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one o deseendant of English peoplej the other, of Norse
extragtion. Ono dey the Englishman dined with the Horwegian,
Say%, sald the Englishman, in the course of thelr convorsae
tion, %do they have windowpanes in Nerwsy?® Ho doubt the
Englishman thought thut the Norweglans ,except for the
enlightening infivencee of Aserion, were o sort of love
browed ouvemen. UWell, dinner esme %o u ond, and the Enge
lishmon progesded %o stretoh himself ian front of o beaubi.
ful ploture of the Trondhjom Cathedral., %Uhat a vonderful
odificel® he oxolaimed. %ind what beautiful windowsl¥ he
added. "Prey, tell me what manner of bullding this ia®. "ORS
repliied the Norweglan hoat, "That 10 only an old Nerseglen
shook bullt 900 years ago®,

de Ae to Claime %o Americanism.

4 pyomonent NHoreogianeAmerioan, born in this country, was
taking & rallroad trip in ﬁwtgmom An Englishsan, born
in England and etill an Englichypms after seny years in this
coumntry, sat down by hie elde. Thoy bogan to converse aBsut
this and that, about the mmu. citisenship, voting,
ate. The Englisheman argued wt Baslhm un the only
Amerioans, the rest we:e 'Vorcigneve'snd had mo business in
Ameriéa. He himself woted and felt that he had the right to,
slthough he would never give up his oitisenship in England.
The *foreigners®, he olaimed, should never hove the right to
vote. Finally , he cuwe to his destination and proceeded to
get off the $rein. "And what b your name, kind sir?® he
aaked. Our Norwepion fviend told him. "4AhJ said the Englishe
san, "1 see. One of these foroignore®.

Tow, NHorweglane-Anericuns are not Iorelgners, even thoush



most of them oan epeak two langusies or mere. Fully 60f

of the HervegloneAmericans have been born in this country.

Hearly all of those born sorces the seas have taken out she
thoir e¢itimenship papers. For a contury the Horwegians have

been coming to Awerics to make it their home, and mno pecple
ummrummu:mmmn'mamm
axvhame so well prepared for Arericen citisobship vus have the
Horweglens, Norwasy is the only country in Durope that hes never
hod & nwobility. The Norweglans were the firet Eurepeans to set
foot on Americen soll, having come to Greenland in 876, 900

yoars before the Declaration of Independence. They came te Vinland
in 1000 and kept up intercourse with America until 1473, the year bo-~
fore Columbus went to Iceland. Engloand iteelf 48 more Scnadinavian
than Sexon. Mallet shows that it wes two.thirde Scandinavisn at
the start, the Anglos and Jutee heving come from Demmerk. During
the greeter part of 400 yoars Pagland wae ia the bande of Denish
and Borweglon Vikinge who eettled Dngland ,made ite laws and
mingled thelr blood with the Anglo-Saxons. The Hormans who
conyuered England in 1066 were Horsemen. Hest of the Fnglish
lmnigration to the United Stutes hee come from the Horwegian
comntios of Bagland, juet as moat of the Irish immigration hae
ecome from the Horweglen olement in Izeland, end most of the French
stook in Amerien hee come from the Horweglan seoctions of Prance.
The Borwepicns ¢ane over =ith the Duteh in 1614 and later, and
the first white child born in Hes York wus a Horweglan lad. Wall
Street was once owned by o Norweginn gizl . The Hoywegluns tock
setive part in the Rovelutiogary Var and every subseguont war.

29 of the total Norwsglan population enlisted in the Civil

War againat slavexy; 0% of the Norweglans were enrelled as soldlere
during the World War, »hile only 4% of the eountry at large was
arafted. The Pllgriz FPathers thenselves were uninly of Horwegian



desgent, snd the Horwegiene.imerioane hove full right %o sing?

"Land where ny fathers dled,

Lond of the Pllgrime' pride,

From every mountain side

Let froedow ring®.

3. As %o Achlevernents and Qppewtunitéoes.
When Roosevelt viaited the Panama Exppsition at SanFrane
elece in 1015, he dropped inte the Worway Building and %ock &
etand before a map showing the extont of Horweglan ahippingee
Hozweslun ships in every port ia the world. “Horway®, sald
Teddy in his emphuatie way, ¥ yo@ have sade good®. These worde
gon be applied Just as cwmphatieally about the Horweglen people
in Aserica. Yot 1t seems hard to make the su-called Americen
rovognize the splemiid achiev ments of the Norweglaneimeriosn,
to such & degree that the Norwegleun.dmorican oun have the aame
epwrmth;: %;uo prosidont of & normal achoel in North Dukota,
for instange, was ssked why he did not employ any Norweglan
tonchera ot his school. The stute is overshelmingly Norweglan,
and the studentp at this scheol heve move Norweglans than all other
races combined. ®*I tell you", ho answered, ¥ I do not thimk thot
there are any Norweglams in the United States thet oould teaoh at
o norml schoel®, The state university and the normal eolleges of
Hinnesote heve nover had a Horwegian president . Tewchera of
' omug mm from entoring the
higher positions. The c¢ity of Hinneapolis, with 75,000 people of
Borweplan anoestry, does not have one Norwegian on its school
board. These arve illuvetrations of the haniicnps pinecdninndbe
that our ambitious Horwopglans must suffer. Yot they make goodjthey
come to the fromt. The Centenninl will ne doubt remove many handios
caps and opeon many & door of eppertunity te the Nerweglaneimerioan.
IV That Uo May Botser Face the Puture.




As a rule the future is brightest for those people who have an

inspiting history , who know thelr history and are prewd of it, To
Cihan the Negrwes

him that hath shall be given. The Jews are more successfulf,large-

ly because of their history. American history 1s mainly New England

accordingly

and/New England has influenced America more than any other section

oX people. Norwegians could be more influential if their history

were better known and if they themselves stood up‘more 8 toutly

for their ideals. The Norwegian Centennial should make it plain

to the Norwegiandpmericans that they have & proud history , and

it should inspire them to still nobler deeds. As Norweglon-

Americans we should be able to face the future with a new pride,

faith and prayer.

1. With Respectful Pride at past Record.

Anyone who knows anything reliable about the character and work
of the Norwejiian p’ioneers in America must respect them and be
proud of their record.®Lives of zreat men all remind us that we can
meke our lives sublime". Very inspiring are the blographles of
our great men ,and the story of thousands of our fathers yet unwrit-
ten and unsung. But anyone who will listen to these stories will
no doubt feel with Vinje:

iThat father could accomplis}u

Deeds , which all ages grace,

Aad such a record furnish

thich time can not efface,

Has oft sustained my spirit

Frem dawn till day was done, --
fortune 'tis of merit

Of noble blood to come®.

3. With Renewed Faith in Our Heritage.

In 1 Pet.4:9 Peter, in addressing the Christian congregations,
calls them a "peculiar people®. It might be sald that every nation
is a poculiﬂr paople, called of God to perform a p&culiar service
for mankind. The Norwegian ,ecople in times past have heen called to
perform a great mission in the world--they have been * sowing in

the morning , sowing seeds of kindness, skwing in the noontide



and the dewy eve"; they have been the bearers of personal
independence and liberty under law, they have been champions

of the home and tné school, the church and the state. Mallet says
that all the states of FEurcpe "®we originally to the northern

nations whatever liberty they now enjoy, either in their constitution
or in the spirit of their hthexkypr governments; for the North

was the forge of those instruments which broke the fetters
manufactured in the South™. The Centennial will renew and enforce

the faith in our precious heritage.

3. With Thankfulness ana Prayer for [Future Successes.

It is good to glve thanks, and it is pleasant. Te owe thanks to
Norway as well as to America, to America as well as to Forway.

We owe thanks to our Norwegian pioneers znd their naéghbors of

the many nationalities . We owe thanks to God, the Giver of

every good and perfect gift. The Centennial will make people

want to give thanks. Thepsxwiddmbexmangexmfixpma The people

will praise the Lord with hearts and hands and voices. Songs

of thanksgiving will swell the breeze from thousands ani millions
of happy lips:

"Praise to the Lord, Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;

Surely His goodness and mercy here dally attend thee;
Ponder anew
What the Almighty can do
If with His love He befirtend thee".
C.Conclusion: Vzlue of the Centennial.

Like all centenniale, this Norweglan-American Centennial will
huve immense value as & day of reckoning and of inspirdtion. Great
people everywhere commemorate thelr great events mtidh by means of
Centennials. America has had several such centennials within the
memory of this generation--at Philadlphia, Chicago, St. Louis,
Buffalo, Portland, SunFrancisco, SanDiego, for example. In i920

there was a Tricentennial celebration at Plymouth Rock. This Norwegi



jen Centennial will in some messur2 do for the psopls of the

Gorwegisn Mayflower that game over in 1835 what the celebwation

at Plymouth Rogck did for the paople of the Bnglish Hayflower that

came over in 1640. It will be an event never to be forgetien. Prince

and fresddonhy will be there, bishops sud governors, the high and

tho low in every calling, old and young, The past will be clarified,

 the present will be intensified, the future will be magnified.

S ¥8 shall again see Clong Peerson, Lurs i@rmm Ole Johneon, Ole

Hettletvedt, Eiling Elelsen, Clous Clowsen, F.C.7. !H.ntrm

Hed Stub, H.d. s B.J.Muus, Poul Amiozaon, p,é.xmm e

Leur, Largen, ‘thoussnds of other ml-mn ploR@srEms s sS4,

ploneers as they lived snd labored that we might guin wisdom and

happiness, and that we mlght lead such & 1ife thet Noxway showid

net: beraahnmidofsmom not be ashamed of us and Amerien should

not rogret that she had invited uws to her shores. The celsbration

will be like & river of living weter, like the Himer's Fountain

of Horse mythology. Those who drank of this fountain got knowledge

and wisdom. Odin hiueelf, king of the pods of Horse aythology,

came and begmed a draught of this water, which he received, but he

hod to leawve one of his eyes in pawn for it. Here at the Horwegmian

thx averyone io invited to come and armx _withow

without Price. Teus of ands will mé%‘” ™

come. They will go away vefreshed , inspired, eonvinced that 1in

the household of Cod the Morweglans ave a pecullar people, snd YOV

ing to be true Yo thelr highest idesle. The Centenninl w111 in wiae

weskon thelir alleglance to Ampriga. Quite the contyury. And the

Horwegianed mricans will sing as never befores

B3t nbshe

*Qur fathers® God, to Thes,
Auma' of liber
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