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t.he one-hund.rert th arnli ve.rsary 

o.,.. Norweg111.11 lmmi3ratiot1 

I J 

A sounrl, well be.la ce<i man v,ho is Ii true child o"" our times anti 

our ..t(hristia,i civil�on will think more o "' his wi _,..e a:raci 

o"' anJthin)-\1-t this v,rorlct, not eve except.�his chilrtren than 

own 11 <->e. 

I other T1or.is, his chie ..,. r.im is to make his nee.rest o.,. kin 

as happy as possible. 

0,t..her. r-e.ces, such as the Chinese, f''or instance, m;,ke tbie aim re 

more comprehensive than we tlo: They ta.ke ,,.reat pains +.,o make both 

the ill'· a.nee sto.u·s fln1'l their ttes:cen 1J.an ts happy. 

We- are tiri ..,.ting Fl.way Prom the habi ".:. o.,.. ca.rins .,.or those who 

have passe 11way. ror 11ett.er or worse, thin.gs_ 1,ivisible are slowly 

losine; groutt4 l\mone us. One very pratticJ:Ll result o" tr.is cha113e is 

t.ha.".. ther-e is rnore time anf!i energy f.e.rt; -ror looki g out -ror the 

.ruture. Never be -Pcr,·e in the history o "' ma have the masses been so 

bent on ie1>':ing the past a.nit trying to builcl a hElJ)ibier -1-•uture on 

this earth, 

1 this respect we Norse-Americans do not tti ''-t-er rr.aterielly Prom 

contemporaries sprung 9rom other national sources. 

ln �&ct, thousands upon thous�n�s o� Norse-Arrericans �r� i our 

country to�ay I\S a reuult o"" their p�re ts, gr and-pare ts, or 

great-granrt-parents having eu,igr1:1.teei. to e. lan-.J. where the '\ hurd.ens o.,. 

li""e were expected to press less heavily on their chil€1.re , chil-

1iren' s 0hilctre , E\nci so on. 
/ For yea.rs my �ather was hesitatin3 whether to �o o\r not. 

When the <Ue- -Pi ally was ct=1st, sorr· e o e thought 1 t was stra ge thn".:. 

he woulc:J. emi3rate, Par he was �et.ti <?; alonp; much better t,hr,m ":.:he av

erage 111 that neighborhoo1.. His expl'i.1'111:0io� J Wl'lS ch�r- cteristic: 

"Vffi Pn the chil<ten o-e":. big 'they will JO a'lyvniy. '' He was wise er ough �o 

see the.'.., on tJ,e \ one ha.ni 1 t woul,t ·be e�aier .Por us �s chilrtren 

grown people to oer:1 li ""e's battle i a f'oreign people 



usin;? a ton,:,-ue ":.hi:at we itic.i not unctera4.:.anri; a.nl'f thnt, � on the other 

han<i, both he anr.l. mother, who were pa.st the prime o "" li Pe, woulr! 

""incl it dit"i.cult or.· e-ven p�in f'ul to t1cijust the,;-mselves to the new 

con<ii tiorfs• But they we·re willing to mllke the / aacri -Pice Por the 1cle -
v 

sake o 4"' us • I wish to e,mphasize this thou.13ht: I think my parents by 

cou:d ns to �eric,ma<ie e. stt.cri f"icff __.or the sake o� their chilclr&n. 

Now, a little string o P ree.sonlng may help the reader to see our 

wa,y more cl�a.rly. As ":'ar as 1 C/iln see, there is no solid. ground -Per 

supposing that, upor'i the whole, the imme 1tif\te ancestors o P the pres

ent generation o.P. Norse-Americans were lecss clevoteci to their o "'�spriTlg 

�han my pare�ts w&re. 

uously put.� "the b•�t constructio" o� the motives o� our Noroe 

irrunyimmip,ra ts with re�e.r� to their deacenqants. 1 orqer to m�k� 

the whole ei tue.t.ion cleq.r anri. to e.voi<i the possible charge o.,. belng 

bia.se·ft in: ""avo:r o f> my particular race, 1 also wish to take orie mor-e 

step 1 this <i.inctior.i: As, 1 rto not try to put, mf,l own parent.a abo� 

other Nor.·se im.migr·a.n ts with regard to ctevoti on to their o .,.!"spring, 

in the same mELane,r rto 1 want to BILY tha� 1111rl even me.ke it a.s em-

pha.tic ns possible, that on this score no attempt shoul<i be me.<ie to 

plEl.ce my r-e.ce above other races, no matter \"iba t their qirth, color, 

m11ny reaciers. '1r1.e:"ly it is this: 

The ch.io ,_. \e-/ Rim o "' ordinary Hor-se-Ameri ca.a men a.n<i ,rnmen 

in to make theiJ? chil<iren, eran<i.-chilctrer, , etc. as hllPPY -as possible. 

1 t is to be .Pe red that tens o.,. thousancis -Pall below 4:..his ste.nclarri. 

O,n tne ct.her hEmd. 1 11m personally a.c ;iuai11te,-i w1 th not a ..,.ew whose 

sympa4.,h1es tHFlso bro111t tl--ta".., without reL��rcl to kinship, they ex

tend Q helping han� wh�re it seome to be IIiOSt '!'lee,te,i. lut lr, treat-

ing a �¥1SIIIL•�a�•a•llfl�, laree group, such as a whole 
........ 

nat�nality, Por i -

sta1.ce, neither supe;/normale nor sub-nonnals, but •.;he average ml¼n !'lnri 

woruan muat be used. as a basis. 1 t may be well to druv the lines 

still more cle�rly, so that every intellireat reader m�y know ex-

actly whatis meant: £his �iecussion 1a intende� to re�er to the �reat 

women o f' Noroa extraction; 



Por ia rai an<t brawn, L-1 1°ellgion and. poli ti cs,  im moral llorth a.nl'.i 
-P1 a cial sta di g they 0rc the r t b k .. "' g eia ac bo e o-P Norseci.Orn i Americe. , 

Now, as our.nine +.h .. +. our 1 t + 1 1 ,f • � • � - ma n erre s vr a 61m 1s to make our o
,-

�-
sprine happy, we may naturally a,sk: H ow afln we make them happy? 

Here my ree.d.ers will be sure to ,u sagree. Happines s  i s  so much 

like the r·ainbow, it is so wontierf.'ully elusi va;  anct the st 0 nr:iarcis use({ 

i a  testing i t  are so various, even to the exten t o� categorical con

tr-ac:U cti o  • 
Nei ther ruy perso a.l inclination nor my knowleclge o "'  1i s tory ur-

ges me to e ounce my cont emporari e s  �s  typical mammon worshipers . 

Jut in view o�  the �act that we 

our rore�athero 1 t is rather di scouraging to be compelled. to arlr:ni t 

that so many good people o-f> our <lay surely overestimate t.he ability 

o4" riches to .l"lalC P  people happy. F�ven ai ncere1 CliPiati&!"le rtevout Chri s-

tians will c a�ch themselve s a�ain an d agai n in j udging a. man ' e et�n ri-

ing by the amount o� wea th whi c  he controls. 
I ' 

'£hose ,vho i nducect me to wri te these line s ct1ct not 1. sk Por a 

sermon. Bu t 1 am a +'ra.il':t 1 have to injec t a 11. t tl quasi -sermoni -

zi ng in o.rder to drive my arguments home. 

Ye,u may prai se or blame our age all you please. 3Ut at thi s n:,o-

ment there i s  les s  grounci for +>e ar o!': want in the wi cie worlrt than 

at any period in times past. M11n' s bur,iens 0 40 11..,.e have nf"rer een 

so  li e;ht as todaJ'· '£0 be more poeti cal than exact: We 1ue still grop-
. 

ing in the shadow o�  the sillies �, cos tliest, bloodie s t, dead-

liest o�  ell liars. But. in pareti.ing the ra cea anri nations e.nri tribes 

o4" the world be"'o re my mind.' s eye I c -,annot detect e single c ommuni

t.y where '!oo.ci 1 a co / scflrce that 11 sln3le one o .,, 1 ts  iYJ.habi t P,nts 

nee<l sta.r•re. "tleverenti" '1'13.camanY,7, Thomas ti. Ma thus sent s. hock 

thru the mi nqs o� the p oliti cal e�onomi sts o P hi s qay by making out 

that population increases .Paste r than the .Poo.c:i supply, ao ":.hat 

hunger, pestilence, war, crime, etc. only set/:.ve llS na'tural corr"'ectivai .S ,. • 

But \ aking the worl q as a whole, Malthusinni sm i s  a delusion. Por a 
(}. c..1-r-,' ' • .,, 

time 1 t served 11s  a sort o� balm for the consci ence o�  �lutoc r�cy. 

Bu.t in our· day the p ompoua specter ot Mal thua brings nV ctrea.<i to the 

well in�ormed student: , 
---�-�-------------M_11_n_:
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are mak�nz such hea<lwl\y al ov&r the worJ.<t tha :.  the main que stion 
i s  not: How can we produce enough? But it is rQther this: How 

c an we make use  0 .,.  Whlit we produc e? 

:roa ma.ny o "' us labor under a mi sun�ers tanciing wi t re r�arcl to this 

matter. We 11re so eage r to a'd.<l d.ollar to ctollar, Pi el cl 0 .Piel ct_. 

house  to houso, so anxious  to .save up something " -Po r a r r.i11y dny, " 

t,ha.t we los e si ht o.,. the es sential s  o -P h an , li.,.e. We dwar .P our own 

minds nnti s ta_rve our own · souls. nu t th11t i s  not the e-5'> wors t  oP 1 t. 

We struggle o hard. 

,:lren thll t we 

to mainly pilin , up t�s Por our chil

neP,lect  t e chi dren themsel e s. Are not �he very 

rich more 8.pt than are people  o
P mocterat.e means  to }1 a.ve worthles s 

chil«iren? Sh ow me a not.orious spendthri .,.t, point to a whole s  ala poi -

one-r o P the minds o.,. our J outh, a.nd shall be very apt to point to a 

.,.athez· l1ho ,,as so busy  makin1 mone,y  that hi s son hari "I glorious 

opportunit1 to �o to s ee�. 

YQU may retort that •r1illions h ave 

to toil all qay in  the shop so they have no time -Por traini ng their 

children. 10 this it 

poverty, r,ener lly 

! said that limite • means , �ot to e ny 

blessing iwli s�ui s e  by compell:ln 1.1 the 

youngsters to tak e  up some l ln9 or uae -Pul work, nnfl usa -rul work i s  

mo �al m n ' s  bos s  s c hool- master. 

nut what am l drivin':: �t't ¼b �t  �oea  all thi s morali zing menn? 

J:ha"'., remains  to e seen. But we ha have to move sep by step t 

in o�q�r that you may be sure that we are on the r1Rht tra ck. 
� -

!\� We ..,f'fF..-� 

ae trying to et  to the �ntennial alobration. But (i t  i s a brand 

to you anci me e.n<'i everybocly else. We hnve no ex eri ence 
( - /; ef-

c elebre.ting a holictay o'! thi s kin�. The members o""" the commi ttee 

aH very able men, anq the i, genuity alreaqy sho by them bo s we l 

r.or the �eat. nut they wi sh to have o�bers to mak e  s u� �A s tions . fhey 

are not so stuck on their own superior wisdom that they  i rrnore the 

opinions o� other&s , rhe very �F. ct that they propose to spenq hundre�s 

o� dollars on thos e  who write these  contribution; seems to s how tha� 

theJ' "'el the need o.,. help. You may be sure that ther don ' t spend thflt 

money j ust  .,,or the +-un o� it. Ii.ii;!_ An� i �  they, who are devotin" so 

much hard, serious thinking to the celebration in order to m�ke i t 

6 success, you an� l certainly neA� not 



but ha.t:cl kno.:lke th11t bring new VLOU�hts l3nd. reve al new vi stas be .;<ore 
r 

our minri.' s eye. 

At _.,.irs t  thoue;h :.,  me.ny a s ensi ble , cool-hea.cie<l, ma:. ter-o .,.

�ac t Nors e-A�eic�n said to himse1�: Wh y  make eo  much Pus s  �bout tha.� C 

Cl eng Pe rson and hi s loop olks? ! hey happenerj �o co�e q Pew years 

he�•ore the re st o "" us. A.,,r P�on ., himsel ,.  was no extraorcii a ry mi:in -

sin ce hi s  <:tay Ar1eri c8. h"s receive r{  tl-1ous �unds 0 40 :No rsemen superi o r  

to  c - � Pe rson i� ma.ny ways. 

l t i s  exactly 1h1 0  kinri. o "" reta.sonin_:; thll ':. rre h 11ve �o rei l"u:::-te 

i orc.ter'uo in a. convincin�  ma�ner, or else we are in �anger o "" be

ing treate� �o a di s appointment. To bo rrow a hackneyeri. slo <Tan Prom 

A� eri can politi c  l t  i s  ener�l apathy �ha t  we are up a &ins t. 

1 t take G time +>or our people to crasp :.hinge o .,. i.uch ma.,�ni tude 

aa thi s celebration; an� i p they .Pail to grasp the ma�nitude o .,. i t ,  

they v,111 surel y �ail t o  support 1 t with the ent u ia.sm ., r.. 

eenerosi  ty that it sure?deserv e s. 

lt has been pointeq .out th�t we have had. no experience in cele-

bratin� a holi4ay o� this kinq. nu t �o rtunately our pas t hi s :.ory Pur-
/ ni ohes an 1ncitient which rr1ay ser·ve as 11 use Pul le s s on in our pr-es-

ent si tuation. ln  1 91 4 , when we I cele br i:.ite <i the one-hun<ira ,.ith an-

11iversary o .P the independ.ence o .,. Norw y, .. �e--t be aut!  "'Ul and. Pi.n.e• 

c o  Gpicuous Peature o�  • the program w s �he 

collecting an(! s endinP.: 1rr.oney a.a  Q rnerr.orial ai 4:'t to Olrl  Norway. " A  

million cl.oll�ra" was s ut5r;e s ted by �n enthusiast be .-.ore any oc:iy e se  

h acl thoueht o�  such a thing. At. -Pirst hi s s ugge stion wus rii"liculec3.. 

Next  in order came cU scus sion, lln<i ""in1'lly the plan was ut 111 oper t1 . 

Ju�some way or • other i t  r!ir! not Pire the mind.a o .,. the ma.s ses? Nor

wa�T we.a not in neecJ. o .P chari ty. We could mak e  be •� ter use o
.P our 

money at home. l t. w/ was a s heme to qe :. the V Order o "" St. OlaP "or 

some afubitious lea�er. A �ew hero nq the re wa were very enthuai-

astic, but the m•uaes  emELinee(! precti cally indi 4" ""e rent 1)./.J .o ' /r 

'.L:ha:rt h11ppene<i a 11  t tle o� p.o ove r  ten years a0o. At that till'e 

the No.rse-Am e ricans surely owne<i a corobine<i weal th o .P a Pew thou-

s &nfi million dollara. A somewha.t live anEt genera canvas s  woulcl 

brou ht a milli on dollars. fhi s  as sertion canno t be proved 

by ac tual .Pieure s,  o �  course. l1ut l propose �o convince  the reacter 



e1r:----v-=::c::----------..-�-----� 
£he pre sident o �  your organi z •tion . wi ll no rJ.oubt remembe r 

that he was ask ed to speak at a me e tin1 c alle� Po r the purpose o�  

makin3 a thoro c anv a s s  o
p a ce r� ain  � in�  di striet  

spoke. He  convinc eQ. fne re- mu .aot  much via1 • e .I'he meeti rz was not  

what rrii�h t be e allect enthusiasti c. "'"3u t seve rnl o P tho s e  p re sent 

c ame the r� & wi th a will to do somethin3. rhe re wa s onl y  a. sp rinkl l n �  

o 4'' n No rserre n  in the ,u strict  - pe rhlips one - Pi Pth o "  "';.he re si rJ.e'1 ts . 

P e rh a.p s f'ort,y" No rs e  f'smilies  b own eti their home s ,  but 'l. S  f'a r as  

known ,  not  &. single one o �  them was wha.t 1ni ght be  cal l ed. we  Ill thy. 

The rl.i stri ct  was <iivid.efl up eeogr&phi c&l l y  among s o  many c "lnvas sers, 

me.king the j ob an e a s y  

m11�e a con tri buti on. 

one. PrQ.cti call.y ev ry pe rson a.pp roache<t 

,J20 0 .  Now, ':.hi s  was a mocte s "'t.  e sum; but � 

'..ha'.. i r the o the r no rse-Arr eri c "n s  h ll<i given t\S much in p roporti on to 

thei r means, 11Mincte/2aven" woulrt h11ve run up into the roillions . 

Dr� � I! . G .  Stub h�n<ied the �i P t to the prope r parties  in Nor-

"Di dn ' t /OU. -f"e el che lap when the gi f>t tu rr1J <i ou 4
., to be s o  ame.11? " 

We ll,  I 11m :lEl.<i , he .Pel t  tha � way. Neve r �o r a. rnor,e t h11ve 1 

" Hu:m anr.ten" was still too a t.ron r; 1. n  us in 1 91 4. We we re not able to ate 

that  8. ei 40t o
.P e. million to N o rway woulct h ELve be en " rti rt cheap "  es  

a busine s s  propoei  tion pure llnd simple�/ l n  t.ha.'.:. caae the newsp !lpers cf 

the en ti re wo rl cl would. h &ve given us  c redi t  f'or &hawi ng a " .pine 

apiri t.. 11• Our neighbors  wo uld h11ve a rim�i reri  our 1enerosi ty and " be c ome 

more di apoae <i to eive ua a a ,1uar�r1e al . N o r·aemen all _,; over the 

wo rl r.i wou.l ci 1:ave bene .Pi te ,1 out o .P all prop o .rti on to the limount. 
f 

gi vel'l away. 
Rut. we , the ,,1vera , woul <"t h 8.ve been the •�re ll.4.:.e st bene -i-, 

in e. cli -P�erent way : To  our riyin •,; <1.e..1 1 t woul •l h llve ,rlven us j o y 

t.o think o • the p:i �t, f\nci even our chil<iren an ci ch i lqren ' s <"'hilrtren 

woul 1i h av e  spoken o �  i t  wi th innocen "'.. p ritle anrl h�rml e s s  • .,.lee . l n  

short,  i t  woul ci h 1we been s ome�hin e;  i n  the na. ture o f' a hles sinc -

An d the people in 4:-he olet <'OUntry? R y  the tri f'.l, o -P i:i. mi ll ion 

o r  two we had the chance o�  a�es to ti e them '.:.o ua wi th stron�e r 

bonrte o -i- l ove an1 thank Pulne s s. An <i wh at in all the wo rltt i s  he� .t.:.e!' 
a.mon.3  bro t.hera? 



Thi •  little  s tunt or p ast  hia to1·y 1 i s g ven as an encouraement an• 
aa a warning: as an en couragement by an at tempt to prove w at 

might have �one in 191 4 ;  as a warning again st  making ano the r 

t"i zzle  on a national scale. 

No w I •eem to hear 1ome one say: W•ll, but "Mindegaven" and 
l 

that � expe±ence - what ean we learn �rom them in the p re aent ■itu-

at.1on? In 1'1(25  there will be no subs crip tion .,.o r a national gi f't . 

· 1 k B t "Mi ..ae a e " was a t.oken o .P noble 
No/ not. as .far as now. . ,u n"l  g v n 

wi she• and j oyous �e elings o�  one group o .P pc-= ,ople  towar·cl.s a kind.red 

gro.up. "Mind.egaven" was intended a s  a uni t.e d expres sion o .P lo�ty,  

mul ti tudinous ■entiment ■  of' large numbe rs, and that  p arti cul ar �orm 

was agreed upon as the moat  auitable• 

-e are pl anning on expre s sing lo:et.y sentimm t a  o ..,,. 

No w, t.oo, .. 

h 11 ..ao well to study the le ? son 
l arge numbera, an<l on that  a core we • a �· 

O therwise  the Lentenni al (\el bration is di -P.Perent,  a.nd 
o .r I ,1 4• � 

much more comprehensive. Now, as then, we shall honor Ol d No rway and 

11 +his �e ature o�  • 
pr t ..... _ ... ut quite na.tura Y ,  " 

he r p eople,
1 

p as t  and ��sen • ' •J 

deliber�tely choose  to atay her4e as 
the p ro gram • come what may, we . ( 

1 

l on as p eopl e  1tay in A._�e ri ca. As eum9ng  th•t my ini ti al staement is  

corre ct, we now make a •��aight dig �o r the core o� the mat ter: 

ln our e +>f.'ort1 to le make our ot"..Pap ring happy, will the resul ta  

o .P the Cent.enni &l. Ceml ebration corre spond to tha labo r ann money ex

p ended? 
'!'hi s i s  the que s tion I o propo se to anawe·r, an <i then I am 

thru. 
l t  alme t  mak es me blush to think o P our general atanding amon g  

our !ellow citi zens. W y,  a NO rae name aeema to e almost a charm " 

- o ap e ci ally a�ter the Gr·eat War·. 

dance and. "
'R'

oundle s s  poa sibilit.iea "  

Now, in  a f country o.P superabun-

like ours,  what doe s  thi s 
do to "--mate ua and. our· chil dren 'p a happy-? 

In the �irst  place it  makes  it  so much e a sier  to get work. Th at 
mean s  so muca easier to make money - there is money in it �rom the · 
very start. 

Bu t what l • Wi sh to make tt'-lear i a  that 
-Par more valuable t.h an ,mon ey in . th e 

we ge t aomethin a  0 

good-will o .P our .!'ellow ci ti z 1·ens. 



Thi a fillet may be broulj. • out mo s :.  a ti••ikirg ly  by e c o�u. . 
a group o�  p oople  in Ameri c a  an1 s ome other countlries  who di stin-
gui sh themselves  hy being the mos t  grasping o� tae race s 0 .p the 
earth. And they suc ceed beyond othe rs in making money. · But the seamy 

■ide o
p their sua c e s s  i s  that they are sin gle• out an d  ni cknamed and 

hate  ld whereyer th ey go. Few N o raemen in4eeq  woul d exchange p oai-

tion s  with tho se people, -':'a.moue tho th ey be +'"o r their weal th . I ven tu.e 

to s ay that in our country the con -Pi clenee anri good.- \Vill o ✓
-· our Pel-

low ci t,i zea s coa s ti tute a very / es sea ti al part o -"' our happine s s . 

so ..PfU' 1 t i s  1I1aialy our anc e stors  Who have put us  in thi s for

tun ate p o si tion - their integrity and �ai roes s and truatworthine s s . 

The only way to k eep thi s  ey envi able  vantage ground i s  to �01-

low in thei r �ootstep s  in all e s sential s o� l i �e , Will the ri sing gen-

eration o:"!" N or-1 e-Americ11ns d.o thi s? 

Th at must, o� courae,  be lef.'t to their ch oi ce. But �or their 

own bene �i t they should be encouraged to d.o 110. An d r::. ght � t  thi 

point the cent.enni al Celebration may be ma.d.e a most  power -Pu.l in-9 

V'l.A spi ration to th e ri sing generati on o� N orse-Ameri c an s. 

Ye s, i t  may be mad such an inspi rati on. But the celebration i s  

a very great undertaking, and i t  will not b P  a succe s s  unles s th ou

sands o
P people  make re asonable 'e �· .,.rotci in beh al .,,. o

.P the cause. 

Succas e  ma an s  that on the one hand 1 t will teach our own �roup to 

app re ci at,e and 1.rl'. 11 1 te:t.e the ..-irtuea o f  our !.'ore be ars,  cind on the 

other h and  convin ce o ther  Ame ri c ans  by a mas s  o
p hi st ori c al �act s 

that we are good and true and worthy �ellow citi zens. 

Th i s  l att.er point ahould be st�e s sed an i:i somewhat ampli:'"ied. We 

must  o .f cour·ae avoi d even a smattering o �  bo as ting - we si.mPlY tr;;7 

t,o bring out the unvarni she d hi ato rieal 9act a and let  them sp eak 

£o r us. 1 9 we a• to get l asting happines s  out 0 ¥ the celebration 

s uch happines s  must come l argely be cause  our �ellow ci tizen s are 

happy to have us  as nei ghbors  11nct as an integral part  o � the Ameri can 

people. 
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good, long wo rking day. H arii· wo rk,  too, -
hundred years  is  8, 

Po r  m.os '.10 � us. .Jo n ' t you thin1t we are enti tled to a eener 1 holi da.Y? 

Don your bat  sui t  a.nd t ak e  a -Pew day s o "'� Mo at o �  you . 



I )  
will  be agre e ably ausp ri aed 

'-Q._ 
to aee Wh at a big, bUn ch we are . 

Ab aolutely, i t will be your only h h e n c &n ee to aee m any men who 
are worth h e a ring and aeeing. 

Bu t wh at i a  atill more important : You will �ind tha t  tho se plain 
,fC•armera and Pactory h an cia and. s to rek eepers  anci l abore rs have le�t a 
re cord. o .P Whi ch anybody m�y j ustly be proud, I t  will do yoursel� 

goo d  to think o .,,. i t  an rt to tell you r children and grantt- chilttren 

about .L t. 
But please, don ' t put o �� everythin3 until you ar �e rea1y to �� -

'rh e commi ttee h a s  a bi g, h ar'd j ob on i t s  .han ds. Wat ch the ommi ttee, 

and. i "" you arcte ask ed to l encl a helping h an d, do it p romp tly , cheesr-

4ully. '£h at i s  th e only way to make  th e Celebration the auc c e s s that 

1 t ought to be. 
Wh en we come to a point l ike thia ,  we .Pe el as  tho we are le  

li�ted up, way up. We h ave an inkling that e we are helping to 

build something f'or the centurie s. I n  the ve ry ai r around us therle 

seem s  to be a sort o P solemni ty. � 
In  one way we ve come so sm�l l, 

in another way we �e el t.h 11.t we �e el that e we ah11re in the aerpon

,a,Q,- ai bili ty f'or the we al o r  wo e o .,.. generation s to come. ·rh i a  -Pe eling 

shouJ. cl  not be tri Pl eci  wi th. On ly  good men and women can have auch 

�eelinga. L e t  them h ave th ei r we.y. They make yqu atronge r Por tl9-

f.'rays o
P the +u.ture. 

Pe rha.p s I ought to a top here, :Por I h ave nothing new to a ay . 

But 1 t atri'uck me that t.o aome o .P my readera the inducement s  o
.P

-
, 

. Pered by ma to atten d th e celebrati on may not se em de�inite enou3h : 

On the one h and ther� are no P1elqa o
P golclen gr ain, no barns shel 

tering v aluabl e  s �o ck, n o  gil t- edgef.3 <i sec . uri rtie s i.j n -Pi re-proo f' 

v aultq; anr.l on th e o ther ha.nrt no gl imp ae o
.P the way leading to the 

t,hron e of' Go d. 
'rhe peraormel o +> the commit tee is absolute guarantee th at the el: 

ebr ation, be i t  a succe s s  or a -Pailure, will en courage onl y wh at ten� -

�o mak e  peopl e  happier  in any wo rld, vi s ible o r  invi ai bl e . l'o make 1 t 

s till more pl ain wh &t 1 me an I ahal l  close  by applying to our Cent en-

ni al Cenlebration what  P 6ul wrote to the Ph ilippi an s ,  be cause  it i s  

so p at, s o  mode st,  s o  be auti Pul, and s o  ove rl aatinel Y up- to-nate : 



" Wh a.t,aoeve 1: thinga are  true ., wh at soever things are honest,  wh at so

ever . thiogs ae j ust., wh atsoever things are pure., wh at soever things 

are lovi y ., whataoaver  things ae o P good report; i P there  l be any 

v i rtue., and i f  thera be any p rai se ., think on these thinga . " 
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