





Decorah, Iowa

The Norse-American Centennial celebra-
tion at Minneapolis June 6th to 11th was a
magnificent success. The celebration was
designed primarily to commemorate the
arrival in New York in 1825 of 53 Nor-
wegian immigrants, the first large group of
Norwegians to come to this country, but it
also called marked attention to the achieve-
ment and development made, during the
century of settlement, by these Norwegians
and their descendants.

The address of President Coolidge was
received whole-heartedly, and because he
gave a remarkably correct historical sketch
of the Norwegians in the United States we
want you to read it. We have therefore
printed the speech in pamphlet form and en-
close a copy herewith.

The Decorah-Posten started on its second
half of a century of work, with the Nor-
wegians in the Great Northwest, last year.

Yours truly,
THE ANUNDSEN PUBLISHING CO.
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RESTAURATIONEN

ot wasn sloop of 45 tons, whereas the Mayfower wan rated as
180 tons, The Restnurstionen sailed from Stavanger, Morway, on
July 4, 1825, with n desperately hesvy corgo of iron and n party of
52 people. She came safely into the port of Mew York nfter n
voyaze of 14 weeks, which compares with 9 weeks required for the
historic passage of the Mayfower.”
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Foreword

“In 1825, there armved in New York a small sloop, the
Restaurationen, with 53 Norwegian immigrants on board.
This was the first large group of people from Norway who
came to make their homes in the new land of the free
acroes the Atlantic. This event marks the beginning of the
steady stream of immigration from Norway, a country
which has sent to our land a larger proportion of her
population than any other country with the exception of
Ireland.

It was to commemorate in a fitting manner this event that
the Norse-American Centennial celebration was held on the
Minnesota State Fair Grounds in June 1925,

The “Sloopers” are by no means, however, the first Nor-
wegians that are recorded in American history. Pre-
Columbian history carries records of their voyages of dis-
covery and colonization. And colonial history also informs
us of many individuals from Norway who came over to cur
country with other ethnic groups.

All of this is embraced in the Norse chapter of American
history, which was passed in review at the Centennial
celebration.

The state of Minnesots, where the celebration was held
and other states, gave the celebration official recognition,
and the recognition of our MNational government gave the
celsbration national and international significance. The
Dominion of Canada also sent representations on behalf of
the Norse-Canadians to join in the celebration. The mother
country sent to the celebration illustrious men and women
to represent the government and their national institutions
and organizations.” From the official program of the Norse-
American Centennial.,

President Coolidge pays greal tribute to Normegians in Fiis
address al Minnesota Stale Fair Grounds, June 8, 1925. It is
this speech we present in this booklet for your cansideration.

THE ANUNDSEN PUBLISHING CO.

Publishers of Decorah-Posten
Decarah, lowa




CALVIN COOLIDGE
President offthe United States
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=0 OW OFTEN in the affairs of this world a

| small and apparently insigunificant occur-
rence turns out to be an event of great
importance, ecarrying in its frain a mighty influence
for good or evil. Such importance always flows
from the character of those concerned. The
generations of the earth treasure the rude hut
that sheltered the infancy of Abraham Lincoln,
seek out the birthplace of Shakespeare, and give
to the uninviting soil of Palestine the title of the
Holy Land, all because certain obsenre happen-
ings in those places produced those who left a
broad mark upon the future course of humanity.
The character of the participants brought future
fame. It is such an event that we meet to com-
memorate today. One hundred years ago a little
bark sailed from Norway to America. It was almost
unnoticed at the time, save for the daring and
hardihood of its navigators, but it brought with it
the representatives of a stalwart race, men and
women of fixed determination, enduring courage
and high character, who were to draw in their
retinue a long line of their fellow countrymen des-
tined to change the face of an area broad as an
empire, direct the historic course of sovereign
states, and contribute to the salvation of a great
nation. These mighty works have been wrought
because those Norwegian immigrants were well
worthy to follow in the wake of the Pilgrim and
Cavalier.

This celebration is most happily, identified with
the present year, which is an anniversary of notable
events in the history of our ecountry, We are round-
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The President's Tribute

ing out a century and a half from the beginning of
the American revolution. It was a half century
from the days of Coneord and Lexington to the
beginning of that stream of immigration from Nor-
way which was to help guarantee that the spirit of
freedom which had been so triumphant in the
colonies should not be lost to fhe states.

When we consider the astonishing number of
immigrants which the Scandinavian countries have
confributed in proportion to their own population
to making the body of American citizenship, we
will appreciate the significance of this anmiversary.
It well deserves the consideration it is receiving
here in this state, which has so richly profited by
a larger proportion of this north-of-Europe immi-
oration than any other commonwealth. Minnesota
would not bhe Minnesota, the group of imperial
northwestern states would not be what they are,
but for the contribution that has been made to
them by the Seandinavian countries.

Because of a profound appreciation of that con-
tribution and of its truly national value I have
found it an especial pleasure to come here and join
in this commemoration, In the midst of loyalties
that are all beyond possibility of question, it may
be diffieult to ehoose among the many national and
racial groups that have sought out America for
their home and their eountry. We are thankiul for
all of them, and yet more thankful that the experi-
ment of their common ecitizenship has been so mag-
nificently justified in ifs results. If one were seek-
ing proof of a basic brotherhood among all races
of men, if one were to challenge the riddle of Babel
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The President's Tribute

in support of aspirations for a unmity capable of
assuring peace to the nations, in such an inquiry I
suppose no better testimony could be taken than
the experience of this country. Out of the con-
fusion of tongues, the conflict of traditions, the
variations of historical setting, the vast differences
in talents and tastes there has been evolved a
gpiritual union accompanied by a range of capacity
and genius which marks this nation for a pre-
eminent destiny. The American people have com-
manded the respeet of the world.

It is a gopd thing that anniversaries such as this
are so widely commemorated. The next few years
will be filled with a eontinuing succession of similar
occasions. I wish that every one of them might be
so impressively celebrated, that all Americans would
be moved to study the history which each one re-
presents. I ean think of no effort that would pro-
duce so much inspiration to high and intelligent
patriotism. Occasions of this nature bring to our
attention whole regions of the past that would
otherwise remain unexplored, tend to be forgotten
even by scholars, and pass entirely from the public
mind. These incentives fo speecial examination of
particular historical phases teach us better to under-
stand our country and our countrymen. Anyone
who will study the institutions and people of
America will come more and more to admire them.

One reason that moved me to aceept the cordial
invitations to come here today was the hope of
directing some measure of national attention to the
absorbingly interesting subject of the social back-
grounds of our country. The making of such a
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The President’s Tribute

country is not fo be fold in any mere category of
dates, battles, political evolutions, and partisan
controversies. Back of all these, which are too
often the chiel material of history, lies the human
story of unsung millions of plain people whose
names are strangers to public place and fame.
Their lives have been replete with quiet, unpreten-
tious, modest but none the less heroie virtues. From
these has been composed the sum of that magnifi-
cent and wondrous adventure, the making of our
own America. Somewhere in the epie of struggle
to subjugate a continent there will be found a
philosophy of human relations that the world will
greatly prize. If we could seize and fix it, if we
could turn it over, examine and understand it, we
would have taken a long step toward solving some
of the hardest problems of mankind.

It is not so many years since visitors from other
gquarters of the world were wont to contemplate our
concourse of races, origins, and interests, and shake
their heads ominously. They feared that from such
a melting pot of diverse elements we conld never
draw the tested, tempered metal that is the only
substance for national character. Fven among our-
selves were many who listened with serions con-
cern to such forebodings. They were not quite
sure whether we had ereated a nation with the sonl
of a mation. They wondered if perhaps we had
merely bronght together a large number of people
in a large place. Had these misgivings been
justified when the hour of trial came, it would have
meant disaster to us and to the world. But instead
of ernmbling info a chaos of disecordant elements,
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America proved its truly national unity. It demon-
strated conclusively that there is a spiritual gquality
shared by all races and conditions of men which is
their universal heritage and common nature. Power-
ful enough to hold this people to a high ideal in
time of supreme trial, why may we not hope that
the same influence will at length reach men and
women wherever they are found on earth? If
fraternity and co-operation are possible on the scale
of this continent among people so widely diverse,
why not on the scale of a world? It is not a new
thought, but it is a profoundly engaging one. I
firmly believe it is more than a chimera. T feel it
is possible of realization. I am convinced that onr
national story might somewhat help to guide man-
kind toward such a goal. Therefore, I urge the
deeply thonghtful study and teaching of our history.

No country has a history which starts with its
discovery or at its boundaries. For the real begin-
nings of any people we must go back to the begin-
nings of all peoples. From the tombs of Kgypt
and the sands of Mesopotamia men are now un-
earthing the records of civilizations so ancient that
by comparison we think of the recovered wonders
of Carthage as almost modern. But all that we
shall learn from the glyphs of Ur, the tombs of the
Pharaohs, and the monuments of Crete and Carthage
is part of our own history, illumination for our
todays, gnideposts on the way to our tomorrows.
All the past lives in the present. All the works
and thoughts of those who have gone before have
left their mark on what we think and do.
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These Norsemen whose beginnings in the United
States we here celebrate have exercised a great
influence upon our modern history and western
civilization whieh it is difficult to matech among any
other like number of people. In many ways their
ifluence npon northern and western Europe may
be compared o that of the Greek states upon the
eivilization of the Mediterranean. They were the
first deep-sea navigators. They pioneered the migra-
tions which boldly struck across the western waters.
They were at once the terrors of the western Roman
empire and the guardians of the eastern. The
medieval Mediterranean was a happy hunting
ground for them. They branded their name upon
French Normandy, and from it descended upon
Brifain in the Norman econguest from which there
was the beginning of modern English history.

But even before William of Normandy had con-
quered at Hastings, Leif the son of Erik, near 500
years hefore Columbus, appears to have found the
new world. Indeed, there seems little doubt that
several centuries before Columbus saw the light of
day there was born upon American soil, of Norse
parents, a boy who afterward became so great a
mathematician and astronomer that his studies
may have contributed muech to the fund of knowl-
edge which helped Columbus formulate his vision
of the world as we know it. Among the fascinating
chapters in the history of the dark ages is the story
of Tceland. As a little Norse republic it maintained
itself for several centuries as one of the real reposi-
tories of ancient culture in a world whose lamp of
learning seemed near to flickering out. We have
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long known of the noble Icelandic literature which
was produced during those generations of the in-
tellectual twilight; but we know foo liftle of the
part which Teeland performed as an outpost of the
sturdy northern culture in bridging over the gulf
of darkness between the ancient and modern eras
of history.

These sons of Thor and Odin and the great free
North shape themselves in the mind’s eye as very
princes of high and hardy adventure. From Nor-
way to Iceland, from Ieceland to Greenland, from
(Greenland to the mainland, step by step they worked
their way across the north Atlantie. They found
the western ocean, and it was a Norseman who first
traversed Bering strait and demonstrated that there
was no land conneetion between Asia and North
America. One wonders whither these northmen
wonld turn for adventure if the earth should ever
be so eompletely charted that exploration offered
no more challenges. Within a very few years one
of them first traversed the northwest passage from
Atlantie¢ to Pacifie; and the same one, Amundsen,
carried the flag of Norway to the south pole; and
now, within a few days past, he has been the first
to make large explorations in the region of the north
pole in an airplane, tempting a fate which, as I
speak, is unknown.

One likes to linger over these tales of adventure
and exploration.

One of them has a special significance in con-
nection with this celebration which entitles it to
more partienlar reference. This, of course, is the
vovage of the little sloop Restaurationen, which in
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1825 brought the first organized party of Nor-
wegian immigrants to this eountry. Omne reared on
the New England tradition of the Mayflower will
find all the materials for a new legend of pioneering
in the voyvage of the Restaurationen. She was a
sloop of 45 tons, whereas the Mayflower was rated
as 180 tons. The Restaurationen sailed from Stav-
anger, Norway, on July 4, 1825, with a desperately
heavy cargo of iron and a party of 52 people. She
came safely into the port of New York after a
voyage of 14 weeks, which compares with nine
weeks required for the historic passage of the
Mayflower.

The arrival of the Restaurationen ereated a sen-
sation among those inured to the sea. It was
claimed that she was the smallest vessel that had
ever made the trans-Atlantiec crossing. The New
York authorities threatened to deny her the privi-
leges of the port on the ground that she earried too
many passengers and too much cargo, She was
ultimately released, apparently through the in-
fluence of the Society of Friends. Most of her
passengers seemed to have been members of a Nor-
wegian religious community intimately related to
the Quakers, and it appears that one of their reasons
for coming to this country was that they had not
enjoyed entire liberty of religious opinion at home.
Thus the parallel between the voyages of the May-
flower and of the Restaurationen, despite that they
were separated by more than 200 years, is impressive
in several ways,

Almost without money or supplies, the little com-
pany of immigrants were taken in charge by the

-
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New York Quakers who raised funds to send them
to Kendall, Orleans county, New York. There they
secured lands and established the first Norwegian
settlement in this ecountry. It is a eurious cirenm-
stance that although the Norwegians are among
the greatest seatfaring peoples, this party was com-
posed almost entirely of farmers, so that their first
interest was to get land. And ever gince, the greater
share of Norwegians have come in search of homes
on the land. Those first immigrants having prac-
tically no money, bought a traet on the shore of
Lake Ontario for $6 per acre to be paid for in 10
annnal installments. It is hard to realize that
western New York so late as 1825 was so far on
the frontier. Their land was heavily timbered, and
they were compelled not only to clear it but fto
build their own shelter. The first house is said to
have been a log cabin 12 feet square, with a garret.
In this 24 of them lived for a time, the men seeking
such seanty employment as was to be found in the
neighborhood to support them through the winter.
The only one in the party who could speak English
was Capt. Lars Olson and he had remained in
New York.

Despite poverty and hardships, the colony thrived,
and its members were shortly writing letters back
to Norway describing the opportunities of America
and urging friends to come. From this beginning
the stream of Norwegian immigration set in, but
most of the later comers went much farther west.
A few years after the settlement at Kendall another
party went to La Salle county, Illinois. Already
the west was fascinating them and many of the
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original Kendall eolony sold out and went to Illi-
nois. Thence the migration spread fo other states
of the middle west and northwest. Even before it
was formed into a territory, Iowa had received its
first Norwegians, and from about 1835 they spread
rapidly into Wisconsin, Minnesota, the Dakotas,
and other states.

It is not possible, as it ig certainly not needful
on this oceasion, even to summarize the story of
Norwegian immigration. But it should be explained
that while the settlement of 1825 in Orleans county,
New York, was the first Norwegian gettlement and
represented the first organized immigration, these
pioneers of the Restaurationen were not the first
Norwegians to come here. Considerable numbers
had come even before the Revolutionary war and
some as far back as the earliest colonial vears.
There were Norwegians in both army and navy
during the Revolution and the War of 1812. But
the fact remains that the great movement which
established Norwegian communities all over the
northwest and contributed so greatly to the building
of that part of the country began with the voyage
of the Restaurationen. It is said that Norwegians
and their descendants in this country are now just
about as numerons as the population of Norway
itself. Norway is eredited with furnishing a larger
number of settlers to the United States in propor-
tion to its population than any other Huropean
country except one.

It is frequently noted regarding immigration that
the newecomers from Eunrope commonly sought eli-
matie conditions here like those in which they had
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been raised. So the Seandinavians are found chiefly
in the northern parts of this country. About 80
per cent of the population of Norway is agricultural,
the remainder maritime and industrial., These pro-
portions are closely carried out in the oceupational
distribution here. A great majority sought the land,
but considerable numbers have alwavs followed
the sea. Some of the coineidences in eonneection
with this migration are oddly interesting. Thus
we have noted that the little sloop Restaurationen
brought a eargo of iron; today Minnesota has more
Norwegians and produces more iron ore than any
other state. Again, Norway is a land of wonderful
fresh-water lakes, and it is clogely matched by
Minnesota.

There is one phase in the story of immigration
which seems always to characterize it. Once the
tide had set in from a particular European country,
the movement thereafter has invariably been en-
couraged by the early comers. Not only did they
urge relatives and friends in the old home to come,
but they devoted their newfound prosperity to help
them. On this subject there is an opportunity for
some useful historical research. In the pre-Revolu-
tionary days immigration to America seems to have
been encouraged from the other side, partly from
political and partly from business motives. The
colonizing ecountries of Europe competed to control
the best parts of the new world by ocenpying it
with their colonies. Immigration was encouraged
both by the governmenfs and by companies of
merchant adventurers. At that stage of the move-
ment, of eourse, the colonies possessed no wealth
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to help their friends to come. But after the Revolu-
tion the situation greatly changed. New political
conditions made this country more attractive than
ever before, and developing wealth and opportunity
emphasized its invitation. So, we find the people
of our repmblic deliberately and consciously en-
couraging the movement in this direction. There is
opportunity for a much more detailed examination
of these factors in the Huropean migration than
has yet been undertaken, It would be a profoundly
interesting contribution to the story of this greatest
of all migrations that humanity has ever accom-
plished if we could know more of the precise motives
which have animated it.

The contribution of this country to finaneing
immigration of the last century and a third has
certainly run inte hundreds of millions of dollars,
perhaps into billions. It has had a profound social
influence, both here and in Hurope. Its economic
consequences could hardly be overestimated, A
detailed inquiry into these facts should include a
close consideration of all the great migrations whieh
have marked the distribution of men throughout the
world. Man seems to have been from his beginnings
the most migratory of animals. His earlier move-
ments appear to have had their chief motive in
adventure and the desire to find the regions where
existence was most comfortable. There could hardly
have been a very serious pressure of population,
for it is only in recent historie times that this
factor has existed. Some very early migrations
were doubtless due to climatie or other physiecal
conditions. Later on political, soeial, religious, and
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economic reasons caused the movements. Some
went forth to make conguests, others were driven
out by eonguest. The children of Israel migrated
into Fgypt to escape from famine. They left Egypt
to escape from bondage and fo recover their reli-
gious liberty, The old Romans and Phoenicians
were great colonizers, the Romans from imperialistic
motives and the Phoenieians from desire to extend
their trade. The European migration fo the Ameri-
can continent represented in its various phases all
the causes that have operated through the ages to
bring about such shifts of population. In the begin-
ning there was chiefly the motive of exploration
and adventure. Later eame the desire to be freed
from onerous elerical or political restrictions. Then,
with the realization of America’s enormous re-
sonrees, there was the wish to share in its develop-
ing riches. Only in the later stages of the move-
ment did the people of this country reach their
hand of welecome to the friends across the Atlantie,
both urging and assisting them fo come.

Though 1 make no pretense to deep studies in the
subjeet, yet I have been impressed that in this last
recard the shift of old-world peoples to this side of
the Atlantic was perhaps unique. From the time
when their fast-developing institufions of popular
government, religious freedom, and intellectual
liberality had bezun to take definite and attracfive
forms, the people of the eolonies took a new interest
in induneing their European relatives to follow them
thither. They engaged in an inverfed ecrusade, a
conquest without invasion and without force. The
new country offered not only material opportunities,
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but possibilities of a spiritual and intelleetnal eman-
cipation which they ardently wished their friends
on the other side to share. Citizenship in the new
world meant something that it had not meant in
the old. It was seen that the new world offered
gsomething new. There was increasing realization
that many burdensome traditions and institutions
had somehow been shed. Here at last the individual
was lord of himself, master of his own destiny,
keeper ‘of his own sovereignty. Here he was free.

With the 18th century’s epoch of intellectnal
liberalism there came yet more sharp realization
that the new country was not bound to ancient
manners and prejudices, and that therefore it offered
to the common man a better chance. Here he might
realize that ideal of equality which by fhis fime
was so generally finding a lodgment in European
minds. This spiritual evolution moved rather
slowly duoring the first two-thirds of the 18th
century, The Seven Years’ war, or as we commonly
call it, the French and Indian war, was for the
colonies a period of rapid awakening and realiza-
tion. They began to find fhemselves, to formulate
more definite aspirations for their future. But it
does not appear that this new conception of Ameri-
can destiny began in any important way to be
shared in Europe until the revolution, independence
and the establishment of the federal government
forced it npon the old countries. Then a new idea
began to fix itself in the European mind. The new
country was seen as an essentially, vitally, basieally
different coneeption of human relationships. It
appeared not merely as a new country, but as a
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different kind of country. It was considered not
only different from Furope, but different from any
earlier social ereations. The Enropean peoples had
been greatly stirred by the intellectual awakening
of the 18th century, and the liberals among them
had been deeply disappointed as the seeming meager
results which acerued from it. We may well wonder
what would have been the fate of Kurope after
1815, if the liberalism of both HEngland and the
eontinent had settled down to disappointment and
eynicism. We cannot doubt that during this period,
say from 1815 to 1848, the beacon which they saw
had been lighted over the western Atlanfic was a
lamp to the feet and a hope to the hearts of liberals
thronghout Europe.

Within this period immigration from the north
and west of Finrope was not only rapidly building
this country into numbers, wealth, and authority
in the world, but it was having a fremendous reflex
npon Kurope itself. But for American example
and influence the democratic movements of 1832
and 1848 in Europe might have been long postponed.
The broadly demoecratic evolution which swayed
Europe so greatly in the latter half of the 19th
century might have failed entirely.

In the period we have been discussing nearly all
the immigration to the United States was from
northern and western Furope. Through its re-
actions upon Europe it gave counstant encourage-
ment there to liberal thought and aetion. In this
country, by gradually giving the north a great pre-
ponderance in numbers, it hastened the downfall of
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slavery and helped rid our institutions of that great
and threatening anomaly.

These Northmen, one of whose anniversaries we
are eelebrating today, have from their first appear-
ance on the margin of history been the children of
freedom. Native to a rigorous climate and a none
too produetive soil, they had learned the necessity
for hard work and carcful management. They were
moved by that aspiration for a free holding in the
land which has always marked peoples in whom
the democratic ideal was pressing for recognition.
Eager for both political and economie independence,
they realized the neecessity for popular education,
and so have always been among the most devoted
supporters of publie schools. Thousands of them
volunteered in the service of the country during the
Civil and Spanish wars, and tens of thousands in
the World war. The institutions and the manners
of demoecracy came naturally to them. Their glory
is all about you, their living and their mighty dead.
They have given great soldiers, statesmen, scien-
tists, edueators and men of business to the up-
building of their adopted country. They have been
rapidly amalgamated into the body of citizenship,
contributing to it many of its best and most charac-
teristic elements. To their adaptability the nation
owes much for ils suceess in the enormous process
of assimilation and spiritnal unification that has
made our nation what it is and our people what
they are.

Although this movement of people originated in
Norway, in its essence and its meaning it is pe-
culiarly Ameriean, It has nothing about it of class
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or caste. It has no tinge of aristocracy. It was not
produced through the leadership of some great
ficure. If is represented almost entirely by that
stalwart strain who make the final decisions in this
world, which we designate the common people. It
has about it the strength of the home and the fire-
side; the family ties of the father and the mother,
the ehildren and the kindred. It has all been ecarried
on very close to the soil, it has all been extremely
human. When I consider the marvelous results it
has accomplished I can not but believe that it was
ingpired by a Iigher Power. Here is something
vital, firm, and abiding, which I can only desecribe
as a great reality.

An enormous power has come to you, but you
are charged with equally enormous responsibilities.
Those responsibilities you have never failed to meet,
that power you have never failed to sanetify.
Therein lies the sole title to all the glory you have
achieved in the past and therein will lie the sole
title to all the glory that vou will achieve in the
future. Believing that there resides in an en-
lightened people an all-compelling foree for right-
eonsness, I have every faith that through the
vigorous performance of your duties you will add
new luster to your glory in the days to come.

Our America with all that it represents of hope
in the world is now and will be what you make it.
Its institutions of religious liberty, of educational
and economic opportunity, of constitutional rights,
of the integrity of the law, are the most precious
possessions of the human race. These do not ema-
nate from the government., Their abiding place is
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with the people. They come from the consecration
of the father, the love of the mother, and the de-
votion of the children. They are the product of that
honest, earnest, and tireless effort that goes into
the rearine of the family altar and the making of
the home of our country. They ean have no stronger
supporters, no more loyal defenders, than that great
body of our ecitizenship which you represent. When
I look npon vou and realize what you are and what
you have done, I know that in your hands our
country is secure. You have laid up your treasure
in what America represents, and there will your
heart be also. You have given your pledge to the
land of the free. The pledge of the Norwegian
people has never yet gone unredeemed.
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“CGhe Norse-American Centennial
Medal and Stamps

EVER before in the history of the United States has the

celebration of an historic event been so uniquely and signally
honored by the American Government as has the Norse-American
Centennial.

Other celebrations commemorating historic events have been
honored and dignified by the presence of the nation's chief
executive, just as the Norse-American Centennial was; but
never before has the Congress of the United States authorized
the striking of a medal commemorating an event in history, as
it did for the Norse-American Centennial, and never before did
the Post Office Department issue commemorative stamps in
two colors.

The Norse-American Centennial, therefore, sets an epoch-
making precedent in United States governmental history in no
less than two mnoteworthy respects.

The commemorative Centennial medal, the minting of 40,000
of which was authorized by Congress, is of silver of the same
quality as our silver coins, octagonal in shape and approximately
the same size as the 50-cent piece, The medal was designed by
James Earl Frazier, former member of the Federal Fine Arts
Commission, and designer of several other historic medals, in-
cluding the Roosevelt Award medal, the Navy Distinguished
Service medal and the so-called “Buffalo” nickel.

The Centennial medal bears on one side a desizn showing a
Viking chieftain setting foot on American soil, with a Viking
ship in the background, and bears the inscription: “Noarse-
American Centennial, 1825-1925" On the reverse is shown a
Viking ship under full sail and underneath it appears "A. D. 1000,
the year of Leif Eiriksson's discovery of America, also the
inscription: “Authorized by Congress of the United States.”
The true significance of this 15 so apparent as to need no comment.

The Post Office Department has issued two Norse-American
Centennial postage stamps, each in two colors, as already noted,
the two-cent denomination in red and black, bearing a design of
the sloop, “Restaurationen,” while the five-cent denomination is
in blue and black, bearing a design of the Viking ship.

It is interesting to note and worthy of being inscribed in the
Centennial records that the Post Office Department designated
the following cities for the initial sale of the Centennial stamps
on May 18, 1925 (May 17, Norway's Independence Day, falling
on Sunday):

Washington, D. C., the nation’s capital; Chicago, IIL, the city
with the largest Norse-American population; Minneapolis and
St. Paul, where the Centennial was celebrated; Decorah, Towa,
home of Luther College, oldest Norse-American college; North-
field, Minn., home of St. Olaf College, the largest Norse-American
college, and Benson, Minn.,, the home of Congressman 0. J.
Kvale, who introduced the bill in Congress authorizing issuance
of the special stamps—"Norse-American Centennial Program.”
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