 
~ ; CREW 

of 

S. S. "BALA" 
' 

' 

w w w 
WE WILL WIN 
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Chemical Cleaning Process Co. 

Spesialist i rensning av alle 
deler i maskinrummet 

Brenselsolje varmere, Lubsolje kjolere, Kondensere, 

Diesel motorer, Kjsler, Ror, Lubeolje systemer, 

Water Jackets, Exhaust Headers, Drains etc. 

Vi skaffer arbeidere og utstyr Ingen demontering 

108 Walnut Street Philadelphia 
106 S. Gay Street 

Baltimore, Md. 
29 Commercial Place 

Norfolk, Va. 

B. H. Sobelman & Co. 

Steamship Agents Stevedores 

BOURSE BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNA 

, Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps '.' 
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Compliments of 

Taylor & Anderson 
Towing & Lighterage Co. 

Barges, Lighters and Tugs 
for Ocean, River & Harbor 

15 LOMBARD STREET 
PHILADELPHIA. PENNA. 

Compliments of 

The Paul B. Huyette Co., Inc. 
Established 1896 

Power Plant Controls - Instruments 

Boiler Water Gauges - Gauge Cocks - Specialties 

401 N. Broad St., Philo. 
Walnut 6070 

205 E. 42nd St., N. Y. City 
Murray Hill 4-7112 

. Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps 
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Swedish Beneficial Society 
Organized 1876 

1438 Poplar Street Philadelphia 

I. E. Nordblom, Pres. J. G. Wilen, V. Sec. 
S. Hammar, V. Pres. Geo. Dahlberg, Fin. Sec. 

David Karlsson, Trea. 
Abel Holmstrand, Sec., 868 N. 27th St., Phila. 

Nordmann's Forbundet 
Invites the Membership of Men and Women 

of Norwegian Descent 
A. HERSHEL, Phila. Representative 

512 S. Delaware Ave. Philadelphia 

N. J. Armstrong 
Registered 

PLUMBING and HEATING 

28 S. 40th St. Philadelphia 

Compliments of 

Mr. and Mrs. 

John F. Hollander 

The American -Scandinavian Review 
An illustrated quarterly magazine published by The 
American - Scandin:'!vian Foundation for American 
friends of Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Iceland. 

Subscription $2.00. Free to Associates of the Foundation 
upo'1 payment of membership dues. 

116 East 64th Street New York, N. Y. 

Singers Greetings from 

The Scandinavian Glee Club 
MEET EVERY FRIDAY EVENING AT 

1438 Poplar Street Philadelphia 

Fred Henricson, Pres. Theodor Rom, Sec. 
David Karlsson, Trea. John Peterson, Librarian 

Joseph 0. Wilen, Musical Director 

Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps 
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The Scandinavian Craft Club 
Invites all Masons of Scandinavian Descent 

to Join our Club. Meeting every 3rd 
Saturday at 8 p.m. 

1429 Poplar Street 

The Duplex Press 
Printers 

1804 S. 5th Street 
Howard 2491 

Philadelphia 
Main 2964 

t 

I 
► .. 

' 
Compliments of 

NYMAN BARTH & CO. 

Pennsylvania New Jersey 
790 Broad Street 

Newark 
17ll Market St., Nat. Bank Bldg. 

Philadelphia 

William E. Rosenblum 
Certified Public Accountant 

Industrial Consultants 

Wm. E. Rosenblum, C P. A. 
Frank A. Pino 

Cost Accountants 

Chas. J. Fox 
George H. Schaifer 

. Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps t-
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Compliments and Best 

Wishes From 

Lodge Convalen 

No. 50 

Dauqhters of Norway 

Mathias F. Moe 
INSURANCE 

JOU Chestnut St. Phila, Pa. 

De Luxe Diner 
4808 Chestnut Street 

Philadelphia 

D. Liebman 

808 S. 47th St. W. Philadelphia 

Ph. Baring 4033 

SCANDINAVIAN FRATERNITY 

OF AMERICA 

Fram Lodge 282 Fhila. 

Ardmore 9539 

VIKING INN 
Luncheon Afternoon Tea 

Dinner 

128 E. LANCASTER AVE. 

Compliments nf 

A FRIEND 

Compliments of 

Mr. & Mrs. M. John Smith 

Compliments of 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Appelgreen 

Compliments of 

The C. S. Club 

Compliments of 

The Danish Brotherhood 

NO COMPROMISE 
WITH QUALITY 

At this fine old Restaurant only the 
choicest m food and liquor is 
f-erved and there is never a com­

promise with quality. Why not 
visit us for Lunch or Dinner? 

Old BOOKBINDERS 
125 WALNUT ST. 

Here Since 1875 

t 

J 

t 

t 

at Church Rd. Ardmcre, Pa. Free Parking No Branches 

Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps 

------------------------ - .+ 



Federal Paint Co. 
33 Rector St. 108 Walnut St. 

New York Ciiy Philadelphia 

H. Otto, Agent Lombard 2896 

SAM'S 
Seamens Outfitter for 38 years 

Supplying Seamen with Clothing 

123 SOUTH STREET P:-IILADELPHIA 

We Salute Norwegian Fighting Forces 
on Land or Sea 

Compliments of 

International Paint Co. 
420 DREXEL BLDG. 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 

A. H. Johansen, Philadelphia Manager 

• 
-----------------------• 

. Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps 
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L. Sichel & Sons 
Bedding Manufacturers 

149 So. Front St. 

Philadelphia 

Compliments of 

A Friend of 

Norway 

Jack Quinn 

Victory 
to 

Our Neighbors 

Three Swedish Friends 

Compliments of 

Friends 
of the 

Scandinavian 
Chorus 

Maddock & Co. 
Industrial Supplies 

42 N. 6th Street 

Philadelphia 

Martin Electric & Tool 
Salvage Company 

Industrial Materials - Machinery 

Electric Motors - Belting• Tools 

604 Arch Street 

Mkt. 9387 Philadelphia 

Lodge Fredriksten No. 125 

Sons of Norway 

Meeis 4th Sat. of each Month 
al 

645 North 15th Street 
Philadelphia 

Custom Tire Co. 
Distributors 

B. F. Goodrich Products 

Retreading Recapping 
Vulcanizing 

1106 While Horse Pike 

Ph Coll. !071 Oaklyn, N. J. 

John T. Ericksen 

. Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps 
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The Norwegian Seamen's Church 
22 SOUTH THIRD STREET 

Philadelphia, Penna. 

Welcomes All Scandinavians 
~ 

Sunday Morning Service in Norwegian t 
• 

Every Sunday at 11: a.m. 

• ~ Social Gatherings with gcod Prcgram and Refreshmsnts 

• every Sunday and Thursday Night at 8: p.m . 

• in the Readinqrocm . ~ 
• 

Readingroom open Daily 10 a.m to 10 pm. ~ 
r 

. l . 

Camden Ink & Color Co. 
Makers of 

Printing & Lithographing Inks 

► 
~ 

Northeast Corner Tenth and Market Streets 

Bell Phone, Camden 5665 - Camden, New Jersey 

John E. Erickson: 

Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps • 
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Compliments of 

The Swedish Employees 

of 

• BAYUK CIGARS, Inc. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

ANDERSON TIRE EXCHANGE 
S. Albert Holm 

613-15 Spring Garden St. Philadelphia 

Furnished 

MRS. ALPHA C. BRUHN 

Attractive Apartments 

Ph. Evergreen 9193 Unfurnished 

307 S. 41st Street Philadelphia 

GOOD LUCK 

HAMANN'S BAKERY 

• Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps 
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. 
Compliments of 

F redriksten Sewing Circle 
AUTOGRAPHS 

• 
t " 

Fred P. Buob, Jr. 
Notary Public Apartment Management 

◄ 4011 Chestnut St. Philadelphia 
◄ 

◄ 

Compliments of 

Friends of 
t 

The Scandinavian Chorus t 

t 

t 

1 

After the Concert 

will you kindly deposit your 

furthur contributions in boxes 

coveniently placed at the door 
. 

Thank you, 
. 

t . 

The Scandinavian Chorus . 
1 

, 
. Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps . 
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AUTOGRAPHS 

t, 
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APPRECIATION 

Our sincere Thanks and Appreciation lo all who 
have so generously supported us wiih their time and 
money to make this undertaking a great success. 

It is our hope that you feel well repaid, as we 
of the Chorus do, for whatever contribution we all may 
have made towards the good results. 

May this year see us all well on the way to a 
lasting peace on earth. 

Sincerely, 

THE SCANDINAVIAN CHORUS 
of Philadelphia 

Buy War Bonds and Savings Stamps .......................................... -..................... -......... ... 
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KJEMP FOR flLT HVAD DU HAR KJERT 

DO OM SAA DET GJELDER 

DA BLIR LIVET EI SAA SVERT 

DODEN IKKE HELLER 




