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THE INVASION OF THE NORSENEN
(By G. M. Bruee)

"From the fury of the Northmen Lord Cod deliver us® was a
regular part of the chureh praysr offered up by many a priest
in the countrics exposed ¢ the rrids and terroms of the Norse-
men during the Age of the Vikings. And well might they %thue
pray, for wherever the Vikings landed with thelr fleete and their
arms were gomewhat succesaful, thsy eruelly killed, plundered,

and deatroyed.

A hundred years ago, howsver, began a new type of Norse ine f
vasion, It cauasd neither trembling nor fear, buf rather a ﬁ
ningled fesling of surprise, amusement, and adwiration., The ad- ::ﬁ
vange guard of this new type of Horse iavasion, an invasion which ::
has continued for the apace of an entire century, consiasted of fé
a small band of only fifty-three, the youngest & little baby-girl ~:
born in mid-oceon. There was nothing formidable about eithsr
ahlp or crew. Nor was thaere anything about the make-up of the
party, their manner of landing, looka or nurbars that in any == A
way foreghadowsd the stream of Norse Anvaslon which had been f
directed to the Asmeriscan shores and wag to increase immensely _
in volume and momentum until at the expliration of a hundred %

years & population of Norse blood had been tranaplanted to a
new and far away contlinent more than sgual to the population |,|
of the native land from which thay and their desendants e;ma. '

This eignificant event in the histery ef the United Statges,

the landing of the little sloop "Restaurationen", was very




tergsly and rather inacourately chronicled by the New York
Evening Poat under date of Octobar 10, 1835, thus: "ARRIVED
LAST EVENING=-- Danish sloop Restauration, Holland, 98 days
from Norway, via Long Island Sound, with iren to Boorman &
Johnson, 53 passengervrs,”

The New York Dally Advertiser of Ogctober 12, the same year,
gives a more vomplete end accurate, sa4 well as & very inbereat-
ing account, which reads as follows:

A NOVYET fIGHT

"A veseel has arrived at this port with emigrants from
Norway., The vessel is very small, measuring, as we understand,
only about 360 Norwegian lasts, or forty-five American tons,
and brought fifty-three passengersz, male and female, all bound
for Orleans county, whers an agent whe came over some time since,
purchased a traot of land.

The appearanece of such a party of strangers, coming from
80 diatunt a country and in a vesael of & size apparently ill
oalcoulated for a voyage aocroas the Atlantle, could not but exeite
an unusual degree of interest.

¥An enterprise like this argues a good deal of bholdness in
the master of the vessel, as well as an adventurous spirit in
the passengers, moszt of whom belong t¢ families from ths vieinity
of & little town at the gouthwestern extremity of Norway, near
the olty of Stavanger, Those who ocame from the farme are dressed
in coards cloth of demestic manufacturs of a fashion different
from the Americans, but those who inhabited the town wear ealicos,

ginghams, and gay shawls, imported, we presume, from Fngland.




*The vessel is buillt on the model common to fishing boats
on that coast, with a singles ton-sail, sleop-rigged. She ar-
rived with the addition of one passenger born on the way."

This first contingent of Norwegian immigrants to America,
congisted, gtrange to say, of Norweglun Quakers. Among Nor-
weglan priseners of war taken by England in her attack on Den-
mark in 1807, there was one gallor by the name of Lars Larson.
He remain2d a priacner of war for a peried cof seven years, dure
ing which time he had learnsd to speak the English language quite
wall, FHe had aleo hesn breuzht under the influencez ¢f the Ing-
lish Quakers, and upon hig relsase he entered the employe of
a8 prominent Quaker lady by the nare of Margaret Allenr, with whom
he ramzined about a ysar. Upon hig return to Nerway in 1818 he
founded the firat Society of Friends in Nerway in his home city,
Stavanger. The Quakers were naturally not regarded very faver-
ably by the Lutheran State Church clergy, and were more or less
gsubject to persecution., In 1831 the little scolety sent cut two
emissaries to America to investigate whether it would bde advig-
able to emigrate to that land of religious freedom. These emis-
saries were Kleng Peerson Hestehammer and Knud Olson Elde. They
spant about three years in Few York and visinity, and, having
made arrangements for the founding of a eoleny in Kendall and
Orleans counties, New York, returned to Korway in 1824 to gilvs
their repert. The result was that & littls sloop was bought

and reconditioned and made rendy to sail the following summer.



With fifty-t=o on board the sloop, renamed "Restaurationen®,
left Stavaneer on the fourth Aoy of July, 1825, and arrived at
New York harbor on the ninth of Oectober the same year, after an
eventful voyage via England and the Madeira islands,

Kleng Peerson was quite a leader and ddventurer among the
firagt emigrants from Norway. He led the immigrants first to
New York, then to Illineis, £nd rinuliy to Texas. Here he died,
Decenmber 1€, 1865, and his grave is found in the Norwegian
Luthersan cemetery at Norase, PBosque county, Texas. A #tone monu-
ment, bearing the following insoription,marks his reeting place:

"Kleng Peerson
The firat Yorwsgian lmmigrant
Am:giea

Came to Areriocs in 1821
Born in Neorway,Eurcope, May 17,1782
Died in Texas, Descenbar 18, 18€5

Grateful countryxen in Texas grected this

monusant to his memory."

In 1835 one of the "sloopera", Knud Slogvig, returned to
Nerway, spreading the fame of the new world to his countrymen,
who listened with eager interest to hils aoccounta. The following
year two more shiploads of smigrants left their native land for
the land of opportunity. These emigrants were carried on the
two brigs "Norden® and "Den Borake Kiippe.® In the year 1837
two more ships left the homeland bound for America with o new
contingent of immigrants. These two ships wers "hir' and
"Enigheden,” earrying 170 passengers. Frowm now on the stream of

imrigration grows rapidly from year to year, ns the people of

e
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Norway learn more snd more of the opportunitiss in America., One
of the most potent factors in stimulating the emigration frowm ior-
way was the publication of Ole Rynning's little guide-bock for
emigrants, entlitled: ™A True Acoount of Armeriow for the Instrue-
tion an? Uso of Peasants and Common People, ¥ritten by a Norweglan
Who Arrived Hare in the Month of June, 1837." This beok was
written by Rynning, who was one of the 1ll-fated settlera of the
Beaver Creek Settlement in Illinols, while he was laid up during
the winter following his arrival, nueeing his feet, which had
become scverely frozen on one of his exploration tours. It was
taken to Norway by Ansten Hattestad in 1838 and published during
that year at Chrisftiania (Oslo). As far as I hove been able to
learn the only volume of this book in the original in America

18 now in the library of the University of Illinois. It has
re&cntly bsen trunslated for the Minnescta Historieal Bociety

by Prof. Theodore Blegen. In his introduction, Rynning saya:

"I have now been in Amerios elight months and in that time I have
t.ad opportunity of finding out much in regard to which I in vuin
sought information before I left Norway. I then felt how dis-
agrecable it 1s for those who wish to emigrate to America,te be
in want of reliable and tolerably complete acoount of thes country.
I nlso learned how great is the ignorance of the people und what
false and ridiculous reporte were fiocepted as full truth." Then
he'goes on to state that his purpcae is to anawer truthfully

every question that he asked himself on his departure from Norway
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and to disprove the falase reports that he had hsard bheth befors
leaving Horway snd after arriving in the United States.

Tre foliowing brief sxtract, tuken frox Andsracn's "Firat
Chapter of Norwegian Immigration”,will give & fair ides of the
eharacter of the book as well as of the cleur insight inte Ameri-
can affairs which this early ismigrant had acquired. It will alse
show how wall he wmderutend the slavery question in this country
and foresaw it would neceesarily ultimately result in,

¥I have already stated that the United £tates has ne king.
Nevertheless it has = person who oéeroiscs about a3 wmuch suthority
a8 & king, Thims paraon ia chomen for four years ¢nly and iz
called president., The legislative power in matters pertainirg
to the United Btates as a unity rests with congregs, which is
coupossd of men chesen by the various states. The varlcus ztates
have sach its own government like Norway and Swaden, but the come
mon congress, the common language, and the comron financlal system
unite ther mwore alosely. The nuwmber of the United Stutes is now
twenty-seven,

"Ag a comfort to the timid, I can truthfully azsert, that
here, as in Norway, thers are laws, governments and authority.

But everything is here eanleulated té maintnin the natural equality
and liberty of man. In regard to liberty sverybody is free to
engage in any kind of honest oceupaticen anid te go wheraver he
cheoses without a passport and without being axamined by custom
house officers., Only the real oriminal is threatencd with the

law and punishment.
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"In works written ornly for the purpose of finding scwething
for which the authers can find fault with Ameriea, I have read
that the Ameriocan is faithless, deceitful, hard-hearted, eto, I
will not undsrtake te deny that such psople are to be found in
America as well ns elsewhere, and that the stranger never can be
too prudent; but it has been my experience that the Amerioan ase
& rule is & better men to get on with than the Norwegian, rore
yielding, more accommodating ancd more reliable in all things,
The oldest Norweglana here have glvéen me the same assurance, It
beling 8o easy to get a living here in an honest way, stealing and
burglary are alwost unheard of.

"In ugly sontrast with the above liberty and equality which
Justly censtitute the pride of the Americans, is the disgraceful
slave-traffie, which 18 still tolerated and carried on in the
southern statea. We find hers a race of blask reeple, with woolly
halr on thelr heads, that are oallsd negroes; and that have been
brought here from Africa, which is their original country. In
the southern states these poor people are bought and sold like
other property snd are driven to work with @ whip like horses
or oxen, If a master whips his slave to death, or in hias rage
shoota him dead, he i3 not looked upon as a murderer. The
ehildren born by & negress are by birth elaves even if a white
men is the father. In Missouri the slave-trade ic still per-
mitted, but in Indiana, Illinols, and Wigoonsin territory it

1z striotly forbidden and the institution is despised. The
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northern states ondesvor at every ocongress to get the slave~trade :
abolished 15 the southern states; but aa the latter always make
resistance, and clainr the right to settle the mattere pertalning '
to their states themselves, there will probably soon core either
& separation batween the northern and southern states or bloody
eivil confliets.”

It 1s gelf-avident that asuch a report as that given in n
Rynning's book as well as the numerous "America~letters" must have [
exerted a powerful influsnce upon the young peopls as well &s \
the people living in more or less poor fimancial oircumstances,

During the firat few yeara after the arrival of the ships men-

tioned above, there were only & few hundred immigrants per year,

but after the year 1842 it 1s claimed that the number of immigrants
arriving on Amarican shores from Norsay never fell below 1,000

per year, rising and falling with the changing sconomic conditions
in the homeland. The varying economic conditions in this country
have also had both & retarding nnd/::aullcrating influence upon
Norweglan lmmigration. At the close of the Civil War the imnd- :
gration rose to past the 15,000 mark. Since that time the annual
arrivals have nurbered from a few thousand to 38,000 per yeur,
Acoording to the Fourteenth Census, 1930, thers were in the
United States in that year 363,882 Norweglians born in Norway

and 1,033,385 persons born in Norway and bern in this country

of parents the eradle of one or both of whor had stood in Nerway.
There wers at that time ne less than 185,101 Norwegians of foreign

birth of voting age.
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It is very difficult to arrive at any reasonably accurate
figures as to the number of persons of Norweglan blood in the
United States, henoe estimatss will vary considerably. A con-
servative estimate places the number of Americans of Norwegian
extraction, including those born in Norway ae well as those horn
in this country of purents of Norwegian descent at 32,250,000.

Mr. O0,P,B.Jacobson, Railread and Warehouse Commisaloner of Kin-
nesota, based on an estimate made by Mr. E. G, Quamme of the
Federal Land Bank, 8t. Paul, places the total number of persons
of Norwoglan blood in the United States at fully 5,000,000. This
figure is undoubtedly much too high.

The NWorwegians are found in every state in the Union., Weet
Virginia has the lowest number of forelign born Norwegians, only
51, and Minnesota the largest, 90,188, MNany Norwegians are algo
found in Alaska and the other possessions of the United States.

A large number hzs also settled in Canada., According to the
Canadian census of 1931 there wera in Canada at that time 68,856
personsd of Norwagian birth. Of this nugber 22,186 were born in
the United States, 33,568 in Canada, and 33,102 elsawhere, mostly
in Norway. |

It will thus be seen that the Norweglian invasion of Amarica
whioh began with the very modest number of fifty-three persons,
including 1ittle Margaret Allen Larson, born at sea, who arrived
on the "Norse Mayflower® "Restaurationen®™ in the year 18235,haa
been sweélled from decade to decade until the invading army and
its descendantg have resched well intc the third million and have
bsoome an important and influential element in the American Naticn,

even considersed merely from the standpeint of numbers.
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The Norwegians are found in every state of the Union.

West Virginia has tne smallest number of foreign born Norwegians,
only o1 ,and lMinnesota has the largest ,90,188. Many Norwegians
have also settled in Alaska and the other possessions of the
United States,

Tne Dominion of Canada has also a large number of people
of Norwegian descent. According to the census of 1921 there
were in Canada at that time 68,856 persons of Norwegian birth.
Of this number 22,136 were born in the United States 23,568 in
Canada,and 23,102 elsewhere,mostly in Norway. Since the census
of 1821,319 have arrived from the United States and 5,559 fronm
Norway ,making a total Norwegian population in Canada at this
time of 74,734. About 46% of the Norwegian population of Vanada
is faund in Saskatchewan and 31% in Alberta,

During the century of Norwegian immigration to America,
the Norwegians and their descendants have contributed in a very
large measure to the development of both United States and Canada,
and have proven themselves to b2 a very high and desirable class
of immigrants, They have distinguished themselves in farming,
technical trades,the various professions,and in politics. This
is especially the case in the United States where they have been
the longest and have reached the greatest number. Here they
held many positions of high public trust in community,state,.
and nation, HXleven men of Norwegian eXtraction have become
governors and six U.S.senators., In Canada they have as yet
held few important public offices. In both countries they dis—
tinguished themselves as loyal citizens during the recent Worild

War.
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The greatest contribution,however,which the Korwegians have
made to the life of the United States and the Dominion of Canada
ig religious and educational. Churches and schools have been
built and maintaibmed at considerable personal sacrifice on the
part of both supporters and workers, In the United States they
have church property valued at upwards of$50,000,000. Herse
they have s;;;;ge theological sanina;;gﬁeﬁg‘gull—fledged colleges,
besides a number of academies. In &amdxx “Yanada they have two
academies ,one at Camrose and one at outlook,and they have
united with the Icelandic Lutherans in maintaining an Academy at
Winnepeg. A large number of the congregations in Canada are
miesion congregations,the pastoral work among them being
sugported Bx mainly by the better established congregatione in
the states,

Ia commemoration of the arrival of the sloop "Restaura—
tionen™ one hundred years ago,a great celebration will be
s taged at the State Fair (Grounds,St.Paul Minnesota,June 6-9.
Pregsident Calvin Coolidge will be present and both the Canadian
and Norwegian governments will be offiecially represented. A
large number of Norwegian Canadians is expected to be present
on this occasion,

The Norwegian Lutheran Church of America,the largest
body of Norwegian Lutherans in the United States and Canada,
is making extensive preparations for a fitting celebration of
one hundred years of NoiIwegian immigration and achievement 1in
Amerika, A Centennial History is being published. It is written
by Dr.Q.M.Norlie ,Juther College ,Decorah,lowa. A Memorial

Cantata,which will be sung at the congregational festivals to

held on Sunday,July 5,has also been prepared. The music of
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this Cantata has ©een written by Dr .E Melius Christiansen,
director of the famous St.0laf Choir. A special order of service ;
has been arranged for the memorial services to be held on July
5,which will be used by the coungregations of the Norwegian Luthem
Church of America both in the states and in Canada.

1925 will thus prove an eventful and memorable year in
the history of Norse—Americans and Norse—Canddians. The United
States govermment has gone quite far in giving the occasion
of ficial recognition. Both a two—cent and a five—cent memorial

stamp will be issued,and a memorial medal,the first of its kind,

is now heing struck off at the U.,S.Mint in Philadelphia.




