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10 -American
nainter is Lars Haukanes, one of
whose pictures hangs in the Minne-
apolis Institute of Art. He has devot-
ed himself mainly to painting lana-
scapes from the Hardanger district of
Norway. Some fine work in landscapes
also has been done by a Minnesotan—
Alexander Grinager, who depicts bab-
bling brooks and sunsets rich in lights
and shadows.

Well Known Sculptors
Sigvald Asbjornsen of Chicago is
probably the best known of the sculp-

tors in the Norwegian group. He has '

modelled many busts of American
statesmen, including Grover Clevelang,
James G. Blaine and Carter H. Harri-
son. Gilbert P. swold, of Chicago,
who was born #f Norwegian immi
grant parents on a farm near Baltic,
S. D, is another well known sculptor.
Yet another is Paul Fjelde, of New
York, formerly of Minneapolis, whose
father, Jacob Fjelde, modclled the
statue of Ole Bull, which stands in
Loring Park, Minneapolis.
The Norwegians are distinctly a
musical people. In early times their
love of mnusic took the form of skaldic
{|poetry. Few races have a richer heri-
tage of characteristic folk song and
ﬂ;lodies Music, especially choral
ging, is assiduously cultivated by
the Norwegian element in America.
No center of population is without its
singing society. The Ndrwegian Sing-
ers' league is the principal organiza-
tion of singers. The first of the Nor-
wegian-American singing societies was
founded at La Crosse, Wis, nearly 70
years ago.
Choral Singing Fostered

Chorzal singing is fostered generally
by the Norwegian Lutheran Church of
America. It is not only the church
choir that sings. The entire congrega-
tion joins in the singing of the beauti-
ful hymns that have been accumulated
by the church through centuries of
singing by the worshippers them-
selves.

In the St. Olaf College choir, di-
rected by F. Melius Christianson,
there has been developed a choir which
is recognized as without a peer in the
United States.

Alfred Paulsen of Chicago, and Ole
Windingstad of New York are leading
orchestra directors and composers of
the Norwegian group. Foremost
among singers of the group is Mme.
' Olive f'remstad, for many years an
| operatic star of the first magnitude.
The late Albert Arveschou was a fa-
mous kiritone, whose voice was a mar-
vel of range, power and beauty of
tone.
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Minnesotans Heard Ole Bull\{

In 1856

Among the interesting cultural con-
+ tributions to Minnesota’s development
orse-
can Centennial celebration this month
are the concerts given in this pioneer

which are recalled by the

commonwealth by Ole Bull,
Norwegian violinist, His first

recitals were given in 1856,
appeared in St. Paul, St. Anthony, and

Stillwater.

., -2reliminary notices of the St. Paul
“concerts announced that among the ar-
would be the
youthful Adelina Patti. The double at-
_traction crowded the House Chamber of |

tists assisting Ole Bull

“the Capitor —to it§ utmost capacity’” for
two, concerts on July 15 and 18, 1856.
Thirteen years later the celebrated vio-

linist gave a second pair of concerts in
St. Paul, on April 30 and May 1, 186%3.

At this tlme he evidently v131ted theI
rooms of the Minnesota Historical socie-
ty, for in its “Visitors’ Register,” undez~
the date of May 3, 1869, appears & bold

:.ﬂgnature—“Ole Bull Valestrand
wWag
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‘Most Promising of Youngy
Men in U.S. Senate,’
Lodge Declared

Henrilk  Shipstead, seniorr United
States senator from Alinncsota, has
been characterized by the late Senator
Henry Cabot Lodge as ‘‘the most
promising of the young men in the
United States senatc.”

Senator Shipstead’s parents were
both born in Norway. Saave Sliip.l
stead, his father, was born in Tele-
marken, and his mother, Christine El-
lefson, in Risor. They camc to
America in 1865 and sgttled on a home-
stead in Burbank, Kandiyohi county, |
Minn., which at that time was 70!
miles from the nearest railroad at St.
Cloud. . 1

Served In Legislature

Henrik is one of a family of 12 chil- |
dren. He was born in the township '
of Burbank on Jan. 8, 1881. Hc at-
tended the public schools at New Lon-
don, the Statc Normal school at St.
Cloud and the dental school of the
Northwestern  university, Chicago, |
graduating in 1903. He practiced
dentistry at Glenwood, Minn., for sev-
eral ycars, where he served as mem-
Jber of the charter commission, mayor
Tor one term, and as a member of the
state legislature of Minnesota during,
the 1917 session. Tn 1906 he married
Lula. Anderson. He has one son, ageci

l

the great 16,
Minnesota
when he

Nor-

|

fator Sthstead Is Norse American
gh Mark i in Politics

SENATOR HE I\l\l K SHIPSTEAD

In 1920 he opened a dental office '
in Minneapolis, and 1922 he was nomi-
nated for the United States senate on
the Iarmer-Labor, ticket.
1922, he was elected by a plurality of
83,5639, receiving 326,372 votes, against
241,833 fér Irank B. Kellogg, Repub]i~
can, who is now secretary of state in|
the Coolidge cabinet.

Senator Shipstead {s described by
the popular correspondent,
Hard, as being ‘‘slow of speech. He
is extremely deliberate in manner. He

On Nov. 17,

William

is urbane. He is even deferential. He
not only considers his own thoughts
before he utters them, but also con-
siders the feelings of the persons who
will have tg listen to his thoughts. He
has a slow, ‘ironic humor. He is medi
tative, humorous, polite.”

Serving his first term in the Umted
States  senate, Senator Shipstead
proved himself to be a great student
i_n economics, when he produced three
classics, “Interest Rates and the Pub-/
lic Debt.)” ‘“‘Government Interest































































*“~-"raising a fund for the erection of this

ota settlers had to contend with.

he floods were even worse. These
icame in the early spring when the
'snow thawed, causing the Missouri
to overflow its banks and sweep
out over the low ‘bottoms’.

The worst of these floods was

‘th«‘lt of 1881. There was an un-
jusually heavy fall of snow that
(winter and on account of a sudden
‘thaw early in the spring, the huge
river rose in its might, burst the
thick ice which sought to hold it
down, formed an immense gorge in
a bend below Vermillion, and then
poured its mighty volume of water
out over the valley. Houses were
swept away, almost all of the
horses, cattle sheep and swine were
drowned, a few people also drown-
ed and others had narrow escapes.

t was a terrible blow to the com-
unity, from which it took many

y&Us to recover.

—_———————— -
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wte Nelson Called G reatest ;Aﬁéric

*Celebration of Centennial Re-
calls Memorable Career of Im-
migrant Boy' Who Rose to Be

. United States Senator From

Q Minnesota \

KNUTE NELSON
OWERIN(: over colleagues in the
political life of Minnesota for more

than a generation, Knute Neison leIt &=
memory that will be an inspiration not
only to men and women of Scandinavian
descent, but to every citizen. He stands
without dispute as the greatest Ameri-
can of Norwegian birth, and he was
| great largely so for the reason that he
was so intensely an American.

Coming to America with his poor,
widowed mother when he was six years
old and earning his first money as a
newsboy on the streets of Chicago,
'Knute Nelson rose to be governor
his state and for 28 years was a mem-
ber of the United States senate. No
higher post was open to a citizen of for-
eign birth, and he well carried out his
boyish promise to his ‘mother.

“Do not weep,” he told her, *“When
I grow up I shall be next to the king.”

To Perpetuate Memory

Knute Nelson was honored in’ life as
‘few men have been, and his memory is
to be perpetuated by e statue in front
of the Minnesota state capitol, honoring
him for all time as one of the great
meén of his beloved state. Friends are
statud. !
Practically his whole life was devot-

.ed to the service of his country., He
|had a remarkable political career. One
of its unique features was the fact that
he ran many times for public office,
and never was defeated.

Soon after his mother brought him to
this country, she settled on a piece of
land near Deerfield, Wis.,, where young
Nelson spent his boyhood in the hard
labor of a frontier farmer. He had a
thirst for education, however, and from
the district school went to Albion
Academy, which he was attending when
the Civil war broke out. He did not
walt for the later organization of a Wis-
consin Norwegian regiment, but enlisted

DL

in May, 1861,
Infantry. He was allad of 18, but
played a man’s part, and was severely
wounded and taken prisener at Port
Hudson in June, 1863. He was ex-
changed and served until the end of
his enlistment in 1864, when on account
of failing health he did not re-enlist but
went baclk home and finished his course
in the academy.

Read Law Two Years 1

Reading law two years in the office
of William F. Vilas at Madison, young.
Nelson mastered enough to pass his bar
examination in 1867, In that same year
his political. career began. ‘He was
elected to the lower house of the Wis-
consin legislature, and re-elected in
1868. In 1871 he moved to Minnesota,
taking up a homestead near Alexandria
which is still the family home. In his
first year the new county chose him
as county attorney. After service in
that capacity he was elected state sena-
tor in 1874. He was re-elected in 1876
but declined to run a third time. He
was a presidential elector in 1880, but
otherwise was out of public life for
four years. .

In 1882 he became a candidate for
congress in the new fifth district, which
took in all the northern half of Minne-
sota. It was a memorable fight in
which Nelson defeated Charles F.
Kindred, a wealthy man with primitive
ideas about the use of money in pol-
itics. Nelson won in the convention
fight but there was a Kindred conven.
tlon also and the battle was carried to
the polls, where Nelson won handily.
He was re-elected in 1884 and 1886, and
declined to run again. IIe was ap-
pointed a regent of the University of
Minnesota and held that post from 1883
to 1893.

In 1892 Mr. Nelson was nominated une
animously for governor of Minnesota
by the republican party. He led his
party successfully against the forces of
democracy, then at the crest of their
power, and of the new Farmers' Alli-
ance. In 1894 he was rc-elected by
mbére than 60,000 votes over Sidney M.,
Owen, populist. The following winter
came the historic Nelson-Washburn bat-
tle in the legislature, ending in the elec-
tion of Governor Nelson as United
States senator in January, 1895,

Becameo Idol of Republicans

In spite of the feeling engendered by

1 i nm."

In the Fourth Wisconsin [ that contest, Senator Nelson within a

few years became the idol of Minnesota
republicans and was the unanimous
choce of his party for re-election in 1901,
1907 and 1913. In 1918 he ran at the
general election as the candidate of -his
party, and won his last popular indorse-
ment. He had planned on retirement,
but was induced to stand again for the
sake of his party.

In his 28 years of service in the
United States senate, Knute Nelson
gained recognition as a thorough stu.
dent, a man of unflinching integrity and
purpose, alwgss voting and speaking his
sincere gwtffvictions. He served for a
of years as chairman of the

ate judiciary committee, and in that
position had charge of many important
bills, including the national prohibition
legislation. He died in the harness, on
a journey home after the adjournment
of congress in April, 1923,

Former Governor Jacdob A. O. Preus
said in a biographical sketch that Knute
Nelson is ‘“the greatest inspiration of
our day to the lowly American im-
migrant.”

P
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Clinton Wis., ‘Banner .
T 57 PRIT 16,122

. 0. Natesta is honored with
invitation to be tire guest at th
IM;KCeﬁ;;;:ml Celebration to b
held in apolis June 6-10. Hz¢
is E-sen—ef: Natesta, the firs
Norw'eg'm-n—setﬁer in Wlsconsm, w,

settled on a farm south of Clint
1838.

in

* ~ KOSHKONONG WAS
Y 'MECCA OF NORSE

settlers.
% tracted many sturdy Norsemen

izind.

‘@it to pierce the more western

ilderhus,

Bottolfson Bystol,

PIONEERS IN ’50S

Koshkonong in the fifties and six-
tles was the Mecca of Norwegian
This Wisconsin colony at-

and

Rtheir families and in time it becamc
‘he most prosperous settlement of its

From Koshkonong other parties set

dis-

ts, to cut the logs in virgin for-
with which to build their cab-

hong the founders ot this colony
Nils Larson Bolstad, Nils Sjur-
Andrew Fenne and
all from
yrway; Lars Olson Dugstad,

Andrew WAnderson Bjornefeld, Thor-
stein Ol Bjaadland, who came
over on Restaurationen, and
Bjorn Anddgson IXvelve, the father

of Professor
all of whom

county, and GuWgul Olson Vindeg
from Numedal.

. Frem this  colo _sprang many
avlio became famous.%gcluding Sen-
ntor IKnute Nelson. Minnesota.
Protessor Rasmus B. Af

mer  Governor . Andrew E.

fouth  Dakota, former

Charles N. Herreid of

and Victor TF. Lawson,

Chicago publisher.

Wittenbery, Wis,, Enterprize
TI{URSDA‘F. APRIL‘ "J 1‘32‘:

utstanding Pioneer

“(By H. B. Kildabl) -
In connection with the approaching

cans to Ameérica, it is pleimterenpvs

shindwf _men and women who
came from Norway and who blazed the:
trail fur thuse wiio came after them ard
who have contributed so much to the
development of the Middle West from
a wilderness into what it is today.] One

pioneers was Rev. Even Johnson Hom-
me. Twenty-four years old, he began
his life work as a pioneer preacher in
the forests of Wisconsin. These forests
were swarming with Indians. There
were 1o - railroads in_ that part of the
country and very few white people, but
‘Rev. Homme was a man of large vision
and blazed the way for his countrymen
who graduallly followed him and took

Centennial Celebration of Norse-Ameri-

of the most prominent men among the

up the land which they cleared of for-

built their homes. He located the vil-
lage of Witteﬂberg and gave it its name
and this became his tield of activity
until he died.

He was a very large man physically.
He also had a big heart for the helpless,
the sick and the sorrowing. He had a
large vision and made great plans not
only for the development of the country
but for the development of the King-
dom of God in the country.

Rev. Homme was born in upper Tel-
lemarken, Norway, October 17, 1843.
In 1351 his parents immigrated to
America. For a time he studied at
Luther College, Decorah, Iowa, and
was ordained for the ministry in 1867.

Rev. Homme was very much inter-
ested in children and his great heart
yearned for the orphaned, neglected,
and abandoned and otherwise dependent
children. He began agitating for the
establishment of an orphanage and in
1882 he had gathered enough means with
which he began the erectionof the first
Norwegian Lutheran Children’s Home
in America. He selected a very beau-
tiful site for this institution in the pro-
posed village of Wittenberg. This was
a two-story frame building on a high
basement. The building was soon filled
with children and Rev. Homme was
casting about for ways and means of
not only supporting the children but also
increasing the capacity of the house.

(est_ and stone and developed the soil and

printer's ink. Soon after the children’s
home had been completed he erected
another building which was to serve as
a printing office and several papers
were edited and printed in that primi-
tive shop.

Rev. Homme discovered that the In-

forests without God- and without hope

to build an Indian Mission House and
' this building was soon filled with Indian
children. The Indians would aliow him
to have their children, especially in the
winter time, but they told him that
he did not need to teach them his re-
ligion. Their religion had been good
enough for their childgen. It may be

ians bring their children to the same
hool but now they are anxious to
ave their children taught in the Christ-
n religion. After the Indian Mission
as built, Rev. Homme erected a par-
I'onage for himself. When this was
nished, he built an Academy and in
887 he built a Normal School for the
urpose of educating school teachers. |
' By this time the original Children’s
lome building had become altogether
o small and Rev. Homme decided to
build a larger institution. By this time
he had learned that it was not desirable
|£o locate the Children’s Home within
the village. Therefore he secured a
large tract of land one and a half miles
northeast of Wittenberg and on a very
prominent site he erected another Chil-
dren’s Home which is to some extent
patterned after some of the European
icastles from the Middle Ages.

Rev. Homme was a firm believer in |

dians were wandering about in the-

in the world and therefore he cecided,

interesting to notice that now the In-k[

It has a 1\‘“

very imposing appearance as viewed
from the highway. The original Chil-
dren’s Home within the village of Wit-
tenberg was remodeled into a Home for
the Aged and it is serving as such at
the present time.

As stated before, Rev Homme was a’
firm believer in printer’s ink. He'
edited and printed a paper called ‘‘For
Gammel og Ung,”’ a Sunday School pa- |
per both in the Norwegian and English
language, the ‘‘Waisenhus’’ calendar,
and a paper called *‘The Christian
Youth.”” The first paper issued, ‘‘For
Gammel og Ung,”” has been published
regularly for forty-five years and is
still being edited and printed at the
Children’s Home.

Pastor Homme managed all those
undertakings himself, traveling exten-
sively, did a great deal of Home Mis-
sion work and edited‘ his papers until
the time of his death, June 22, 1903.

The farm of the Children’s Home
amounts to 400 acres. The capacity is
ninety children. The capacity of the
Old People’s Home is ninety inmates.
Both institutions are in the very best
of condition.

In 1900 the government purchased the
building erected by Rev. Homme and
established its Indian School there and
the Church moved its Indian School to
Ingersol, seven miles west of Witten-
berg, and later back to Wittenberg into
the Academy building whic® had been
| erected by Rev. Homme. In 1918 the
government sold the Indian Schoul,
which it had greatly improved by the
acquisition of miore land and buildings,
back to the Church and the Academy
building was converted into a Home for
the Aged. This was the beginning of
the extensive Charity Work carried on
by the Norwegian Lutheran Church of
America.

At the present time, the Norwegian
Lutheran Church of America conducts
nine Homes for the Aged at Decorah,
Iowa; Beresford, South Dakota; Bawlf,
Alberta; Coeur D’ Alene, Idaho; Glen-
wood, Minnesota; Wittenberg, Wiscon-
sin; Stanwood, Washington; Stoughton,
Wisconsin; and Story CitECIowa; with

total capacity of 390 infates and con-
ts seyen orphanagedl Mocated at Be- |
loit, Iowa; Beresford, South Dakota;
Wittenberg, Wisconsin; Lake Park,
Minnesota; Stoughton, Wisconsin; Ev-
erett, Washington; and Twin Valley,
Minnesota; with a total capacity of 881
children. Three rescue Homes for girls
located at Minneapolis, Minnesota;
Fargo, North Dakota; ang Sioux Falls,
South Dakota, caring for about 250
'girls and their babies annually. Day
Nurseries and Kindergartens in Brook-
lyn and Chicago. It has also twenty-
four City, Slum and Hospital Mission-
aries in fourteen cities from New York
to Los Angeles and it operates the
Lutheran Deaconess Home and Hospi-
tal in Chicago, where it trains deacon-
esses for service for all its charity work
at home and for Mission Work abroad.
The Church is doing all this work on
budget voted by the Church amount-
gz to $238,373.34 for 1924.—H. B.
Cildahl. j
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