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"0d CELE3RATING

the one-hundredth asmivarsary
o Norweglan lmmigration
A sound, well bélauced man vho 1s & 4rue child o® our times and
0¥ our ‘éhristian civilization will think more o“ his wi”e and

children than o* anythin%in hlE Werld, mef evai SucapLedRis
ownn 11 "e.

In oiher words, his chlie f &im 1s 40 make his nearest o® kin
as happy as possible.

Other races, such as the Chinese, for instarce, make this aim ®
more comprehensive ‘han we do: They take rreat pains %o meke hoth
their ance stors and thelr descen<dants happy.

We are dri®tingz away from the habl®t o” caring ®or those who
have passed away, For heiter or worse, ‘hings invisible are slowly
losing ground among us. One very praizical result o” 4his chanze 1s
that there 1is more time an+d energy {;“b for 1lookimg out for the
future, Never be”ade l1n the hilistory o€ man have <he masses been soO
bent on 1g;king the past and trylng to bulild a happler *uture on
this earth,

In this respect we Norse-Americans 4o not dil"fer materielly from
contemporaries spruag from other na‘ional sources.

ln *ac%, thousands upom t‘housamnds 0% Norse-Americsas are im our
country today as a result o® their pareats, gr and-pareats, or .
great-grand-parents having emigrated 40 a land where the X burdens o”

1i”e were expected to rress less heavily on thelir childrem, chil-

dren's children, and so on. J/
For years my “ather was hesiiritinzg whether to zo o\r not.

When the die *finally was cast, some ome ‘hought 1t was stirange that
he would emigrate, for he was getiing alomg much hetter than ‘he av-
erage 1n that neighborhood. His explanatlom w39y was char-cterlstic
"Wren the childen zet big they will go anyway." e was wise ernough %0
see tha! on the‘{_one hand 14 would 'be easier “or us as children

than as \\ grown people Lo "Vezln li7e's battle 1nm a forelgn people
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using a tonrue <“hat we did nol understand; and that,\xd on the other
hand, both he and mother, who were pas%t ‘he prime o 1l1fe, would
®lnd 1t di‘ﬁicult or even paln®ul to adjust thesmselves to the new
conditioqﬂa. But they were wllling to make the‘/ sacrifice “or the eele™
sake o usL’. 1 wish Yo emphasize *this thousght: 1 %think my parents by
coming to Americ%made a sacri®ice ®"or the sake 0% itheir children.
Now, & 11ltile strinzg o reasoning may help the reader Lo see our

way more clearly. As far as 1 edn see, there 1s no solid ground for

supposing that, upon the whole, the lmmediate ances‘ors o *%he pres-
ent generatlion o® Norse-Americans were lese devoted to their o*®spring
then my parernts were. Moreover, as a Christien 1 eagerly and impet-
uously put,\hé "¢the bes* constructiom” o0a the motives o” our Norse
immV'immigrants with regard %o thelr descesndants. 1n order ‘o make
the whole situation clear and <o avold the possible charge o* belng
blased Im ®avar of my particular race, 1 also wish to take one more
gtep 1m this direction: As 1 do no‘ iry %o put mg own pareats abogd—
other'\_Norse immigrants with regard Lo devotlon 4o their o”fsprring,

g

in 4he same manner do 1 want %40 say thag,\gnd even make 1% as em-

phatic as possible, tha4t on this score no a4‘tempt should be made tq

place my race above other races, no matiter whe * thelr birth, color,

or creed may he, 1
The ®lrst statement made above may have seemed sitartling *

many readers. 3riefly 1t is this:

The chio"ﬂk” alm o0°® ordinary Norse-American men and women
is to make their children, graad-children, etc. as happy =8 possible.
1t 18 to be “eared that tens of thousands fall below ‘hils standard.

On tne other haend 1 am personrnally acjualnted with not a *few whose
sympathies ar%so broad that, without repard to kinship, they ex-

“end a helping hand where 1% seems <o be mos%t needed, 3utl 1In treat-
ing a '?m large group, such as a whole na‘;fﬁality, for 1a-
stance, neltker supé;/normals nor sub-normals, but the average man and
woman must‘g he used as a hasis, 1t may be well to drew the lines
st11l more clearly, so ‘hat every intelligcent reader may know ex-

actly whatis meant: This discussion 18 intended to re®er ‘o the great

majority 0 married American men and women OF Norse exiraction;
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for 1m braim and brawn, in4eligion anq polliies, 1w moral worth and
financial standimg they are the great backbone oF Norsecdom im Americas
Now, assuming that our maim terrestrial aim is to make our q"-.
spring happy, we may anaturally ask: How ean we make +hem happy?
Here my readers will be sure to disagree. Happiness 1s so much
like the rainbow, it is so wonderfully elusive; and the st ndards used

ia testing 1t are so various, even to the extent o® categorical con-

tradiction,
Nelther my perso®al inclination nor my knowledge o" hisitory ur-

ges meé %0 demounce my contemporaries as typical mammon worshipers.
3ut in view o® the ®fact that we are S0 much beiter in ormed 4than
our forefathers it i1s rather discouraging to be compelled to admit
that so many good people o*® our day surely overestimate the ability
of riches to ma%e people happy. Even sincerg,gbeigiisnﬁ devout Chris-
tians will ca‘ch themselves again and again in judging a man's stand-
ing by the amount o*® wealth whigihe * controls.

those who induced me to write these lines did not 48k for a
gsermon, But 1 am araid ] have %to 1nject a l.ttlf. quasi-sermoni-
zing 1n order to drive my arguments home,

Iou may pralse or blame our age all you please. 3ut at this mo-
ment there 1s less ground for fear of want 1in the wide world <+han
at any period in times past, Man's burdens of 1i"e have never heen
80 light as today  fo be more poetical than exact: We are stﬁll grop-
ing in the shadow o” the sillies*, costllest, bloodiest, dead-
liest o% all wars. But 1n parading the ra ces and nations and trihes
of the world before my mind's eye 1 esannot detect a single communi-
ty where food 1is so ;/}carce that a slngzle one of 1ts inhahitants
need starve. "deverend" 7Thomanzz Thomas &. Malthus sent & fhock
thru the minds o® the politieal economiste o0° hls day by making ou?
that population increases Faster than the food supply, so that
hunger, pestllence, war, crime, etc. only ségve as natural correctives
But % aXing the world as a whole, Malthusienism is a iélu {QP: Por a
time it served as a sort of halm for +the conacienZ; oé%%lﬁt;;?;cy.

3ut in our day the pompous specter of Malthus brings ni dread to the

Man'g

well in®ormed student:

training a +
. nd °Qu19m9n~ for doing thinss
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are mak?nd auch headway all over the world Lhat the main que” stion
is noi: HoOW can we produce enough? § But 1t is rather +his: How
can ve make use o* what * we produce?

L0g many o€ us labor under a misundersianding with recard %o 4his
matter, We are so eager to a'dd dollar %o dollar, field to *ield, -how—
house %o house, 80 anxious to save up something "®or a rainy day,"
that we lose sight o® the essentials of human.li®e. We dwar® our own
minds and'sta;ve our own soulf. But that is not the we5 wors*t o* 1t.

We stiruggle g0 hard m&&*a&g;&a mainly piling up thinse for our chil-

iren that we neete neglect the children themselves. Are not the very

rich more apt than are people 0° modera‘e means %<0 have worthless
children? Show me a notorious spendthri®t, point to a wholesale pols-
oner o0f the minds 0*® our youth, and\f shall be very apt to point to a
father who was 80 busy making money that ﬁis son had a glorious
opportunity to go to seed,

Yau may retort that mdmn millionsuktof American fathers have
to toil all day in the shop so they have no time Pfor training their

children. I, this 1t may be isaid that 1imited means, no% 1o say

0
poveriy, genertll& c0mos<$;§ blessingz i;disguise by compellling the
youngsters to take up some line 0 use®ul work, and use®ul work 1is
rortal man's boss school-imaster.

But what am 1 driving at?Y VWhat cdoes all this moralizing mean?

tha't remains to %e seen. But we shall have %to move gep by step "
in order that you may be sure that we are cn the right ra\gk. We // kﬁ/b,ﬁ,

'nd _
ae trying to ge%t to the ﬂéntonnial ¢elebration. But{i is a brand.& wS Y <
c/

‘._v

noﬁx§h}?i#}pt?gu ang/qzrgnd everybody else. We have no experience in 5
celebratinp«a holiday of this kind., T[he members o® the commiitee

are very able men, and the iﬁgenuity already shown by them bodas well

for the fesi. But they wish to have others to make sugzestions. [hey

are not so stuck on their own superior wisdom that <they 1cnore the

opinions of otheres.lhe very *®act that they propose to spend hundreds

of dollars on those who write %‘hese contributions seems to show that

they ’él the need o” help. You may he sure that they don't spend tha*

money just for the fun of 1t. Aa*- And 1® they, who are devotins so

mueh hard, serious thinking to <the celebration in order to make 1t

& success, you and 1 certainly neeqd nou only gli¢»erinw genéralities"

Tm———
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but hard kno?ks that bring new tkoughts snd reveal new vistas be “ore

— [==

our mind's eye.
At ®p first though*, many a sensible, cool-headed, ma‘tter-o*-
fact Norse-Ameican sald ‘o himsel®. Why make 80 much fuss about lhat dy/

Cleng Person and his \}oop ‘olks? lhey happened o come a ®“ew years
‘ ~

I
AE!
since his day Americea has recelved thoussmnds o® MNorsemen superior

i |
be*ore the rest o* us. Pg@on }\himSQIF was no exiraordinary man -

to ci;pw Person ik many ways.

1t 1s exactlytiia ¥ kind o” reasoninz tha%t we have %o re ~urte ¥
in=orderte 1in a convinecing manner, or else we are in danger o® be-
ing treated to a disappointiment. To horrow a hackneyed slocan €rom
American polities: 1t 18 general apathy that we are up against.

1t takes time for our people to grasp *‘hings o* such magniiude
as this celebration; and 1© ‘hey ©ail ‘o grasp ‘he magnitude o® 1%,
they will surely €all to support it wa with the enthusiasm that ' “‘f/

KEEX generosifty that 1t sure/deserves.

it has been poingeﬁ‘out that we have had no experlence 1n cele-

1, ¥

bratinz a holiday‘%f—ihis_iind.' 3u% fortunately our past history “ur-
nishes an incident which may serve as a useful lesson in our bﬁ’pr@s—
ent situation. 1n 1914, when we g'celebrated the one-hundredth an-

b 4

nilversary o® the independence o” Norway, tke=pei beauil”ul and woet

coneplicuous Ffeature oﬁﬁ&hﬂ-ugﬁg!gggggn::ps the program was the

collecting and sendingjmoney as & memorial «ift to 014 Norway. "A

million dollars" was suggested by an enthusiast be”ore anyhody else

had thought o*® such a thing. At “irst hls suggestion was ridiculed.

Nexg in order came discussion, and ®inally the plan was put in oﬁerntia:t-

Bue*;ome way or*# other 14 did not *ire <‘he minds o* the masees;'Nor-

way wa 8 not in need o® charity, We could make be.‘ier use o*® our

money &% home, lt“w/'was a scheme <o get ithe V’Order o® St. Ola® *®or

some ambhitious leader. A 'ew‘hﬂphere and there wa were very enthusi- "

astic, but the masses emaineed practically indi“ferenty al lo uﬂvﬁé/gffeﬂﬂw\.
fhaft happened a 1li¢tle ofExo over ten years agzo, At that time

the Norse-Americans surely owned a combined wealth o a few thou-

sand million dollars. A somewhat live and general canvass would

have =" brought a million dollars. LIhis assertion canno‘ we proved

by acbual ®igures, o course. 3ut 1 ~propoge to convinece the reader
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anyway, [he president o* your oéganizution will no doubt remember
tﬁat he was asked to speak at a meetingz called for ‘he purpose o*
making a thoro caavass 0° a cert aln :xting dintriet; He came. He
spoke., Fe convinced. ikere-was.aot gquch visi®le [he meeilrns was no*
what might be ealled enthusiastic. “But several o* ‘hose present
canme vher<e with a will 4o do something. L[here was only a sprinkling
(o) prorsenen in the district - perhaps one-*1®Lh o0* “he residens.
Perhaps ®ority Norse ®smilles ke ownﬁéed their homes, bu%® as “ar as
knovn, not & single one of them was what inight be called wealtihy.

sht
lhe disgirict was divide%d up geographically among so many canvassers,
maklng the job an easy £ one. Practically eﬂ;ry person approached
made a coniribution. L[he zoal was $200, and the amount raised was 3@
¢200. Now, “his was a modes%t e sum; but %fg;%? 1% 1s sa®e %o say
“ha% 17 the other Norse-Armericans had giQeégé; m;ch in proportion %o
their means, ”Mindehéaven" would have run up into “he millions.

Dr, & H. G. 3tub handed the 71°%{ ‘o the proper partles in Nor-

wl., .
"Didn't you ®eel cheap when the gi®t ‘ured ou% %o be so small?"

"No, it was a ®ine gift." i

Well, 1 am glad.he *®elt tha: way. Never *or a mOmeﬁ: have 1
swerved from the ®eeling thai"Mindegaven" was a magni“icent “lzzle.
"Hu;manden" was 84111 {00 sirons in us in 1914. We were not able %40 se
“hat a gi®t of” a million to Norway w?uld have been "dirt{ cheap" as
a business proposglition pure and eimplgv/ In that case ‘he newspapers &
the entire world would have given us ecredit for showing a "“ine spiri
spirit."™ Our nelghbors would have admdired our gzenerosiiy and become

more disposed %o give us a sjuarefdeal. Norsemen all ov— over X the

world would havewpene’ te@ﬂ out o” all proporition to the smount
- v
’ 3 (7 4
glven away, ' »
But we, the ~ivers, would have heen the ~sreates*t hene*®ietords; and

in & di®feren%t way/ ¢ To our dyins day 14 would have «lven us Joy
Lo think o* the -gi't, and even our children and children's children
would have spoken o” it with innocen+4 pride and harmless wlee. 1n
short, 1% would have been something 1n the nature o€ a bfeseing.

And the people in the old country? By the iri® P o* a million
or Ywo we had the chance o® ages to +tle them ¢o us wiih stronger

bonds of love and thank “ulness. And what in all the world is he‘ter
amons brothers?
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This 1little stunt of past history 18 given as an encouraement ana

as & warning: as an encouragement by an atiempt to prove what
might have done in I914; as a warninz against making another
f1z21e on a national scale.

Now I seem to hear some oﬁe say: Well, but "Mindegaven" and
that e¢ expetence - what ean we learn *rom them in the present situ-
ation? In l%25 there will be no subscription for a national gift.

N%,not'as far as 1 know. But "Mindegaven" was a token of noble
wishes and Jjoyous feelings of one group o° pcéople towards a kindred
graup, "Mindegaven" was intended as a united expression o* lofty,

multitudinous sentiments of large numbers, and that particuler form

was agreed upon as the most sultable.
Now, toac, we are planning on exprecsing lofty sentimen ts 0OF
large numbers, and on +ha% score we shall do well to study the lecson

o114 Otherwise the Eentennill heibration 18 di~*ferent, and
.‘( % ;

d
nuch more eomprehensive. NoW, as then, We shall honor 01d Norway &n

it 2
her people, pasti and/!rosentu But quite naturally, this “eature O
’ g A4 3 s ;
{ R L3S

\ r4e as
the prOgrﬁm come what may, Wwe deliberately choose 1o stay he *
*f ."\_ &

long as people stay in A,erica, Assum9ng that my initial stacgent is
correct, we now make a steaight dig for the core of the matter:

In our e~“forts to ¥ make our offgpring happy, will the results
o® the Centennial Cemlebration correspond to the 1lebor and money ex-

pended?
This ie the question I r¥o propose to answer, and then 1 am

thru,
Lt almet makes me blush to think of our general standing among

our fellow eciltizens, W;y, a Norse name seems to be almost a charm
- especlally after the Great War. Now, in a f country o® superabun-
dance and "woundless possibilities”

like ourse, what does this
do to.,\mlke us n» and our children ‘pd happy?

In the ”iret place it makes it 80 mueh easier to get work. That
means 80 much easier to make money - there is

money 1in it from the
very start,

But what 1 8 wigh to make e’ "lear is that

Wwe get something
Far more valuable than money in the

g00d-will o* our fellow eitiz:ens.
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This fact may be brougt out mos: 8t:ikirgly by e corket. We have

8 group o* people in Ameriea and some o%her countiries who distin-
gulsh themselves by being the most grasping of the raees o the
earth. And they succesd beyond others in making money. But the seamy
gide o*° thpir success 1s that they are singled out and nieknamed and
hategd.wherever they go. Few Norsemen indeed would exchange posi-
tions.with those people, Pamous *ho they be ©or their wealth. 1 ventum*
to say that in our eountry the con®lidence and good-will o“ our fel- .
low citizens constitute a very 8/ essential part o® our happiness.

So ®ar 1t is mainly our ancestors who have put us in this Pfor-
tunate position - their integrity and fairness and trustworthiness.
ihe only way %o keep this ev enviable vantage ground i1is to *ol-
low in thelr ®ootsteps 1in all essentials o* li’e:Will the rising gen-
eratlon o® Norse-Americans 4o this?

That must, of course, be 1le®t to their choice. But ®or +their
own bene®it they should be encouraged to do so. And right =t thi
point the Centennial (Celebration may be made a most power”ul in9
spiration to the rising generation of Norse-Americans.

Yes, it may be mad such an inspiration. But the eelebration 1s
a very great undertaking, and 1t will not be a s8uccess unless thou-
sands O0® people make reasonable é;ﬂznotd in behal® o® the cause.
Success means that on the one hand 1t will teaeh our own group to
appreciate and iﬂ’imitate the virtues of our Porebears, and on the
other hand convince other Amerieans by a mass 0® historieal *acts
that we are good and true and worthy fellow citizens.

This latter point should be steessed and somewhat ampli®ied, We
nust of course avoid even a smattering o® boasilng - we simply try
%o bring out the unvarnished historieal *facts and let them speak
for us, 1°* we aé to get 1lasting happiness out o*® the celebration
such happiness must come largely because our fellow cltizens are
happy %o have us as neighbors and as an integral part o” the American

people,_
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will be agresably susprised +o see what a blg, “ine vpunch we are

Absolutely, 1t will be your only chn chance to gee many men who
are worth hearing and seeing.

But what is 8%111 more important: You will find that those plain
“armers and *actory hands and storekeepers and laborers have le®% a
Tecord of ?JWhich anybody may justly be proud, It will do yourselr

good to think o® it and %o teil your children and grand-children

about 1%,
But please, don't put o°® everything until you ar.e ready to go.

lhe committee has a blg, hard job on its hands. Waitch the e¢ommittes,
and 1f you arﬁe agsked to lend a helping hand, do it promptly, cheeer-
fully. That 18 the only way %to make the Celebration the success that

v ought vo be. .
When we come to a point like this, we ®eel as tho we are le

lifted up, way up, We have an inkling that e we are helping to

build something for the centuries. In the very alr around us ther#@

'3
< /

seems to be a sort o”® solemnity. ¢
. In one way we ‘vecome so small,
in another way we *®eel that we ®eel that-e-we share in the serpon-.
#co 81bllity for the weal or woe of pgenerations Lo come. This feeling
should not be +trifled with, Only good men and women can have such

feelings. Let them have their way. They make you sironger for t '

frays o® the future,
Perhaps 1 ought to stop here, for 1 have nothing new to say.

But 1t str}uck me 4that to some o® my readers the inducements 0°-
Pered by Qe to attend the eelebrailon may not se em definite enough:
On the one hand there are no “lelds o” golden grain, no barns shel-
tering valuable s%ioeck, no gilt-edgeed seciuriﬁties ijn ®fire-proo®
vaultq; and on the other hand no glimpse o the way leading %o the

throne of God. !
The personnel o the committee 1s absolute guarantee that the Rek

ebration, be it a success or a *fallure, will encourage only what tend .
%0 make people happier in any world, visible or invisible. iO make 1%
8t11]1 more plain what 1 mean 1 shall close by applying to our Centen-
nial Cenlebration what Paul wrote 4o the Philipplans, because it 1is

80 pat, so modeet, 80 beautl“ul, and so everlastingly up-%to-date:






