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N

ater in triumph to his old home town..

But never before, perhaps, has onhe achieved this dream
in the spectacular fashion of George W. Steele, Jr., of Min-

neapolis.

He who was little George Steele is now Captain Steele
and he will command the gigantic navy dirigible Los An-
geles when it comes to Minneapolis Monday for

Centennial. - .

h&{&.haﬁ already crossed the Atlantic ocean in this great
rigid airship and his command is now one—and the largest |
one—of the two great ships of this sort possessed by the

United States.

Perhaps George Steele once dreamed of coming back to
Minneapolis at the head of a circus parade, but on Monday
he will have the privilege of distracting the attention of an
audience listening to the president of the United States.

His vessel of the sky will be the principal feature of the
Norse-American circus and it is a kind of circus that few

small boys have ever dreamed of.

George Steele is a grandson of the pioneer, Franklin
Steele, for whom a Minneapolis park is named.
ticularly fitting that he should have the honor of bringing the

great ship here and of commanding it.

or
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A Busy Day Ahead.

airie schooner.

everything that he. should see, hears everything
that he should hear, and does everything that he should

.\ do, will have to be a ball-bearing, twelve-cylindered
centipede, capable of breaking sprint and non-stop
records from dawn to dawn. . | ‘
President Coolidge will speak at the fair grounds.
The Los Angeles will come in with the first pink streak
of daylight at Wold-Chamberlain field. The United
States marine band will play at the Northwest Indus-
trial Exposition in the Overland building. The wonders

| of the g il will unfold. The marvels of
our industrial progress m e seen. Thirty-six Norse
Bylgelags will be in session. The most famous aviators

in the army and navy air services from General Pat-

rick down will be in the air in a great aerial exhibition. |

The “most beautifi.! woman in the United States” will
be in town. There will be hundreds of athletes of
national reputation in a mammoth meet. Thousands

" of members of the National Association of Retail Credit
Men will arrive for their convention.

In addition Minneapolis will have ils municipal
@lection.

We do not know just what to do about this. Cer-
tainly none of these events can be missed.

Some plan must be worked out by which one can
leap from crag to crag throughout the day and wind
up in a blaze of glory at night with a record of having
_been_everywhere and seen everything. = |

It will not do to forego voting to get to tHe fair
grounds early in the afternoon to hear President Cool-
idge speak. The president has just finished saying that
there must be more interest in good local government
and less dependence on the state. He has an all-seeing
eye and there would be no comfort at all for the citizen
who goes to hear him without voting.

The citizen who remains in bed while the Los Angeles,
the greatest airship in the world, sails over the city

b _aﬂif inte a berth while 300 soldierstug at the
ropes, is going to regret it the rest of his life.

The only thing to do, apparently, is to cancel all
engagements for the rest of the week and rest as much
as possible, to see as much of the centennial and the
exposition ag possible on Saturday, and to then lay
out a program that will have you up at dawn Monday
with a determination to see and hear everything, if it
wears the cords off your tires and raises blisters o

\ our feet.

A SPECTACULAR HOME COMINu

% Since the days of the stone age the rising youth has‘r
Jalji'eamed of going forth into the world and coming back

éhg_Norse I

1t is par-

Doubtless Mr. Steele will reflect for a moment as he soars ' the Northwest particular
ver the city how different is his arrival here from that of
s grandfather in the days of the steamboat and the ox-cart
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"event 'E'P'mn—ordinary interest

reople of the Northwest—and millions in §ther
ts of.the United States—is the Norse-Amefican
tennial which opens in the Twin Cities Jyne 6

and will close June 9. It is a celebration ¢f the

first concerted effort toward Scandinavian Kettle-
of an

ment in the United States, and in honor!
factor

historical event that has proved a magnificent
pbuilding of the North-

il

in the development and y
west.

; Seeking liberty of thought and action, chiefly the
rlg'h.t to religious opinion, a hardy body of Nor
wegians left their native land and in a ;mall sail:
boat bra}red storm and stress and finally landed
;)In American sojl. They were the forerunners of
undrﬁds of thousands of other Norsemen, until
.Scandma‘vian thrift and industry became a ’power
in American agriculture and the other industries

To these sturdy workers and God-loving peol;le

ly owes much—
the.y. owe to the Northxgest. They hailrserr;)ll]::tjj
ch(;h;:cx)lgrifez};at illumines the country for patriotism
._The importance of this Norse-American Centen-
nial/is nationally recognized, and an honor guest
wip be the President of the United States, Calvin
@ olndge.. Other promineng gmen from throughout
the nation will also participate in the noteworthy
celebration. The event will be one that will cement
more closely the most cordial relations that have
for long existed between the people of the Scan-

Minneapolz, Minn., Journa '

_. SATUROAY, JUNE 6, 1925
if The Coming of the Norsemen
" \In the Twin Cities {Orrt e ghybii bl t
three days, America is celcbrating the centen-
nial of the first coming of the Norwegians
to America, a coming that has meant even
more to America at large than fo the Nor-
wegians themselves. A
Other great nations can look back upon the

coming of t}ge Norsemen to their own shores,
and see how each such coming worked a no- |

table change in history. To France and to
Britain, the Norsemen came in the long ago,
Witk arms in their-hands.  To America they
came a hundred years ago, not with clanking
swords, but with implements of the wilder-

| Mess-conquering pioneer.

To the Cavaliers of Jamestown, to the Pil-
grims of Massachusetts, to Penn and his
Quakers, to the Knickerbockers of New York,
Ppresent-day America owes great debts. But
no less a debt does America owe to the fear-
less and sturdy Scandinavians who pioneered
the Northwest.

Within the memory of the living men, ta,
wvast region of which Minneapolis is now the
metropolis offered obstacles to settlement thae:
Were in no way inferior to the obstacles e~
countered in the Virginia or Massachusetts
of an carlier day. But the Norseman came,
and attacked those obstacles, and conquered.
And today his children and his grandchildren
are gathering in the Twin Cities to view for
themselves the magnitude of his athieve-

ments, to greet delegations from the land of
. [ - —

_diqav_izin ceuntries and those of the Unijted States

their fathers and tell them all is well in the
New World, and to hear thg President of the
Nation. What the Centem:ial means to the
Norse-Americans themselves is thus explained
by Professor Gisle Bothne: v
Tens of thousands of the present gen- -
eration will have visualized the lire of
the carly Norse pioneers, how they
Y¥rvored and sacrificed that we might gain
wisdom, happiness and material eomfort, -
#nd lead such lives that Norway should
not be ashamed of us and America should
not regret that she had invited us to her
shores. '
' But the celebration means just as much to
the great mass of Americans who are not of
Norse blood. President Coolidge considers
#t so mportant that he is going to be here
himself, on one of his rare trips west of the
Alleghenies. The Goven}ment is sending the
mighty airship Los Angeles at an expense of
@ hundred thousand dollars. The United
States Marine Band, here for the Northwest
Industrial Exposition, will attend the Presi--
dent Monday. For the four days that began
today the eyes of the Nation will be on the
Twin Cities. And America at large is going
2o realize what a tremendous national asset
{:been the influx of Norse blood in the last

oatury, /

|
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- upon our country

‘stux (ly class of lqu_iy-,lovmg

ﬂe -bLandmavmn u)untnea
0

‘ 4,1_)1)1 cnmted his unusual op-
tlnﬁ occasxon""t& call atteutlon to fun-
g_reg. andl

np*cn tant a part. He said that one reason
as glad to accept the invitation to come
e Northwest and address hundreds of'
of qNe-nse-_Amel icans was that it gave him

of human relations with
t lawe ahﬁ will be helped very much in
~of the [nost difficult problems of man-
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/ THE NORSE-M&MERICAN Centennial cele-

~

bration at the State Fair Grounds next
month will be one of the biggest events the
Twin Cities have ever seen.

Prominent men from this country and Eur-
ope wili be in attendance. The President of
the United States and the Secretary of State
of the United States will both be present. Men
of the
way will come and other ountries also will
contribute to the number of distinguished
guests.

There are those who do not appreciate the
significance of this celebration and some even
look upon it as a gathering of ‘‘fcreigners.”’

Nothing can be farther from the facts.

The event that is being celebrated is the

coming of the first shipload of Norwegians to
America, just one hundred years ago.
. The people of Norse descent in this country
are making this an occasion to rejoice over Lhe
fact that their forefathers left the old coun'try
a hundred years ago and came to America. It
is a patriotic celebration, from an American
standpoint, for the event commemorated is
the coming of the people of the nationality
named to-this-country. Vit

It is to praise the foresight of these hardy

pioneers and to rejoice over the good fortune .

that brought them to these shores that ..\t.his
celebration is being had.

O RACE is more American in spirit than
the Norse race. Liberty and freedom have

. always been household words with them and

-

they understand and appreciate American aims
and ideals to an extent not surpassed by any
other peoplie.

That is why they celebrate with so much

-enthusiasm the event that brought their peo-

ple to these shores a hundred years ago.

America has done much for the Norse peo-
p[e, but they, too, have done something for
America. ~ As a class, they have contributed
to the building up of the country and they
have been among the foremost to defend it in
its hour of need.

America has always welcomed the people of
the Nordie race and it is to register that wel-
come that the President of the United States

—will come-to this celebration and participate

in it as one of the speakers.

The Norsemen of America propose to show
to the world next month that they are glad
théy “‘came over’”’ and that their adopted
cdantry holds a place in their hearts that is

highest rank in the public life of Noxs-

1

\
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Minneota M inn Y Maares
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/ From the Norse Centennial

N

HE Norse-American Centennial which came

esday has been pronoun-

ced one of the greatest events in the history
of the Northwest.

The attendance was record breaking, even
for the Minnesota Fair Grounds where excep-
tional crowds are common., President Cool-
idge, when he spoke Monday afternoon, was
greeted by a crowd that probably was the lar-
gest ever assembled on the Fair Grounds.

For three days there were continuous pro-
grams at different places. Building after
building was filled with people and every-
where there was some special program in
progress.

Tuesday forenoon was given over to greet-
ings from different nations and racial ele-
ments.

The editor of this paper had been request-
ed to bring greetings from the Icelanders in
America and we publish below extracts cover-
ing the major portions of his speech:

Y FELLOW Americans and countrymen
of the Northland:

It is my privilege to bring to the Norse-Am-
erican Centennial greetings from the Iceland-
ic people of America. Let me say at the outset
that the people whose greeting I am to convey
are not to be blamed for thisselection, neither
am [ self-appointed, but it would be more thun
passing strange did there not creep in at least
one mistake oa the part of the tmanagement of
an undertaking assuming the magnitudinous
proportions of this Centennial—but Jet that
pass.

The people of Icelandic extraction in Amer-
ica rejoice with their Norwegian brothers and
sisters on this occasion. They take pride in
the attention bestowed upon the Centennial
project by the nation’s chief executive and by

~ the governments of other nations and they

feel that all this recognition is merited. The
Norwegians and the Icelanders are not two
distinet races—they are one and the same peo-
ple. They are of common origin, their tradi-
tions are for the most part identical, the racial
atmosphere that surrounds them is the same
and their religion and their political and social
ideals are cut from the same cloth, We are
one people and neither branch of the family
has any reasan to repudiate the other.



















Redwood Fall, Minn &
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NORSE MEN.

The great celebiation just draw-

ing to a close in the city of Minne-'

apolis has brotught=the=Norsepeople
in this and other states very much
into the lime light, and for this rea-
son we naturally constrained to ap-
praise them with reference to the
contribution that they have made and
are making to the worth while things
in American life. They have added
greatly to Minnesota’s material wea!-
th, having helped to break up pra:r-
ies and clear her great timber areas.
They have been abrea:}y of the fore-

most in educational life and leader-
ship, and are today among the maost
progressive of our people in this |
line. In political circles they have
and are today playing a leading rcle.
Among our most famous Senators
and Governors, their names rank:

high. They are a religious people,[
and have been very solicitous for the |
welfare of the church in their settle-
ments. They have been a progrﬂ,s-f
sive people in the way of making
public and private improvements of
a modern and lasting kind.

Renville "Nfinn.J Rarmer '

THURSDAY, IUNE 1. 102§
The Centenniary of the Norse-
.men held in cities this week
is a distinctiwe- honor to Minne-
sota. It was| only when the
Scandinavians ¢game and mad §
their settlement in great block
on the naked prairies that the
(railroad followef them and they
‘established schools, churches
jand towns and was not long be-
fore both homestead and the
alternate sectjons of railroad
dand was taken up and sub-
stantial improvements made on
every quarter section. Nature
responded generously to every
‘effort made on the part of the
husbandman. A hundred years
is_a long time but it is about
Half that time since or shortly
‘after the civil war that the first
regular settlement was made in
this part of the state. A wonder-
ful difference will be noted at
this time in the transmission
from the oxen to the automobile.
age. Gen. U. S. Grant was
president the time of the great-
est influx of settlers to the
northwest. There has been a
great many changes in all parts
of our country from that time
to the present Coolidge admini-
stration. ‘At that time we talk-
ed. in terms of millions as we do
now of billions in the running of
ﬁ:tate or-.national govern-

nt. This is a fast age and if
we don’t step too hard on the
gas we will probably land. as
safely in the future as we have
in the past.

Renville (N[!nn)' Parmer.
THURSDAY JUNE 11, 1925

They Have He]i_ped Us’ Vastly

The ummnenceﬁ of thgﬂame
al “celebra

. tion in the' Twm (,mes brmgs to
‘mind with ‘renewed’
“‘truth of what President Coolidge
“told"' the Daughters _of - the

force.the |

“American Revolution about the
forelgn-born in thls _country.
who have " become Amenca,mz-~
‘ed. The. President sa.ld
© We n@d not. only raw’
the neWcomers into our “social
. structure, but, we .need" also, to’
make them - contnbu’teL to.\its >
strength and. beauty.'. We .may
gain much from: them. In the
diversification of. our _ culture, -
the broadening of our interests,
the development of our -litera-
ture and. arts, .the formation of
a rounded, symmetrical national
character, they can help us vast--
ly. We shall best serve -both.:’
them and ourselves, if we shall
fully recognize this mutuahty of
interest.
The Norse-American Centen—

nial offers this opportunity . for.

_native Americans and those" of
Scandinavian blood to recognize
‘their mutuality of interest. No
State in the Union

has heen so
fortunate as Minnesota in hav-
ing so large an infusion of Nor-
dic bloed in its population.
Through the years these new-
comers have contributed their
strength to the life of the Sfate,
because they came here as
workers with the purpose of be-
coming rapidly Americanized.

The history of Minnesota
tegisters the influence of several
streams of builders. First came
the French explorers who fol-
lowed the river channels, located
the islands and prairies, and left
their impress in such names as:
De Sota, Le Suer, Radisson and
Hennepin. Then came the Down
East Yankees. to become sturdy |
and resourceful rioneers in
every line of endeavor.

In the period of development
and expansion that this opened
the Scandinavian immigration
started earlv and continued
long. The character of the early
work of these newcomers is de-
scribed by the Interpreter,
which tells of how one Nor-

. wegian settled years ago in the

forests of the North, grubbed

“out the trees, built his family a

spacious log house, tilled his
farm and garden and in twenty
years snatched civilization from
the wilderness and wrought out
his own affluence. This case is
not exceptional, but typical of
what many settlers of Norse
blood, who came to the State as
toﬂers have done. They entered
constrtictively into the life of
Minnesota, arfd in many lines:

have attained positions- of . in-
fluence and leadership.

A State like Minnesota is not
built in a day, but is the product
of long sustained, co-operative
effort between natives and for-
eign-born. The best form of
State and Nation building and
of Americanization *is  that
which comes, as President Cool-
idge suggests, from mutual ap-
preciation and gratitude for the
share that each has %?j in mak-

FRIDAY, JUNE 12 1928

‘ing Minnesots w!
_,,-M‘-}%neap(rhs J ournal

Risk City, Minn., Pose

The great Norse centennial was
enhanded by the presence of Pres-
ident Coolidge and™"Mrs: Cooldge,
who as home guests of St. Paul’s dis-
tinguished citizens, Mr. and Mrs.
Frank B. Kellogg were given a genu-
ine friendly welcome. The president
and his charming lady quite c:ptivat-
ed the multitudes and their visit was
timely and enjoyabhle.

R ghfond, ’M" nit., Record.
THURSDAY MAY 14, 1925

MINNESOTA FIRST

W:ith the onening of the Norse-
American ceriteanigd=at " the Minne-
sotrr-state fajr_grounds, Saint Paul,
less than four weeks away, prepar-
aticns to entertain the greatest
throng that ever invaded the North-
west are going . forward with all
possible speed.

From a]l points of the compass
the celebrints afe coming. Already
many of them huve left Turopean
perts for Saint Paul.

This would seem ot be a good
time for the people of Minnesota to
do some talking for the bhenefit of
the visitors. It is without ‘question
an opportunity fer us to let them
know what Minnesota has, and what
a oreat state it iso ‘

Tt is on svch occasions that Cal-
ifernizms get in their deadliest work.
Nothing pleases them mor than to|
corner visitors and regale them will )
the wonders of their state. '

Compared with the wonders of
Minnesota, California hasn’t anv.
For every asset claimed by Cali-
fornia, Minnesota can claim at least!
five and make the claim stick, more- |
over. But Califernia has been ex-
ploited and Minnesota. hasnt. There's
the rub and the difference. Millions
of California dollars,, tourists’ dol-
lars, by the way, have gnne to tell
the world all about the West ccast,
_to_bring. more -tourists —to~it; and’
| each dollar has paid big returns.

Minnesota is approaching the day
when it will be exploited. Meanwhile
such an event as the Norse-Ameri-
can centenary should be. grasped by.
Minnesotans to convince their guests.
that here indeed is one of jche world’s

wonder spots. 23













































