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HJALMAR HJORTH BOYESEN 

Authors Series, Volume I, by Clarence A. Glasrud, chairman of the departments 
of languages and literature, Moorhead State College, Moorhead, Minnesota; pub­
lished by the Norwegian-American Historical Association, Northfield, Minnesota, 
1963. Illustrated. Index. 245 pages. Price $5.50. 

* * * 

Hjalmar Hjorth Boyesen is the first volume in the Association's 
Authors Series. In this series the Association hopes to publish works about 
such other creative writers as 0. E. R¢lvaag, Marcus Thrane, Waldemar 
Ager, Simon Johnson, Julius Baumann, Johannes B. Wist, and Jon Norstog. 
Of equal interest to this series will be journalists such as Svein Nilsson, 
Rasmus B. Anderson, and Kristian Prestgard. Also to be included are the 
American writings of Norwegian authors like Bj¢rnstjerne Bj¢rnson, Kris­
tofer Janson, and Knut Hamsun. 

Hjalmar Hjorth Boyesen came to America from Norway in 1869. 
Two years later he read chapters from his first novel, Gunnar, before the 
Boston Brahmins. So impressed was William Dean Howells with what he 
heard that he had this novel published in the Atlantic Monthly. It was 
followed by twenty-three more volumes: novels, collections of short stories, 
essays in literary criticism, poetry and history. Like his first work, all of 
these were written in the English language. So popular was Boyesen in his 
day that the doors to all the important editorial offices were open to him, 
and all the literary journals were glad to print whatever came from his pen. 

In this work Dr. Glasrud steers a balanced course between biography 
and critical evaluation of Boyesen's literary production. The author pushes 
aside some earlier misconceptions about Boyesen; namely, that he was 
essentially an interpreter of Norwegian immigration. As the book makes 
clear, Boyesen was outside the main stream of Norwegian-American life. 
He is rightly seen as a central figure in nineteenth-century literary history. 
He exerted a profound though nearly forgotten influence in American 
cultural life. 

Boyesen is seen by Dr. Glasrud as a persistent force in two areas: as 
a stern champion of realism and as a significant liaison man between Euro­
pean and American literature. Boyesen's attempt at realistic fiction was a 
forerunner of the kind that eventually replaced the "idealistic, romantic, 



and genteel." A few years after his death in 1895, the battle for realism 
was won. 

The figure appearing on the cover and title page of the book and on 
this announcement is a letter from the runic alphabet used in Scandinavia 
from about 200 to 800 A.D. Besides representing the sound "m," it also 
had a name meaning "man" or "mankind." It thus serves here as a symbol 
for the humanities, and will be used throughout the Authors Series. 

* * * 
Send all orders to Norwegian-American Historical Association, North­

field, Minnesota. Postage paid on prepaid orders. 

OTHER AVAILABLE ASSOCIATION BOOKS 
NORWEGIAN-AMERICAN STUDIES 

Vols. 1-10 . 
Vols. 11-20 
Vol. 21 
Complete Set 

each $ 2.50 
each $ 3.00 

$ 3.50 
$42.00 

TRAVEL AND DESCRIPTION 

OLE RYNNING'S TRUE ACCOUNT OF AMERICA 
Translated and edited by Theodore C. Blegen, 1926. 100 p. $1.50 

PETER TESTMAN'S ACCOUNT OF HIS EXPERIENCES 
IN NORTH AMERICA 

Translated and edited by Theodore C. Blegen, 1927. 60 p. $1.50 
AMERICA IN THE FORTIES: THE LETTERS OF 
OLE MUNCH RAEDER 

Translated and edited by Gunnar J. Malmin, 1929. 244 p. $2.50 
FRONTIER PARSONAGE: THE LETTERS OF OLAUS FREDRIK 
DUUS, NORWEGIAN PASTOR IN WISCONSIN, 1855-1858 

Translated by Verdandi Study Club of Minneapolis. Edited by 
Theodore C. Blegen, 1947. 120 p. . . .$3.00 

THE LADY WITH THE PEN: ELISE WAERENSKJOLD 
Translated by Verdandi Study Club of Minneapolis. Edited by 
Clarence A. Clausen, 1961. 183 p. 

SPECIAL STUDIES 

NORWEGIAN MIGRATION TO AMERICA, 1825-1860 
Theodore C. Blegen, 1931. 413 p. $5.00 

NORWEGIAN SAILORS IN AMERICAN WATERS: A STUDY IN 
THE HISTORY OF MARITIME ACTIVITY ON THE 
EASTERN SEABOARD 

Knut Gjerset, 1933. 271 p. $4.00 



THE CIVIL WAR LETTERS OF COLONEL HANS CHRISTIAN HEG 
Edited by Theodore C. Blegen, 1936. 260 p. . . $4.00 

THE CHANGING WEST AND OTHER ESSAYS 
Laurence M. Larson, 1937. 180 p. . . . . . $4.00 

NORWEGIAN SETTLEMENT IN THE UNITED STATES 
Carlton C. Qualey, 1938. 285 p. . . . . . . $4.25 

THE LOG BOOK OF A YOUNG IMMIGRANT 
Laurence M. Larson, 1939. 318 p. . . . . $4.00 

NORWEGIAN MIGRATION TO AMERICA: 
THE AMERICAN TRANSITION 

Theodore C. Blegen, 1940. 655 p. . . . . . . . . . $6.00 
A LONG PULL FROM STAVANGER: THE REMINISCENCES 
OF A NORWEGIAN IMMIGRANT 

Birger Osland, 1945. 263 p. . . . . . . . . . $3.50 
SAGA IN STEEL AND CONCRETE: NORWEGIAN 
ENGINEERS IN AMERICA 

Kenneth 0. Bjork, 1947. 504 p. . . . . . . . . . $5.00 
A CHRONICLE OF OLD MUSKEGO: THE DIARY OF 
S0REN BACHE, 1839-1847 

Translated and edited by Clarence A. Clausen and 
Andreas Elviken, 1951 . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.00 

THE IMMIGRANT TAKES HIS STAND: THE NORWEGIAN­
AMERICAN PRESS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS, 1847-1872 

Arlow William Anderson, 1953. 176 p. . . . . . $4.00 
THE DIARY OF ELISABETH KOREN, 1853-1855 

Translated and edited by David T. Nelson. 1955. 381 p. $5.00 
WEST OF THE GREAT DIVIDE: NORWEGIAN 
MIGRATION TO THE PACIFIC COAST, 1847-1893 

Keneth 0. Bjork, 1958. 671 p. . . . . . . . . . $7.50 
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