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A R C H I V E S
In 2020, we demonstrated our adaptability. Despite 
closing our doors to the public in March, the archives 
continued to actively collect materials related to the 
Norwegian-American experience, to assist researchers, 
and to expand our digital repositories. Some significant 
additions to the archives included the Rev. Parelius 
Rognlie Papers, the Odd Lovoll Papers, and the American 
Birkebeiner Ski Foundation records.   

$87,000
grant received from the Minnesota Arts 
and Cultural Heritage Fund to digitize 

the Ole E. Rølvaag Collection

2020

N A H A  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S 

I N  R E V I E W

Images from the Parelius Rognlie 
Papers and the American Birkebeiner 

Ski Foundation, left.  



NORWEGIAN-AMERICAN STUDIES
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volume 37

P U B L I C AT I O N S
In the fall of 2020, NAHA released Volume 38 of our scholarly  
journal Norwegian-American Studies, published in cooperation  
with the University of Minnesota Press. The journal is dedicated  
to showcasing the best work being done in the field of Norwegian-
American studies, including the related disciplines of history,  
literature, religion, art, and cultural studies. In addition to our print 
edition, digital access to the journal and its back issues is available  
free of charge to NAHA members via JSTOR digital library. 

E V E N T S
While the pandemic caused us to put a hold on in-person events, we 
moved our programming online, enabling us to increase attendance and 
better connect with our members across the nation and abroad. 

SPECIAL 
THANKS 
TO LONGTIME 

VOLUNTEERS  

DALE HAALAND AND  

DALE HOVLAND. 

Terje Joranger, director of the 
Norwegian Emigrant Museum, was the 
featured speaker for the 2020 Spring 
Member Meetup. Joranger presented 
“New Directions in Migration Research.” 

Erika Jackson, associate professor of 
history from Colorado University Mesa,  
gave the keynote for our 2020 Biennial 
Member Meeting. Jackson’s topic 
was “Becoming White: The Case of 
Scandinavians in Chicago.” 

NORWEGIAN-AMERICAN STUDIES

volume 38

2020



I recently connected with the consultant who helped us 
develop our current strategic plan. “How’s that working 
out?” she asked. She wondered how the association had 

fared during 2020, under circumstances that no one could have 
foreseen when the NAHA board approved our plan in January 
of 2020 — right before the world changed for all of us. I told 

her that the simplicity and flexibility of the plan was serving us well. But her question also caused me to think about 
the past year and some of the big takeaways for 2020. 

Virtual has its advantages. While the association had experimented with some online presentations in the past, 
2020 forced us to embrace the concept. And to my surprise, I began to appreciate it. Online committee meetings are an 
efficient way for board members from across North America to take care of business. And while online interactions are no 
replacement for face-to-face conversations, it has been exciting to connect with members coast to coast and abroad during 
NAHA events. One distant member wrote to me after attending our May online event. He had been a member for 60 years 
and had never attended a single NAHA event. What dedication! Which brings me to my next takeaway...

Members are our lifeblood. Despite the emotional and financial stresses of 2020, our members remained 
committed to our mission. They renewed memberships, attended events, and stayed in touch. And in a year of so many 
critical needs in our communities, our members remembered the association with financial gifts as well. We are grateful 
for this show of support.

Our endowment ensures that our work continues. The founders of NAHA used excellent foresight when 
they began building the association’s endowed funds. They understood that there would be good times and hard times, 
and that a healthy endowment would ensure that our work would continue despite economic challenges. As we approach 
our association’s centennial in 2025, we will keep the importance of building our endowment in mind, so that our work 
can continue no matter what challenges the next century may bring. 

Preserving stories is important. The pandemic reminded many of us of the importance of family: past, present, 
and future. In addition to missing those family members we normally spend time with, it gave us time to think about those 
who came before us and the challenges they faced. Some of you used your extra time at home to sort through and even 
donate family collections, ensuring they would be available for generations to come.  

In a changing world, our work is also evolving. Our publications committee recently identified new research 
criteria that help put the story of Norwegian migration in a larger context. We will 
encourage scholarship that looks to the “second century” of Norwegian immigration 
and to regions across North America and around the world. The study of cross-
cultural encounters and newer theoretical models will help us better understand the 
role of Norwegian migration within American and world history.  

We are making history every day, and this past year was surely a reminder of this. 
To everyone who is a part of the Norwegian-American Historical Association, I want 
to say thank you. I’m eager to see what the future brings for our work together.  

F R O M  T H E 
E X E C U T I V E 
D I R E C T O R

IN GRATITUDE, 
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SUMMARY OF EXPENSES

Salaries and benefits $123,602 60%

Administrative and supplies $41,320 20%

Contract labor $20,294 10%

Publications $10,667 5%

Development initiatives $7,000 3%

NAHA meetings and events $1,474 1%

TOTAL EXPENSES $204,357 100%

Full financials are available upon request. Contact naha@stolaf.edu or call 507-786-3221.

INVESTED FUND BALANCES 
Market value as of December 31, 2020

O. E. Rølvaag Memorial Fund $1,266,662

Other Operations $202,575

Blegen Bjork Publications Fund $1,056,457

Other Publications $96,521

Fosholt Hydle Archives Fund $343,919

Nathan and Denise Lindgren Endowed 
Fund for the NAHA Archives $20,000

Other Archives $276,640

Sigvald Quale Norwegian Society Fund $300,992

Other Temporarily Restricted $26,165

TOTAL                                            $3,589,931

  

FUNDING FOR OPERATIONS

Distribution from Investments $100,353 49%

Donations $59,407 29%

Membership fees    $28,459 14%

Transfer from past operating suplus  $12,801 6%

Other sources $2,034 1%

Book sales and royalties $1,303 1%

TOTAL INCOME $204,357 100%

F I N A N C I A L S

ENDOWED FUNDS BY PURPOSE

41%

32%

9%

18%

Operations 
$1,469,238

Publications  
$1,152,978

Archives 
$640,559

Temporarily 
 restricted 
$327,157

■  Realized Gains   ■  Interest and Dividends

201820192020 2017

INVESTMENT INCOME



$20,000+
Nathan and Denise 

Lindgren S

$5,000–
19,999
Joan Losen L

$2,000–
4,999
Frank Tysver P

$1,000–
1,999
Dennis  

Gimmestad L, B

Sonja Hillestad S
Dave Holt L, B

Ronald Johnson L, B

Estate of Lois Jorstad
Scott Knudson B
Ann Legreid L, B

Deborah Miller L, B

Paul Rolvaag S, B

Lee Sandwen
Bruce Willis P, B

$500–999
Michael Bovre L
Amy Boxrud S
Ruth Crane L
Karen Doty
Everett Ellingson L
Kristin Garey P
David Hill L
Karen Humphrey P
Liv Hustvedt L
Terje Leiren L, B

Karen Nasby B
John and Linda 

Nilson L
Marilyn Sorensen L
Solveig Zempel L

$250–499
Kristin Anderson S, B

Karen Appeldoorn P

Annette Atkins B
Nordahl Brue P
Donna Butler
John Bye P
Liv Dahl L
Karen Davidson L
Claire and David  

Elliker-Vågsberg L
Howard and  

Adele Fosser
Hadeland Lag 
Katherine Hanson S
David Hardy L
Mary Hargrave P
Angela and Philip 

Huddleston P
Clair Husby L
Jeffrey Huset P
Kyle Jansson S, B

Ruth Kahn P
John Karevoll P
Kim Kittilsby S, B

Susan Knecht P
Philip and Susan 

Larson P
Medtronic
William Melton P
Eileen Ronning P
Joseph Shaw L
Philip Teigen P
Kevin Tvedt P
Norman and Karen 

Vinnes S
Kristen Walseth P, B

$100–249
Kristen Akre S
Chris and Rev. Terrie 

Rae Anderson S
Kathleen Anderson S
R.W. Anderson S
Carole Arenson
Merrill Austin S
Beverly Bachelder S
Lucinda Backberg S
Luci Baker Johnson
Douglas Bakken S
Marit Barkve B
Jill Beatty S
Dan Bergeson S

Betty Bergland S
Kenneth Bergo S
Lee Bjorndal
Gordon Boardman L
John Boe
Phyllis Breddin
Patty Bridgman
Lila Burmeister S
Camilla Cai S
Helen Carter
John Christianson L
Marilyn Cooper S
J. Randolph Cox L
Daphne Davidson L
LeAnn Dean S
Fran Debnam S
Gary DeKrey S
Richard Domholt
Kareen Ecklund S
Gary Eidsvold S
Sherry Einerson S
Ruth Ellenwood 
John and Kathleen 

Erickson L
Pauline Fenelon
Mark Fjelstad S
Cheryl Freitag S
J. S.  Futcher L
Frederic Giere L
Sandra Gilbert
Richard Graving S
Eric Greenfeldt P
Harlan Grinde L
Laurel Hale L
Marilyn Hansen S
Jim Hanson
Gretchen Hardgrove L
Elaine Hasleton
Leif Hatlen S
Marlin Heise L
Charles Hellie
Ronald Hendrix S
Karin Hillhouse
Kim Holland L
Michael Hovland S
Leslee Lane Hoyum S 

Dean and Dawn 
Huseby

Nicole Husnik
Phyllis Jacobs

Carla Waal Johns S 

Cynthia Johnson S
Dennis Johnson S
Kirt Johnson S
Lowell Johnson S
Mitchell Johnson S
Marilyn Jones L
Carl Karlsson
Tim and Lisa 

Kittilsby S
Rachel Knudsen S
Kristiania Lodge Sons  

of Norway
Robyn Leer 
Ronald Lien S
Roald Lokken
Kathy Lorenz
Odd Lovoll L

Mike Lynch S
Laura Manning
Marie Markley L
Norman Midthun L
Janet Lovell Miller 
Adrienne Morrison L
Jim and Jackie 

Muehl S
Beverly Nagel S
Barbara Nelson L
Harland Nelson L
Imogene Nelson L
Liv Paulson 

Norderhaug
Paula Nordhem S
Elaine Nordlie S
Peggy Norris S
Betty Norvold S

Frieda and Ron 
Nowland L

Daron Olson S, B

John Ophaug L
Kristi Pasek S
William Paulsen Jr. L
Peter Percy S
Ham Peterson L 

John Peterson
Roberta Preston S
Rob Quanbeck S
Barbara Raddatz L
Lois Rand L
Ringerike-Drammen 

Districts Lag
Eleanor Robien L
Vernon Rood S
Cynthia Elyce Rubin S
Brian Rude L
Hildegarde 

Sanderson L
Thomas Sando
Elaine Schulstad L
Linda Schwartz S
Inez Schwarzkopf L
Erlaine Seeger L
Richard Seime S
John Serkland S
Marvin Slind S
Leah Marie Smelser S
Stuart Smith L
Symra Society
Solglimt Lodge Sons 

Of Norway 
Marilyn D. Somdahl L
Tyrone Steen S
Carole Stempfley L
Kathleen Stokker L
Jim Sturtevant S
Robert Tauscher S
Gordy Thorpe L
Robert Tollund L
Jack Tunheim S
Arlen Twedt S
Ole Tweet L
Ingrid Urberg B
Elizabeth  

Weis-Nord S
Sandra Ulsaker 

Wiese S

L = Lifetime Member  P = Patron Member  S = Sustaining Member  B = 2020 Board Member

The Norwegian-American Historical Association gratefully acknowledges the following 
supporters. All contributions were received between January 1 and December 31, 2020. 

O U R 
S U P P O R T E R S

Denise Lindgren created 
the Nathan and Denise 

Lindgren Endowed Fund 
for the NAHA Archives 

in 2020 with a generous 
gift in memory of her 
late husband, Nathan. 

The fund will support an 
array of archival activities, 
including the acquisition, 
preservation, processing, 
and sharing of collections.



Michael Willadsen
Jill Wright S
John Xavier

UP TO $99
Donald Ambroson
American American 

Association for 
Runic Studies

Cristopher Anderson
Marcia Anderson
Marvin Anderson
Roger Anderson
Verlyn Anderson L
Carl Arneson L 

Paul Arneson
Sandra Atkins
Faye Auchenpaugh
Pamela Barrows
Howard Baumgart
Kathryn Bell L
Alan Berdahl
Charles Berdahl
Donna Bergan L
Brad Bjornstad
Carl Blegen
Elizabeth Boe
Joel Botten
Erik Brakstad
Thomas Branigar L
Dr. and Mrs.  

Per Brevig
Aimee Brown
Sarah and Ben Buck
June Bunting
Dora Burdick
Kaye Campbell
Marlene Chatain
Aleta Chossek
John and Ann 

Christenson
Marian 

Christopherson L
Victoria Cihla
Elizabeth Clancey
Carol Colburn
Jenna Coughlin
Susan Cowan
Karen Cranston
Mary Dalbotten
Arthur Daltas
Kristin DeKuiper
Pati Dirks
Kari Dorer
Dan Dressen
Loiell Dyrud
Kay A Elliasen
Cheryl Enger
Jinx A Engstrom
Lizabeth Erickson 
Sue Erickson
Kathryn Ericson
Robert Espeseth L
James Evans
Earl and Shirley 

Evenstad
Anne Marie Farning

Mary Ferraro
Karen Fjeseth-Sickler
Christine Florez
Sharon Fortunak L
Greg Frank
S. Froiland
Tulla Froyen
Frederick Gilbert
Laurann Gilbertson
Hildur Gleason
Darrel Gonyea
Dee Anna Grimsrud
Gracia Grindal B
Kirsti Grodahl
Kevin Groethe
Lori Gundberg
Norma and Dale 

Gunderson
Joy Hallof
Lynn Halverson
Arne Halvorsen
Ardie Halvorson
Karen Hansen
Dale Hanson
Eric Hanson
Rachel Hanson
Lily Tofteland 

Hartmann
Blaine Hedberg
Steve Heimerle
Sandra Hendrickson
Bob Hickcox
Mary M Hill
Nancy Hill
James Hinderaker
Alexander Hobson
Carla Hofland
Donald Hoganson
Ernest Hoidal
Torild Homstad L
Jean Humeniuk
Huntington Library 
Theodore Huseby
Jeffrey Ilstrup
Sanford Ilstrup
Ella Inglebret
William Injerd
Mari-Ann Kind 

Jackson
Mary Jeanne 

Jacobsen
Nancy Jacobsen
Thomas Jacobson
Marilyn James
Carolyn Jennings
Shelley Jerviss
David Jessup
John Johnsen
Audrey Johnson L
Bernt Johnson L
Brita Johnson
David Johnson
Gratia Johnson
James Johnson L
Janice Johnson
Lynda Johnson 
Mark Johnson

Gwen Jones
Ann Kathan
Dana Kelly
Jodi Kiffmeyer
Roald Kindem
Kris Kirby
Rita Kurtz
Juliane Kvalbein
Solfrid Ladstein
John Laird
Thomas E. Lanman
Anne Larson
Cheryl Larson
Lars Larson L
Jonna Laster
Kent Lestrud
Karen Libke
Duane Lindberg L
Erik and Sally 

Lindell
Lindell Library 
Alice Lingen
Valborg Fletre Linn L
Margaret Listug
Katrina Little
Denise Logeland
Barbara Loken 
Iona Loken L
Jill Lovik
Eric and Cynthia 

Lund
Ingrid Lund
Jennifer Lund
Karen MacCarter
Judith E Mathison
Ronald Mathison
Diane Matson
Kate Meckel
Wayne Milestone
Patricia Miller
Mary Milroy-Ellis
Robert Minish
Linda Mohn
Tracey Moore
Elizabeth Muench
Joel Myklebust
Jeanette Nelson
Robert Nelson
Kirstin Neumann
James Newland
Joan Niehaus
Jane Nordhorn
Anna Norman
Norwegian Glee Club 

Ladies Auxiliary
Michael Ofjord L
Lowell Olberg
Susan Olsen
George Olson
Nancy Olson
Lois Olsrud
Lawrence Onsager
Susan Orfila
Dan and Naomi 

Palmquist
Diane Pedrosa
Bob Peterson

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Doug Bratland, design and communications 
Luther College, office space and supplies
St. Olaf College, space and support
Ryleigh Beers, Claire Drewes, Zoe Golden, Audrey Hoehner,  

Chloe Joy, Erin Magoon, Alyssa Moore, Ohlmacher,  
Julia Walter, public history interns

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE
Kristin Garey, in honor of Paul Rolvaag

Leslee Lane Hoyum, in honor of Lois Rand

Kathy Lorenz, in honor of Dale Hovland

Liv Paulson Norderhaug, in honor of Steve Johnson

Carole Stempfley, in memory of Hazel Johnson Stempfley  
and her Norwegian ancestors

Frederic Giere, in memory of Lloyd Hustvedt

Gordon Boardman, in memory of Mabel Elizabeth Hanson

Howard and Adele Fosser, in memory of Orville and Olga (Boxrud) 
Swenson; Henry and Mabel (Isaacson) Fosser

Janet Lovell Miller, in memory of John Lovell

Lily Tofteland Hartmann, in memory of Sandi Johnson

Liv Hustvedt, in memory of Lloyd and Ester Hustvedt

Liv Paulson Norderhaug, in memory of Archie Talbot, Darrell M. 
Paulson, Durwood D. Ohm, Jane Stamstad, Wade E. Davick

Nicole Husnik, in memory of Jacqueline Henry

Pati Dirks, in memory of Raymond Hartmann

Marilyn Somdahl, in memory of Elva Steffenson and R. Lee Brown

Ringerike-Drammen Districts Lag in memory of Elva Steffenson

Ruth Crane, in memory of Luther Forde

Sandra Gilbert, Lizabeth Erickson, and Barbara Loken,  
in memory of Luther Fjelstad. 

Eunice Peterson
Paul and Margy 

Peterson
Chellie Pingree
Priscilla Pope
Joan Powell
Richard Preston
Sally Pundt
Steven P Ray
Marie Renneke
Heidi Renz
Scott Richardson B
Susan Riley
David Ringstad
Kristin Risley
Paul and Charlotta 

Rokke L
Ann Romo L
Richard Rortvedt
Donald Rorvig
Garry Rossing
Gregory Rossing
Arnold Samuelsen
Leland Sather
Peter Satren
Barb Schmitt
Linda Schoenleben

Caroline Schwartz
Suzanne Severs
Dale Severson
Susan Severson
Amy Shaw
Kristafer Skjervold
James Skree
Herb Solberg
Allan Solomonson L
Rondi Solverson
Pamella Solwey
Laurie Sommers
Katherine Sovik-

Siemens
Kory Srock
Mary Steele
Solveig Steendal
Peter Storvick
Torvild Sveen
Jerry Swan
Eric Swanson
Roger and Pat Sween L
Peter Syrdahl
Esther Tatley
Donald Teigen
Gregg Thompson
Allan Thoreson L

Signe Thorsen
Howard and Julie 

Thorsheim
Edith Thorstensson L
Kenneth Tolo
Lowell Torkelson
Christine Trost
Lisa-Brit Wahlberg
Louis Wangberg
Roger Wangen
Roger Wangsness
Carol Webster
Rochelle Weiser
Cynthia Wentland
Nancy Wheeler
Joel Wilhelm
Gary Williams
Vincent Williams L
David Williamson
Paul Wiste L
Marian Wolf
Jerry Wright
Rene Yndestad
Marilyn Yoder
Kirsten Zillmer
Nils Olav Østrem B



Norwegian-American Historical  
Association Board of Directors

Scott Knudson, President

Kim Kittilsby, Vice President

Ronald Johnson, Secretary

Kyle Jansson, Treasurer

Kristin Anderson

Annette Atkins

Marit Barkve

Kari Lie Dorer

Dan Dressen

Essam Elkorghli

Gracia Grindal

Arnstein Hjelde

Jim Honsvall

Ann Marie Legreid

Terje Leiren

Debbie Miller

Karen Lillehaugen Nasby

Daron Olson

Scott Richardson

Paul Rolvaag

Marci Sortor

Ingrid Urberg

Kristen Walseth

Outgoing 2020 Board Members

Dennis Gimmestad, President

Dave Holt

Bruce Willis

Nils-Olav Østrem

Staff

Amy Boxrud, Executive Director

Anna M. Peterson, Editor

Kristina Warner, Archivist

Marisa Campanaro,  
Project Imaging Archivist

Karen Annexstad Humphrey,  
Senior Advancement OfficerWe want to recognize you! If you have included the association in your estate plans, or if you 

believe you should be included in our Leadership Circle, please let us know. For more information 
on our Legacy and Leadership Circles, contact Amy Boxrud at naha@stolaf.edu. 

*Deceased  
**Gifts have been received by December31, 2020 and do not include membership or event or tour fees.

*Deceased 

Our Legacy Circle honors those who have included 
NAHA in their estate planning.

Marian Aaker*
Jan and Josefa Anderson*
Barbara Bauman*
Amy Boxrud
Valborg and Carl Chrislock*
Carlin Dahler*
G.A. Ellestad*
Norman Erickson* 
Rakel Erickson* 
Rolf Erickson*
Ray Finberg*
Dennis Gimmestad
Gunnar Gunderson*
Rev. Richard Halom
Blaine Hedberg
James E. Heg* 

W I T H  S P E C I A L  T H A N K S

GOLD LEVEL 
$100,000+
Harriet Hustvedt*
Lois Jorstad*
State of Minnesota Arts & 

Cultural Heritage Fund
O. Jay Thomson 

SILVER LEVEL 
$30,000–$99,999
Ruth Hanold Crane
Carlin Dahler*
Sanford Fosholt*
James E. Heg*
Lloyd and Ester Hustvedt*
Odmund Hydle*
Thrivent (formerly Lutheran 

Brotherhood)
William O. Running*
Grethe Seim*
Ella Rolvaag Tweet*
Ruth Vigness*
Harry Williams* 

The Leadership Circle recognizes the generous donors 
whose lifetime gifts to the association have reached  
$10,000 or more.**

BRONZE LEVEL  
$10,000–$29,999
Anonymous 
Jan and Josefa Anderson*
Karen Davidson
Rolf Erickson*
Luther Forde*
Katherine Hanson
Ella and Kaare Nygaard 

Foundation
Lawrence Hauge*
Eva and Einar Haugen*
Jackie Henry*
David Hill
Dave Holt
Liv Hustvedt
Nils and Marie Lang-Ree
Denise and Nate* Lindgren
Joan Losen
Leif Melgaard*
Berit T. Mesarick*
Marion and Lila Nelson*
Todd and Kristin Nichol 
Alfred D. Olson*

Margaret Hayford O’Leary*
Brit Aabakken Peterson*
Minnesota Historical Society
Lois Rand 
David and Lee Rokke
Royal Norwegian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs
Brian Rude
Grethe Seim*
Lloyd and Anne Svendsbye*
Jack Tunheim
Ole and Ruth Tweet
Frank Tysver
Bruce Willis
Solveig Zempel

Jackie Henry*
Freda Hovden*
Ester Hustvedt* 
Harriet Hustvedt*
Odmund Hydle*
Lois Jorstad* 
Kim Kittilsby
Harold Larson*
Carl and Laura Wendt Lokke*
Elsie Melby*
Leif Melgaard*
Berit T. Mesarick* 
Thor Ohme*
Margaret Hayford O’Leary* 
Jane L. Rinden* 
Oistein and Elizabeth Rowe Roed*

Cynthia Elyce Rubin
William O. Running* 
Ella Rolvaag Tweet*
Grethe Seim*
Marilyn Sorenson
Lillian Thorsness* 
Ruth Vigness* 
Knut Magnus Wefald*
Nancy Wick*
Harry Williams* 


