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“shook the of many a s oc ins, heading for the
Norwegian in eastern Wiscomsin, | Pacific coast, especially the region of
seem to have given them but little the Puget Sound. During this cen-
trouble farther-west. Beyond theMis- | tury, thousands have found their way
sissippi, however, {they were close to Alaska. This continuous migra-
| upon the heels of the Indian, and the |tion and expansion of a splendid

fear of being massacred was felt in People is one of the marvels of

thousands ‘'of homes on the prairies.
Nor was it a groundless fear. In
1862, the uprising of the Sioux, be-
ginning at Rice Creek, Redwood Cg.,
Minnesota, harried up the very soul
of the frontier, and the Norwegians
from St. Amsgar, Iowa, to Norway
Lake, Minn., saw the gleam of the
knife of the onrushing savage.

The early settlements of northern
Illinois and southern Wisconsin be-
came the natural gateway® to; the
west for the Norwegian immigrants.
The Fox River Settlement sent a
large delegation of its members te
central, Iowa, the Jefferson Prairie
settlement founded n the soutlieast-
ern part of Rock County, Wisconsin,
in 1837 by Austen Nattestad, soon
sent men across Rock River to Rock
Prairie between Beloit and the Sugar
River. There Gullick Olson Gravdal,
Gisle Hallan, Mrs. Gunhild Ode-
garden, and Goe Bjono, laid the foun-
dations for a new, prosperous and
now famous settlement. The lead
mines at Hamilton Diggins, (Wiota)
soon attracted men along the same
line of march, and a settlement was
!soon established in thisvicinity. In
the early fifties the Rev. C. L
Clausen piloted a large number of
settlers (some say 'sixty families)
for Roek Prairie to St. Ansgar,
Iowa. Other groups, after a short
stay at Rock Prairie, passed on to
Vernon County, Wisconsin. Winne-
shiek County, Iowa, or pushed on into
Minnesota after Sibley’s treaty with
the Indians at Traverse des Sioux in
1852

The settlement on Koshkonong
Prairie, Dane County, Wisconsin, the
region having been visited in 1839
by Nils Bolstad, Nils Gilderhus, and
0Odd J. Hinde, was founded in 1840
by Gilderhus, Bolstad, Magne Bysto-
len and Andrew Finno. A little later
Gumnul Olson Vindeig, T. O. Bjaa-
land, A. A. Hornefjeld, and Bjorn
Anderson Kvelve (the father of Prof.
R. B: Anderson) arrved from Illinois
and found what they considered
Canaan itself. This settlement be-
came a veritable gateway to the
northwest, thousands having passed
through it in their quest for a home.

The fourth gateway was that of
Racine County, Wisconsin. In that
vicinity a few Norwegian settlers had
taken up their residence in 1839, but
only the southern extension of the
settlement survived the ravages of
the diseases that year, and it took
some time before the setlement could |
be said to be firmly established. Be-
|ing only twenty miles from Milwau-
kee, however, it occupied a strategic
position, and profited largely by this
fact. It became the northern gate-
way of Norwegian immigration, and
directed thousands of settlers north-
westward into central and western
Wisconsin.

The manner in which the North-
west was settled has been indicated
with sufficient clearness. The time
may be roughly stated as follows:
Northern Illinois, in the thirties and
early forties, eastern Wisconsin, in

history.

Accustomed to various kinds of
manual labor and willing to put his
energy into his work, the Norwegian
immigrant soon became an excellent |
farmer. At the earliast opportunity,
he reached out for more land, and in
our day no farms are better tilled,
look more prosperous, or have better
buildings on them than those owned
by people of Norwegian descent. In
the state of Minnesota there are
about 500,000 persons: of Norwegian
parentage. Of these about 70% are
found in the rural districts. Nearly
nine million acres of land belong to
them. Assuming that each farm is
worth at least $10,000, their land and
building are worth upward of $500,-
000,000,000. In proportion to thier
number in Wisconsin, Iowa, the
Dakotas, and Washington, their share
of the wealth of these states is fully

‘stronger.

up to the average.
These facts have tended to give the

s been accomplished
might have been done, if the spirit
of cooperation, the influence of
mutual confidence and trust, a desire
to promote the welfare of a member
of one’s own ethmic group, rather
than that of another, had been

The Norwegian immigrants and
their descendents have not always
been fortunate in the leadership of
their church. From natural but un-
fortunate cases the leadership in this
important field has been in the hands
of the members of a few families.
These families have grouped to them-
selves in such a way as to secure to
themselves the most prominent posi-
tions. Patient merit has often re-

ceived but scant attention. In spite|.

of these drawbacks, the people have
been able to build up and to main-
tain a church numbering more than
1,200 pastors, 3,000 congregations,’
and 600,000 members on its rolls and
serving moyre than twice that number.
Excellent academies, good colleges,
and serviceable theological seminaries
are useful organs of educasion, cul-
ture and religion; and they have con-
tributed more, perhaps, than any
other agency to give the Norwegians

Norwegian immigrants and their of our country the firm, vigorous and
descendents a feeling of just pride in manly step, the clear, penetrating and
their ability to compete with any steady eye, that characterize them
people maintaining the same high to-day. §
standard of living as they do. As a whole, the clergy of the Nor-
As the means of communication® Wegian-Americans is .a most admir-
and transportation were improved able class of men. With very few ex-
and extended, villages and towns |ceptions they have taken up the work
sprang up all over the northwest.|of ministry for the purpose of being
e bulk of the business of thou-|of service to their people. Not only
sands of these towns and villages is|in the field of religion, but in that of
handled by people of Norwegian |education and culture has the clergy
descent.  They have demonstrated | contributed largely to the sum total
their power of initiative in countless |of their people, but the spirit in

|enterprises, and the spirit of improve-
ment and progress is clearly seen
wherever they have established them-
selves. Their success in business
from retail to wholesale, in manufac-
ture, in banking and in related lines
has given them a standing of respec-
tability in the business world, which
has strengthened their confidence in
their native ability and promoted
their develdpment of an independent®
and decided character. The toga prac-
texta of diffident and modest 'youth
is being exchanged for the toga of
mature manhood.

I have spoken mainly of agriculture
and business, as these have been the
principal fields in which the Norwe-
gian immigrants and their descen-
dents have expended their energy.
Lumbering, mining, the merchant
marine on the east and west coasts
as well as on the Great Lakes, the
fisheries of Alaska have found a large
number of Norwegians in every
branch of the industry and service.

The Norwegian immigrant, it is
true, came to this country primarily
for the purpose of obtaining a home
"of his own and to secure his economic
independence. We find, however, that
there was nothing sordid or low in
his purposes and intentions, no vie-
-ious and groveling spirit of aggran-
dizement and miserly selfishness.
Coming from a country of high ideals,
of liberty, of education, of virtue, of
religion, he set to work as soon as he
had secured a shelter for himself and
his family to establish' newspapers,
to print books, to build churches, to

thern Iowa and eastern Minnesota, in
the fifties; central and western Min-
nesota, in the sixties; the eastern

and early eighties. The nineties saw

thousands of Norwegians cross the |

the forties; western Wisconsin, nor-{

found schools, and to take an active
part in the political life of the
country. |

In all these fields the Norwegians

/influence for good growing with the!
growth of the c y. Much more,

which their work has been performed
has been an inspiration to good men
of every creed. The people of Nor-
wegian descent justly feel proud of
their clergy.

Of the agencies that have exercized

an influence for good among the Nor-
wegians of the United States, and
that have tended to stimulate their
growth, is the Norwegian press. Dat-
ing back to the early settlements of
Muskego (Racine County) and Rock
Prairie, the press has grown until its
weeklies and dailies are scattered
like leaves in Valambrosa’s dale.” Of
the character of this press I shall call
attention to only one thing: it is, and
always has been, loyal to the prin-
ciples of American liberty—devotedly
and enthusiastically loyal.

The press has kept the immigrants
and their descendents in touch with
the developments of their old home-
land, thus feeding those roots of cul-
ture on which our country depends
for its future growth as a leading
representative of Christian civiliza-
tion. This intimate contact with the
national life of a' mature and free
people has been of inestimable value,
not only to the Norwegian Americans ]
themselves, but to' our own country
as a whole. |

I pass over the part played by the
Norwegians in American politics,
though names like those of Knute
Nelson, Nestos, and Nordbeck will
live for centuries. Nor shall I
speak of the contribution made by
the Norwegians to the fraternal or-
ganizations of our country. Amd
time would fail me, if I should at-
tempt to sketch the development of
manly sports, such as that of skat-
ing, and skiing, in which, of course,

part of the Dakotas in the seventies have been eminently successful, their | the Norwegians have played a lead-

ing part. But I should feel that my
task was but half completed if I did

.t.
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MANY WILL GO
10 CENT ENNIAL

Two S u‘~x City Musicians
Will Appear On Program .

Sanor at Pres1dents ‘

Reception Monday

At Minneapolis

More than 100 Sioux Cﬂ?,;ms will
attend the Norse-American Centen-
nial celebration Wﬁs, Minn.,
which will last four days, beginning
Saturday. Many Sioux City people
expect to make the trip to the Twin
cities by automobile. A total attend-
ance of more than 200,000 persons is
expected at the celebration.

Two Sioux City musical artists wili
appear on the program during the
celebration. Luverne Sigmond, tenor
soleist, will sing the afternoon on
which President Coolidge will be the
Principal speaker. The Marine band
from Washington, D. C., also will be
on the program that day. ram.

Prof. Frederick Wick, director in s|(.gs }E’cll_a}_ mL;t\hle?el%%lls.-)M[ss
chief of the United Norwegian Sing- Margit Wold, who will be gradu-
ers of America, will direct the unitea ated from the Shell Lake HI?‘
choirs Sunday evening at the grand school today, will be one %f :h:
concert to be held in the Hippodrome soloists at the opening o

Norse-American Centennial pro-
4 | 3 evening in Min-

Tau Claire s, Te' ecrzm ! neapolis. e

.—._.FRLDAY JUNE 5, 1925

TOPLAYAT & |
- CENTENNIAL -
4 EXERCISES

MARGIT WOLD.

MISS SELMA ERICKSON.

-'.91
Miss Lrickson sang Monday cve-
Aﬂ-ﬂabe"e And O'llver EﬂCkSM, ning at the reception which was
given at the state capitol hy Cov.
'LOC&I Xylophone ArtlStS, and Ars. Christianson for Pres, and
Appear On Program Mrs. Coolidge and the distinguished
pp g

tes who came to attend the
-American Centennial.

deleg

. =

- Two well known young music
artists will provide part of the mu-

sécal entertainme: e program
of the Norse-'Am%ma, 3 1

at the Twin Cities Xt week.
They a.M J ‘nd Oliver
Erickson, daughter and son of Mr.
and Mre Adolph Erickson of this
city, both killed artists on the
xylophone. With Miss Florence

Werheim of Chippewa Falls accom- |
“panying them on the piano they.
will play on Monday morning at'
the exercises at the woman's build-

ing, and in the evening will appear

3 e ompanicd by Gene-
vieve Hill, pianist.

Thie program for the affair was
avranged by Mrs. Olivia Johnson and
others appearing were Miss Tlthel
Tamborino, violinist: Jane Holland
Cameron. contralto. accompanied by
Edith obinson; Great Northern
men’s quartet; Miss Edna Gille,
soprano, accompanicd hy Miss Mary
Alicia DBrown, piunist. and Miss
Claire Dietsch, whistler, accompanicd
by liili Olson, Pianist; Miss Cath-
crine Gilmore, soprano, accompanicd
by Miss Helen Lucille Dearborn.

on the program at the Montgomery
Ward reception to the Daughters
, of Norway.

| Again on uesday they will ap-
! pear on the Centennial program.

Northfield (Minn.J Tnde: -
THURSDAY., JUNE 11, 1925

i Mabel Jacobs, f01me11v of
city, was soloist at the Val(lrlslag
anquet held Saturday in connection
with the ng%ﬂ Centennial
celebration in Minneapolis.  Mrs.
Louise Wright Drake accompanied
her onythe n
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1w Leach, Lieutenant Governor Nolan

| were taken home by their hosts, after

" Honor s l
Dr. C. M. Roan, O. J. Hertsgaard, A.
M. Sunheim and G. W. Arctander head-
ed the official reception committee in'|
charge of arrangements at the Milwau-
kee station. The Minneapolis firemen's
band played a concert number while

sty Armofy Jammed as _Fam'bus Oslo Chorus

it

the visitors were being escorted from

the train into the station and purnished
‘music for the parade to the Odin club,
where the chorus members were hondr-
‘guests at luncheon.
The parade, led by the band, witht the
ers of the four Minneapolis socie-
s next in line, marched up Nicollet
avenue to Ninth street, thence over to
Second avenue and back to the Odin
club room, in the Metropolitan bank
wuilding. The musicians from Oslq‘
were in the line, riding in 1utomobiles.
Governor Christianson, Mayor George

and N. W. Elsbergy city engineer and
Lx‘)‘resldent of the Odin club, were the
peakers at the luncheon. The visitors]

the luncheon, and the afternoon was
1o be given over to motor trips about
the city.

Reception at Leamington.

At 6:30 p. m,, a reception for the Osloj|
chorusg is scheduled at Hotel Leaming-
ton, with Norwegian Consul E. H.
Hobe, Dr. H. G. Stub, Carl G. ©. Han-

sen, Mrs. Kr. Egilsrud and Professor
| Gisle Bothne as the speakers. A dinner
will follow the reception.

The chorus arrived in America more
[&han a week ago and has been appear-

ing in several eastern cities. The week:
end was spent in Decorah, Iowa.
!'"Tuesday night the visitors were enter-
tained at a concert given by the St.

Scores With Its First Concert in the Twin Cities

Olaf college students at Northfield.
Upon their arrival in Northfield they
were greeted by 3,000 residents and 900 Students of the University of Minne-
laf smants_ After an automobile sota packed the university armory at
w“r bers Q,f the chorus attend- Ll a.m. today when the famous chorus
g{ American baseball game of the University of Osld gaves its first
St. Olaf and Hamline. concert in the
ev. Johan ¥. T.unde, bishop of The group
Oslo, Norway, arrived in the Twinthe chorus were entertained at lunch
Cities Tuesday night. Bishop Lunde in the Minnesota Union by the Norwe.
is one of the group of Nonreglan leads gian l.iterary club, a campus organi
ers who will represent that Muw at zation. They inspected the university
the Norse-American centenpial. “buildings and visited classes during the
aftermoon. They will s at 8:15 p.n.
today at the Rep urch, St. Paul,
and will give their principal Minneap-
olis eoncert at 8:15 p.m. Friday in the
Kenwood armory.
Greeted at Leamingtons
A formal greeting was extended 1o
members of the chorils by 500 Norwe-
gian-Americans of Minneapolis last
night at a dinner and reception at the
Leamington.
: Norwegiuns, as a people, are musical
and religious. Dr. H. G. 'S‘ruh. of St.
Paul, precident of the Norwegian
Lutheran Church of America, declared
in an address paying tribuie to the ac-
complishments of the chorus,

. The University Q£ Oslo chorus now in Minneapolis.

Twin Cities. W
ingers comprising.

iNo 50 lifts the human spirit as Addresses were made by l‘mi.‘] ]
.ﬁé art of music,” he said. “The Luth.| Gislene, chairman of the hoard of di.
tran church is a singing church for in | rectors of the N | ‘enten
L ,after theology, comes song.” nial celebrationy 0. Hanson,
editor of the Minneapolis Daglig Ti
dende; I&. H. Hobe, Norwegian consul
in the northwest; Ludvig Arctander,

/ Chorus 1.cader Talks
Norwegians of the fatherlund ape
proud of Norwegians in the United

IStates in the same manner tha ; moth- | toastmasted, and Mrs. Kr. Kgilseud,
‘er is proud of her children, iy Ro]f;“".“’ spokc in hehalf of the Norwegian
Pande. vice president of the chorus.| Women in :AMimeapolis, asking the

chorus to take back {o the women of
Norway a greeting from the women in
America.

responded. Those who are the farthest
aray are ‘the nearest fo Norway's
bsom,” he said.

= Plafnviow Z3iTE Is ;

— ERIDAYC ADKS 5 iz

20,000 GREET 05L0 SiNagRs

Blehop Johan P. Lunde Helps Wel. :
come Chorus. |

Minneapolis — Fifty dbroad
above wreaths of flowers,
more than 10,000 Norwegians
packed the Milwaukee station
10,000 more who jammed the streets
to welcome the Oslo University Chor
us—vanguard of the great ar ot
visitors who will come to the Norge-
Amer { {2 June;-es
first official delegation to arrive,

Rev. Johan P. Lunde, bishop of Os-
lo, the first of the group of Norwegian
leaders who will represent that Coun-
try at the centennial, was on band to
greet his countrymen at the station. |





























































































