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The first entry in Relvaag's diary on
leaving for America--

July 29. . . It is done; it is done. I have
left home. If I had had but a faint notion of how
hard it would be to leave Mother, I probably
would not have decided to go. And not only
Mother--all, all, The girl I love dearly is left
behind. I thought for a time that my heart would
break or that I would go mad. Nothing of the
kind happened, of course, but I still feel close
to the verge of despair.

And now I am going out into the world to seek
my fortune, my happiness. I will not find it. I
do not think so. How can there be any happiness
anywhere in the world except where the girl of
my choice lives ? I call her mine, but I am not
certain that she is. She is coy; she is coquettish.
At any rate she was mine before Ileft. How many
times did she not tell me that I am her only love!
I hope it will soon be apparent whether she is to
be faithful to me or not. If I hear that she is not
faithful, I am afraid I shall do something very
bad. I only hope that God Who rules everywhere
and governs all things may hold His protecting
hand over me, poor and miserable creature that
I am.
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