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Amerios untili 1478, the yeur Columbus went to Ivelinds fThey ceme to
Amorios siso during the Jolomial Peried, 48 in the Ssse of Jeme Munk, whe, under
Panish oolows, tried to discever (he Northwest Passuge, whieh later, in 1912, was
eventuslly dissuvered by snether Sorwegiun, fAoald joundsen, the discoversr of the
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South Fole; and, as in the case of iuneken Hendricke, who owmed Wall Street,
¥aw York, and sarrvied Ju A+ Vanderbilt, the asosstor of the Venderbilts, reb. 6,
: #loop "Restorationen®, often oalled ths Norwoglan
"Keyfiower?, is important bedause it merks the beginning of the modern tide of
lomigration from Horvevay to Americs. During the cetury, 1028-1945, approxime
760,000 Worweglans have oGme to this land, and Herwsy has, s the United States
Imnigration Gommission notes inm its report, giving a survey of Lmigration from
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the United “tates and Jameds snd even Noresy itself. New York, Chisage snd
Seattle wore some of the largwr clities that put on elaborate festivals. Xemdall,
Orioans 00, He Yoo bedng the riret afd oldest settloment of the Sloopers, had
oslebration, and Ottaws, lLadalle Uos, Ills, had o Nomeousing of the floopers.
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in 100 years not ome of thewm is ] : or

by publio sharity. 4t the 4 Jalle Yomeueming & Hoolety of Hloopers wes Orgahised,
with the objJeot of writing the history and preserving soue of the procious heritage
of the Jloopers ax & group snd esoh faslly theredf in particulars

The initiative for the Yt. Paul centennial selebration was taken Wy &
dolegate sunveution of the Forwegion "bygdelugs”, scoieties of & svolsl snd
pisterioul chumdter, eash "lag” vepresenting the immigrants from somo “"bygd", or
distriot, in Norway, snd their desoendants of imerican birth, 4 Oentral Committee
was sppointed, with pesenj to Organise and cerry cut plans for s natiomal
golebration, 7The president uf this Ooemittes was Gisle Buthue; the vise presidonts,
He T Moom snd 4e Oo Ploan; the seoretary, J« A+ Wolvik; the treasurer, Trygve Ousg
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the somnsel, 4. Usland; the sausgiog divestor, O H. Holatsde & number of “M
counittess wore sppointed, suoh asy Prooeam, with B B Borgesen ss chalmmang Budget,
with Jes. Go Norky as chairmuny Vinanoe, with Be O« (Remus od cholpmang Transportas
tien, with O Ps Be Jaooboon s chaimmang Uxbibits, with mut @jerset ue chalrmang
Vomen's Suxiliary, with Wliss Pe Parseth ss chalvuwan, ot0s A mumber of state end
oounty committoes was wlso orgenised, with o working membership of about 4000 exports.
A four days® progrem was prepared and au exposition showing the “aterial snd culturel
progress of the Dorweglans during the yesrs 16081928 Uhe exhibits took on the di-
memsions of & state fuip, and, in some respects, oven o nationsl or world's fuir, and
inoluded objects, models, plotures, drawings, statisticsl tables, oharts, maps, relics
and works of art snd solemce. The life of the Norweglans in thelr homes, shuroh

1ife, vducationsl work, industries, sports, sharities, misgsions, public and profess~
iomal service, wae ploturege The many institutions which they have builty the

gront mem and wonen they have resred; their contribautions to wusis, painting, m
literature, Journulism, enginesring, architesture, wosen's arts and erefts, snd &
mﬂmowtm,mnt forth in this exposition. And, an t0 the
program, there wers foir gels days with the groatest variety of oratiomns, semens,
songs, instrumental musis, athletic sontests, feasting and sesial inter—eourse, never
to be forgotten by those in attendunce. The attendsuoe was about 260,000 on the
last three days. No recond was kept Of tho attendanoe the first duy, st whish the 4<(,
“lags®” held 4% couventionse Fhe vast orowds were as orderly s at chursh-there was

ust oue arrest, not one drunis

The state of Mimnmesota, s we vther states, gave the celebration
offioial recognition. Gix of the uors, by the way, were of Norwegian birth
or desoent and took part in the program; alse four of sur Ue S sengtors aud eleven
oongresumen were of Norweglan stocks They were theres And many othor dimmitaricee
illustrious represontatives from Norwuy, loeland, Cannda snd the United “tates.
Qungress had suthorized the lssulng of 2,000,000 Horse smerican Centenmisl two-cent
stamps and five-cont stamps and the striking of a medal in silver for the voonsion.
This medal bas om the frint side the pioturs of a viking end the detes 1655-3985 and
on the hask side the ploture of a viking ship and the date L4.10.1000, the year in
which Leif @rikson OSwse t0 Amerion. Cungress has tlus gone on record a8 saying thet
the Sorweglens gams 10 Anerica 500 yesrs before Jolumius, Ohief smong the speakers
st the ft. Pl celebration was the President of the LUnited Htates, Galvin Jvolidge.
He rosogized the need of ssudying the wecisl elements in Americe snd guve the Nore
weglang Righ tridute as being good Aweridcn oitizens, He scild in party
"Our Amerios with all that It represents of hope in the world fs now end will be
what you make 1%, Its Institutions of religious 1liberty, of educationsl and eoonomio
opportunity, of constituticsal rights, of the integrity of the law, sre the most
prosious possessiuns of the human rade. Those do not emanate fros Sthe government.
They aomy from the consesration of the father, the love of the awther, and the de-
votion of the shildren, They are the product of that honest, oarmest and tiroless
«mm«.o.umammnmmunmmz»mmet.munr
smntey. They ozn have ne stronger supportors, no more loyal dedenders, than that
great body of our oitisenship which you represents Yhen i look upon you and reals
ize what youfare and what you have dene, I kuow that in your hands our countsy is se
aura. MMMiummu-htmm represonis, and there will
your heart bo alsos You have given your pledge to the land of the free. The
Pledge of the Norwsgian pessle has never yet gone unrodeomed”.

The Nomwegian ILuthersn syneds were, Of gourse, well reproscnted at the
%, Paul festivities, evem ss they have been the shief guides in guiding the des~
tinios of the Rorwegiasn poople in imericss The Nowweglum Luthersn Chursh of imerica,
for exsuple, had its own Vemtennial Uosmmittee, whiok, sseording %o inetructiens, had
made provision for the universsl and simultaneous eelebration of the camtemnial in
all the purishes of the Nerweglen Iuthersn Jhuwrsh throughout the United ftates end



Janada, had printed a eentenulial service program and secured the production
0f & sentonnial santata, and had provided for the pubdbliestion of a ssholsrly,
gomprenensive and muthoritative hiastory of the Korseuglan people in imerica.
These publlgations were issusd Wy the iugsburg Publishing fouse, ¥inneapolis,
one ¢f the great Jorweglam-iAmorican institutionsy the larsgist Towegian
tablishing kouse in the world.

The results of the celedbration are manifuld and of gresat 30nse(uense.
The Forweglan=imerigans, hy taklug stogk of thelr pust, will better understand
their heritape, will better appredlate their piuneer fathers, will get & more
Just recognitlion from thelr imarican nelghbors, and will be bettor able to face
the future.





