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I 
Dear friends, 

Exciting things are happening at NAHA. Thank you for the 
help many of you have given as we modernize our operations 
and seek to make our treasures known to a broader audience on 
the internet (see: www.naha.stolaf.edu). Our latest efforts have 
gleaned new members (please invite others!) and an improved 
annual fund response, which is critically needed. 

We have been given a wonderful challenge for 2003 by 
Board member O.J. Tomson. He has pledged $100,000 to be 
given in four quarterly installments this year -- IF the rest of us 
match each quarterly segment. A matching grant is a great way 
to double the power of your gift. Can you help us, either from 
your own funds or by asking others who can? A contribution 
can be by cash, securities, pledge, bequest or gift annuity, and 
you can direct it to Archives, Publications, or Operations. (Hint: 
Operations, which is the support system for the other two, is 
most needed urgently.) 

We plan to devote increased attention to immigration 
in the 20th century, especially post-World War II, and will wel­
come tips regarding materials from this era that should be con­
sidered for the archives or for scholarly study. Thank you all for 
your continuing interest and support. You are vital to the future 
ofNAHA. 

Lois Rand, president 

TOMSON CHALLENGE 
ANNOUNCED 

As President Rand mentioned in her address, the 
Board received some wonderful news at its February meeting. 
O.J. Tomson, a board member from Mason City Iowa, has 
extended a challenge to the Board and to you our members. 
A dollar for dollar match! Isn't this a grand opportunity to 
make your gift to the Association double in size and horsepower? 

Tomson, a successful businessman, has been a long­
time supporter ofNAHA. His interest in history was sparked 
by good professors and when asked why he values NAHA so 
much he stated, "I believe the history of the great migration of 

people from Europe to the North American continent should be 
preserved. As Americans of Norwegian descent, we are partic­
ularly interested in the events that caused this mass movement 
of our ancestors to America. We are interested in tracing the 
progress of the immigrants and their progeny and observing 
their progress and contribution to society in this country. The 
archives ofNAHA are very valuable in preserving this history. 
The scholarship that is encouraged through the books and arti­
cles published by NAHA represents an outstanding and lasting 
contribution that speaks to all of this." 

NAHA needs the support of its members to continue 
doing its work of collecting material about Norwegian 
Americans and creating the publications you have come to 
enjoy. You know us for our substantive, quality information 
about Norwegian-American history. We preserve the past but 

NOT the status quo! We need to move NAHA into the future. 
One of our great hopes is to take advantage of the improving 
technology so you can access more of the treasures in the 
archives without needing to drive to Northfield, Minnesota. 
However, the downturn of the economy has negatively impacted 
NAHA's investments. These funds are supposed to produce 
revenue for the Association and make this transition possible, 
but now we need your help. 

Here is your opportunity to make an important differ­
ence to an organization that quietly does the work of locating, 
collecting, preserving and interpreting the large and the ordi­
nary contributions made to American history by people of 

Norwegian descent. You CAN make a difference. 

I 
The Norwegian chapter ofNAHA is hosting a confer­

ence at the University of Bergen, June 25-28, 2003. Many 
interesting papers on diverse subjects will be offered, with pre­
sentations in English. You are invited to attend. Please contact 
Dina Tolfsby at dina.tolfsby@nb.no for information about regis­
tration and accommodations. 

I 
Limited resources have forced us to reduce the number of hours 
we are open to the public. As we've mentioned before, the 

NAHA is staff is only 3 part-time people. The NAHA archives 
are open by appointment and generally afternoons from 
1:30--4:00 p.m. Please call us before you plan to arrive. Those 
hours can be interrupted if one of us has an appointment or is 
ill. We look forward to meeting our members and we can better 
serve you when we know you are coming! 



Included in this newsletter is an important brochure we 
ask you to consider. Take this brochure with you when you 
meet with your attorney/financial planner about estate planning, 
or return the response card to the NAHA office. We would 
appreciate knowing if you have already included NAHA in your 
will or want more information about ways to benefit both your­
self and the Association through a gift annuity. 

The NAHA Executive Committee authorized the 
creation of the Norwegian-American Legacy Circle to recognize 
those of you who remember NAHA in your estate plans. 
Knowledge of bequest intentions gives NAHA the opportunity 
to thank individuals for their foresight and generosity. Requests 
for confidentiality are carefully honored. 

We know you care about the work of NAHA. We can 
no longer take for granted that "someone" will make sure the 
mission of preserving the written words of Norwegian 
Americans and publishing those accomplishments or stories 
will automatically get done. NAHA needs your help us make 
this possible into the future. 

With the matching grant available for the year 2003 
and the ways to help NAHA in the future through estate plan­
ning we know you will get a true satisfaction in helping a 
worthy organization. 

"Kj�re Bror" is how each letter was addressed from 
Arne Garborg to his brother Jon. Siri Garborg Talle has written 
this book which is a collection of letters by the well known 
author and his nine siblings. The book is available, in English, 
on a free website. You may get inspired by the art of letter 
writing! www.geocities.com/rosanne thompson. 

Remember NAHA when you find letters from 
Norwegian Americans. Tell your family or friends that NAHA 
would like to at least be sent a copy of letters or diaries for the 
archives. Letters give us insights into the individual's experi­
ence, region of the country and what was going on at the time 
they were writing. Ask yourself, in this email and telephone 

age, - what letters or stories will your grandchildren or great 

grandchildren have to read about you? 

The world famous boys choir from Trondheim, 
Norway will be performing at the Norwegian Lutheran 
Memorial Church (924 E. 21st St., Minneapolis, MN) on 
Saturday April 12th at 7 :00 p.m. and on Sunday April 13th at 
2:00 p.m. The boys choir of the Nidaros Cathedral represents 
an almost 900 year old tradition of boy and men singers in the 
cathedral. The choir has won international fame through tours 
throughout Europe and the U.S. They sing a capella pieces 
from Gregorian to modern times in addition to works for choir 
and orchestra. Ticket information is available at 
www.mindekirken.org or by calling (612) 874-0716. 

The Commonweal Theater will be performing "Master 
Builder" April through May 17th in historic Lanesboro, 
Minnesota. Performances are evenings at 8:00 p.m. and 
Sundays at 2:00. Call 1-800-657-7025 to order tickets. 

Three Norwegian films will make their American 
premieres at the 21st Annual Minn;apolis/St. Paul International 
Film Festival April 4-19. Highlighting the Norwegian film 
selection this year is Music for Weddings and Funerals. Actress 
Lena Endre, a longtime Ingmar Bergman collaborator has been 
invited to the festival. Utopia-Nobody is Perfect in a Perfect 
Country was a team effort composed of eight intertwined 
stories which are allegories for the philosophies of Norway's 
eight competing political parties. Also showing is Dragonflies. 

For details and times check www.ufilm.org. 

Received from Mary Mottet, a video tape of the Emil 
Espeland Norwegian cottage in Chicago, IL. This video supple­
ments the NAHA file on this charming and talented artist who 
created special finishes and decorative paintings in some of 
Chicago's finest hotels. The video was taken shortly before the 
cotta� with its hand-carved interior was torn down two years 
ago. Born in Fana Norway in 1869, Espeland emigrated to 
Wisconsin in 1894 and moved to Chicago in 1924. 

Received from James T. Hillestad, a copy of, "A 
Consideration of Iowa's Norwegian-Americans Politically 
Through the Editorial Policy of the Republikaneran: 1899-190 I." 
A 27 page paper examining the Norwegian language newspaper 
in Iowa at a time of transition. 

Received from Association of Free Lutheran 
Congregations, Free and Living Congregations, The Dream 

That Would Not Die. Hard cover, 286 pages. Includes photos of 
the various congregations and church leaders. The book 
explores the vision of Georg Sverdrup through the Lutheran 
Free Church and more recently under the Association of Free 
Lutheran Congregations since 1962. 

Received from Twila Halvorson, "St. Olaf Lutheran 
Church Centennial 1888-1988, Esmond Parish, Minnewaukan, 
North Dakota." 93 pages, stapled. A review of the church's his­
tory including the Sunday school, Ladies Aid, Luther League, 
organists, wedding anniversary celebrations, family histories, 
photos of the church's interior, and statistical information about 
baptisms, confirmations, weddings and burials. 

Received from John W Johnson, John 0. Johnson, 

From Norway to White Bear lake, soft bound, 198 pages. 
Johnson's early years in Norway included foster homes. In 1893 
he set off for America, and settled in White Bear Lake, 
Minnesota. Sailing and boat building became his livelihood at 
the time when W hite Bear Lake was a popular resort destina­
tion. Johnson Boat Works was a landmark in the area for 
the yachting and racing crowds. Includes some photos and 
genealogy charts. 



Received from Lotte Larsen Meyer, "Mourning in a 

Distant Land: Gold Star Pilgrimages to American Military 

Cemeteries in Europe, 1930-33." From Markers: Journal of the 

Association for Gravestone Studies. 40 pages stapled. (The 

author used a diary and scrapbook from the pilgrimage to 

France of Caroline Short, a Norwegian-American Gold Star 

mother.) The author hopes this helps scholars see the impor­

tance of using women's scrapbooks, memoirs, and letters in 

understanding topics in women's history. 

Received from William 0. Foss, revised edition of The 

Norwegian Lady and the Wreck of the Dictator, paperback, 116 

pages. First published in 1977, the revised edition contains a 

new forward, a tenth chapter, and an index. The book is the 

story of the sinking of the Norwegian ship Dictator in 1891 on 
the shore of Virginia, the rescue of the captain and a few crew 

members, to the erection in 1962 of a nine foot bronze statue of 

"the Norwegian Lady" who faces the sea, wishing all seamen a 

safe return home. 

Received from Siri Garborg Talle of Oslo, Norway, 

four folders containing significant data about the Garborg fami­

ly. Arne Garborg was a Norwegian author, born near Stavanger 

in 1851. Among other books he wrote Den Burtromne Eaderen. 

His younger brother Abel immigrated to the U.S.A. in 1881 and 

worked on farm in Iowa. Later he moved to Warren, Minnesota, 

and Stanwood, Washington, where he was in banking. He mar­

ried Aletta Hjeld. They had two children, Arne and Ruth. This 

collection includes original letters from Abel to Julia and to his 

two children. Also includes the letters (copies and originals) 

from Abel to his brother Arne, the author, as well as to Ivan, his 

nephew. Among the more than 200 documents are diary notes, 
newspaper clipping and genealogical tables beginning in 1623. 

Received The Family of Hans Olson Alm and Anne 

Jversdatter Kanten, spiral bound, approximately 120 pages. This 

is the story of Hans Oleson Alm, born in Hadeland, Norway, in 

1864, and Anne lversdatter Kanten, born in Watson, MN, in 

1872, with a look at their ancestors in Norway back to the 18th 

century. The book contains genealogical tables, family 

vignettes, individual and family pictures, as well as copies of 

letters from Hans and Anne to two of their children, obituaries, 

health certificates and other data. The book also contains a 

25-page appendix with genealogical tables. 

Received from Melvin J. Larson, The Quest-The 

Destiny, soft cover, 92 pages. An autobiography of growing up 

in a large Norwegian-American family in the Red River Valley 

during the 1920's. This is a time when the eight miles to school 
was an obstacle to a high school education. Larson was deter­

mined to get an education and at the age of 21 started high 

school. Larson obtained advanced degrees in chemistry and 

spent his life as an educator. 

We are grateful to the 243 of you who contributed gen­

erously to NAHA's Annual Fund request. As you know these 

are challenging times for all non-profit groups. We appreciate 

your support and will build upon increased participation. 

Inserted is the list of your fellow members who have supported 

NAHA in the past year. Our members and Board raised 

$62, 765 in the year 2002. Many thanks to all of you! 

i 
$5-50 Ruth Aasen, Molly Aasten, Charles H. Akre, Egil & 

Janice Almaas, Bill Anderson, Gertrude Roe Anderson, Harry 

& Evelyn Anderson, Synnove & Harold Bakke, Rev. & Mrs. 

Leonard Benson, Sherry Berry, Anne Bidne, Dr. Harold Bjork, 

Reidar Bjornard, Storm Bull, Bennie Bungum, Marian J. 

Christopherson, Anne D. Christopherson, Roland & Mary Jane 

Day, Linda & Mark Edwards, Robert Fossum, Cheryl Freitag, 

John Fretheim, Claris Ginkel, Darrell Gonyea, R.M. Granum, 

Norman Hagen, Eric A. Hallen, James S. Hamre, Mrs. Henry 

Hansen, Jean Hansen, Sue & Borg Hanson, Gretchen 

i 

Hardgrove, Philip Hoff, Ingeborg Hofrenning, John & Nancy 
Hoskins, Mary R. Hove, David Jacobs, Thelma Johnson, Harry 

C. Johnson, James L. Johnson, James & Doris Jorgenson, C.R. 

Karlsson, Richard & JoAnn Kleber, David Knutson, William 

Korsvik, Phillip Larson, Victor Larson, Arthur Lee, Mr & Mrs 
F.T. Lokensgard, Eric & Cindy Lund, Jean Marek, Amy 

Michelsen, Esther R. Miller, Evelyn Naevestad, Otto A. Ofjord, 

Lowell & Helen Olberg, Fred & Mary Olson, Donna, Olson, 

Duane & Joan Olson, Howard & Bettye Olson, Mrs. Lee Olson, 

Dr. Magne Olson, Gregg & Laverne Orwoll, Omar & Margery 

Otterness, Osmund Overby, Lynwood E. Oyos, Louise 

Parish, Robert & Ruth Paulson, Clarence & Winnifred 

Pedersen, Ruth N. Pieper, Romelda R. Quam, Rudolph A. 

Ramseth, Paul Reigstad, Betty & Palmer Rockswold, Eric & 

Karla Rokke, Dorothy A. Root, Raymond Rovang, Cynthia 

Elyce Rubin, Selma E. Rud, John Sagness, Mary Hildegarde 

Sanderson, John T. Schevenius, Janet Schickel), James E. 
Schlosser, Elaine Schulstad, Karl Schultz, Erlaine Seeger, 

Magne & Esther Smedvig, Jack & Phyllis Smith, Carl Solberg, 

Orin & Irene Solberg, Sarasota Lodge of the Sons of Norway, 

Thomas A. Sorenson, Dennis Sorheim, Lawrence Sorli, 

Carleton Sperati, Herbert & Geraldine Stellner, Richard 

Stenerson, Myles C. Stenshoel, Lila & Olaf Storaasli, Mitch 

Taylor, Jorgen & Rita Thompson, Mr. Clifford Thompson, John 

& Marilyn Thompson, Allan Thoreson, Thomas Thorsen, Joel & 

Frances Torstenson, Marcia & John Turcotte, Richard & Joan 

Tvedten, Robert Tweeten, Richard & Elaine Vangerud, Doris 

Werner, Patricia Williams, Vincent & Verla Williams. 

$51-100 Oscar A.Anderson, Lloyd W. Anderson, Becky Brown, 

David Buckley, Conrad Christianson, James & Sigrid 

Christianson, Patricia R. Cutshall, Reidar & Chrisma Dittmann, 

Lori Drews, Robert Duxstad, Dyre Dyresen, Andrea Een, 

Eugene L Fevold, Luther & Vee Fjelstad, Anita Fjortoft, 

Douglas Fox, Mr & Mrs J.S. Futcher, David Granskou, Harlan 

D. Grinde, Christian E Ballen, Morgan Halvorson, Bonnie 

Harwick, Ms. Helen Heitmann, Orrin Helstad, Ronald Hendrix, 

John & Karen Birnie, Lois Holland, Edna & Howard Hong, 

Pearl G. Husby, Ingrid Hustvedt, William J. Jacobson, Derwood 

Johnson, Mariyn Jones, Lars G. Kindem , Duane & Elaine 

Kringen, Ygdrasil Society of LaCrosse, Lars Erik Larson, Lew 

Linde, Trygve L0nnebotn, Mrs. Joan Losen, Bonnie McLellan, 

William C. Melton, N.E. Midthun, Deborah L. Miller, David & 

Marguerite Monson, Harland Nelson, Ardis H. Nier, Dr. & Mrs. 

John Nilsen, Sons of Norwaay Wergeland Lodge Nol. 28, 

Dr. & Mrs E.J. Nordby, John Ophaug, 
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Harry & Virginia Papcke, David & Ann Preus, Paul & Ruth 
Qualben, Lois Quam, Philip & Dora Quanbeck, Mrs. 
Quanbeck, Barbara Quinn, Philip J. & Lucy Ramstad, Gordon 
& Charlotte Rasmussen, John & Carla Rokke, Kathleen 
Schmidt, Karen Marie Schneble, Clinton & Carolyn Schroeder, 
Clarence Sheffield, Jr.,Gerald R. Sime, Beverly J. Smith, 
Symra Society, ,Sons of Norway, Faerder Lodge #109, Olander 
Suldahl, Ralph & Loanne Thrane, Lucille Tunheim, Ole & Ruth 
Tweet, Brigham Young University, Paul T. Vangerud, Chris 
Velline, Norman Vinnes, Douglas J. Waterman. 
$101-300 Joan & Wendell Buckley, Louis Bumengarten, 
Corinne Hellie Davidson, Melvin & Meta George, William N. 
Georgeson, Janet Geronime, Layne Haugen, James Heg, Karen 
Humphrey, Clair Husby, Zay & Keith Lenaburg, William 0. 
Lyders, Sy lvia R. Meagher, Walter F. Mondale, Albert & 
Gretchen Quie, Eleanor Robien, Brian Rude, Warren & 
Margaret Saetre, Shirley L. Santaro, Mrs. Joel D. Stavlo, 
Solveig Steendal, Dr. Christopher Thomforde, Phillip Thorson, 
Elden & Solveig Zempel. 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

US.POSTAGE 

FARIBAULT, 

MINN. 

PERMIT NO. 21 

$301-$500 George & Mary Aker, Grace Allen, Carly le E. 
Anderson, Kjell Bergh, Forrest & Virley Brown, Ruth & Doug 
Crane, Russell & Metta Fridley, Kim Holland, Allan & 
Imogene Nelson, Paul & Maebel Otteson, Milly & Walter 
Rugland, Robert Tollund, Sundet Foundation. 
$501-1,000 John R. Christianson, Luther & Ilene Forde, Nancy 
Gossen, John R. and Kathy Tunheim, 
Over $1,000 Karen Davidson, Nils Lang-Ree, Elizabeth 
Paulson Miller, Mary Ann Olsen, Todd and Kristin Nichol, 
Sons of Norway Foundation. 
Over $5,000 Ruth E. Hanold, Klara Johnson, Sidney & Lois 
Rand, O.J. Tomson. 


