
Inspiring 
connections 
to Norwegian-
American 
experiences 
through discovery, 
scholarship, and 
stewardship

Unidentified photo from 
the Anton Olsen Satrang 
papers, 1880–1940 

ANNUAL 
REPORT



ARCHIVES

2022 BY THE NUMBERS

7,500+ 700+ 180+
Research  

and material 
requests

34 
Donations  

added to our 
archives

7 5 
Items  

digitized
Minutes of 

oral histories 
transcribed

Student 
internships

In-house 
researchers from 

Scandinavia

B  In October, we celebrated the 
completion of our new climate-
controlled vault during a visit 
from Her Majesty Queen 
Sonja of Norway. A program in 
Rølvaag Memorial Library highlighted 
our collections, our preservation 
efforts, and the research that students 
are doing in the NAHA Archives. 
The opening of the new vault marks a 
new chapter of collaboration in nearly 
a century of partnership between 
NAHA and St. Olaf College. 

B  Throughout 2022, we digitized 
significant portions of 
the 1925 Norse-American 
Centennial Collection. This 
project was made possible by the 
people of Minnesota through a 
nearly $87,000 grant funded by 
the Minnesota Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund. We also digitized 
35mm slides from the 
American Birkebeiner Ski 
Foundation collection and 
items from the Temperance 
Movement Papers, in 
cooperation with the 
Minnesota Digital Library.

(TOP) NAHA Archivist Kristina Warner describes our preservation efforts to Her Majesty Queen Sonja. 
(BOTTOM LEFT) During the program, students Teague Peterson-McGuire, Skye Federation, and Leah Berdahl 
read from immigrant letters and diaries in the NAHA collection. (BOTTOM RIGHT) Caroline Flaten was one of 
four students who presented their archival research to Queen Sonja. 
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EVENTS
B  In April, our virtual event, Transatlantic 
Frameworks, featured the emerging scholarship of two 
of our members. Miranda Moen presented “Ethnicity, 
Class, and Regional Building Styles: The Foundation of 
Immigrant Architecture.” Henrik Olav Mathiesen shared 
“Early Transatlantic Correspondence and Translocal 
Communication Structures: The Case of the Vossing Letters 
from the Nesheim Books.” The event was moderated by 
historian Annette Atkins, a NAHA board member.
B  In June, more than a dozen North American members 
of NAHA attended a seminar at the Norwegian 
Emigrant Museum in Ottestad, Norway. The 
conference theme was “Nordic Identity Formation in a 
Transnational Context,” hosted by NAHA-Norge, our 
partner organization in Norway. 

 Following the seminar, NAHA offered its week-
long Artistry and Industry of Norway tour. 
Participants traveled from Oslo to Bergen, exploring the 
cultural, industrial, and agricultural history of southern 
Norway. Stops included Oslo’s new Munch Museum and 
Deichmann Bjørvika Library; Heddal Stave Church; the 
Rjukan-Notodden Industrial Heritage Site; the Telemark 
Canal; fish and fruit farms in the Hardanger region; the 
Oleana knitwear factory; and Trollhaugen, the home of 
composer Edvard Grieg. 
B  In October, nearly a hundred members enjoyed our 
biennial member meeting. The day included four 
engaging presentations, a Nordic-themed lunch, news 
from NAHA leadership, and the election of new board 
members. Our theme was Norwegian Americans in the 
Twin Cities, and it included the launch of our latest 
book, The Heart of the Heartland: Norwegian American 
Community in the Twin Cities. Author David C. Mauk 
gave the keynote presentation.

(TOP) Artistry and Industry of Norway tour participants enjoyed an overnight at the 
historic Dalen Hotel in Telemark. (BOTTOM LEFT) NAHA members Mike Oiseth, John 
and Birgitte Christianson, and Dennis Gimmestad caught up at our biennial member 
meeting. (BOTTOM RIGHT) NAHA Editor Anna Peterson (right) guided the Artistry 
and Industry tour and Executive Director Amy Boxrud served as host. 

Several NAHA events are recorded and available online —  
look for them on the Events page of our website. 

B  Throughout the year, we continued 
actively collecting materials, assisting 
researchers, and expanding our digital 
repositories. Some significant 
additions to the archives 
included the Ivar and Hulda Aas/Aus 
family papers, 1938–2021; the Olaf 
M. Wangensteen papers, 1896–circa 
1980; and the Harstad/Fjeldstad/
Gilbertson family papers. 

(LEFT) Photo taken at the home of Reverend Onerheim in Madison, 
Minnesota, from the Olaf M. Wangensteen papers, 1896–1980. (RIGHT) 
From the 1925 Norse-American Centennial Collection.



INTERNSHIPS AND AWARDS
Each year, NAHA offers internships for students to pursue their interests and gain practical experience in archives, public history, and 
nonprofit management. Many of these internships are made possible with funding from the Sigvald Quale Norwegian Society Fund. 

B  In the fall of 2022, NAHA released 
Volume 40 of our scholarly journal, 
Norwegian-American Studies, 
published in cooperation with the University 
of Minnesota Press. The journal is dedicated 
to showcasing the best work in the field of 
Norwegian-American studies, including 
the related disciplines of history, literature, 
religion, art, and cultural studies. 

This year’s featured journal articles:

•	 “The Development of an Ethnic Colony: 
Stoughton, Wisconsin 1850-1920,” by  
Trond Espen Teigen Bjoland

•	 “An Immigrant Woman Views Niagara:  
The Letters and Sketches of Linka Preus,”  
by Gracia Grindal

•	 “Waldemar Ager, Realism, and Woman 
Suffrage,” by Greg Kocken

•	 “Elisabeth Koren and Her Letters Home,”  
by Øyvind T. Gulliksen

The journal also includes photographic features, 
book reviews, works-in-progress, and updates on 
teaching, learning, and researching in the field of 
Norwegian-American studies. In addition to our 
print edition, free digital access to the journal and 
all past issues are available to NAHA members on 
the Project MUSE digital library. 

NAHA members also received our newest 
publication, Heart of the Heartland: 
Norwegian American Community in 
the Twin Cities by David C. Mauk. The 
book was co-published with the Minnesota 
Historical Society Press.

NEW FELLOWSHIPS In 2022, NAHA created two new opportunities for researchers. The NAHA Archives 
Fellowship, made possible thanks to the generosity of an anonymous donor, will encourage research using the 
NAHA collections. The NAHA Publications Fellowship will stimulate scholarship in the field of Norwegian-American 
studies that results in a manuscript. The first application deadline for our fellowships is October 1, 2023, and we 
plan to make our first awards in January of 2024. Keep an eye on our website for more details. 

PUBLICATIONS

(LEFT TO RIGHT) Norse-American Studies in the Digital Humanities Interns Eric Moe '23 and Ryan Kiser '23 created a digital history project using 
primary sources from the 1925 Norse American Centennial Collection. The internship was made possible thanks to funding from the St. Olaf College 
Norwegian department.  Helen White was a NAHA Archives Outreach intern. In addition to promoting awareness of the archives, she developed a 
digital history project on Norwegians in Texas.  Helen Murphy was a practicum student from the Information School at the University of Wisconsin 
at Madison. She worked for NAHA cataloging and transcribing oral interviews.  NAHA awarded Mattea Diedrich of Luther College our Odd S. 
Lovoll Award in Norwegian-American Studies. The award recognizes originality, excellence, and creativity in undergraduate research and writing. 
Diedrich’s winning essay explores Norwegian-American ethnic identity at Washington Prairie Cemetery, Winneshiek County, Iowa. It will appear in 
Volume 41 of Norwegian-American Studies. 
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SUMMARY OF EXPENSES

Salaries and benefits $193,498 55%

Administrative,  
programs, supplies $72,616 21%

Publications $34,690 10%

Development initiatives $32,475 9%

Contract labor $19,075 5%

TOTAL $352,354 100%

Full financials are available upon request.  
Contact naha@stolaf.edu or call 507-786-3221.

INVESTED FUND BALANCES 
Market value as of December 31, 2022

Ole Edvart Rølvaag Memorial Fund $1,143,412

Other Operations $198,831

Blegen Bjork Publications Fund $999,520

Other Publications $41,270

Fosholt Hydle Archives Fund $310,455

Nathan and Denise Lindgren Endowed 
Fund for the NAHA Archives $54,689

Archives Fellowship Fund $22,815

Other Archives $407,790

Sigvald Quale Norwegian Society Fund $271,704

TOTAL                                           $3,450,486

FUNDING FOR OPERATIONS

Distributions from investments $133,746 38%

Grants income $86,689 25%

Donations (for operations) $63,335 18%

Membership fees $35,161 10%

Temporarily restricted $24,575 7%

Other sources $8,848 2%

TOTAL $352,354 100%
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The Norwegian-American Historical Association gratefully acknowledges the following 
supporters. All contributions were received between January 1 and December 31, 2022. 

OUR SUPPORTERS

$20,000+
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$5,000-19,999
Anonymous
Daphne L. Davidson
Dennis A. Gimmestad
Ann M. Legreid†
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Karen Nasby†

Scott† and Patricia Richardson
Martin Seim
Bruce and Elizabeth Willis

$2,000-4,999
Clair D. Husby
Deborah L. Miller†

Paul Rolvaag†

Frank A. Tysver
Solveig Zempel

$1,000-1,999
David J. Hardy
Elaine E. Hasleton
Dave Holt
Ruth Kahn
Kim H. Kittilsby†

Scott Knudson†

Sognefjordlaget
Marilyn D. Somdahl

$500-999
Amy Boxrud and  

Doug Bratland
David and Ruth Christ
John and Birgitte 

Christianson
Karen F. Davidson
Karen Morton Doty
Sonja Hillestad
Charles W. and Karen 

Annexstad Humphrey
Kyle Jansson† and  

Carol Harding
Susan Knecht
Philip and Susan Larson
Terje I. Leiren†

Patricia Miller
John† and Linda Nilson
Daniel and Kristin Riley†

Stuart W. Smith
Kevin Tvedt
Ole Tweet
Kristen† and Dan Walseth

$250-499
Kristin M. Anderson†

Mark I. Bjorgo
Thomas Branigar
Camilla Cai
James M. Christianson
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Richard Flisrand
Kristin Rolvaag Garey
Liv Marit Haakenstad
Katherine Hanson
James Honsvall†

Jeffrey O. Huset
Gary T. Johnson 
John Karevoll
Robert L Kittelson
Rachel L. Knudsen
Odd S. Lovoll
Laura Manning
William C. Melton
Lawrence W. Onsager
Wayne A. Rohne
Linda Schwartz
Joseph M. Shaw
Kaaren Slawson
Paula Soholt
Arlen Twedt

$100-249
Kristen Akre
Donald Ambroson
Arlow and Mary Andersen
Chris and Rev. Terrie Rae 

Anderson
Kathleen Anderson
R. W. Anderson
Karen Appeldoorn
Merrill C. Austin
Beverly Bachelder
Douglas A. Bakken
Marit Barkve†

Katherine Barnett
Pamela Barrows
Betty Ann Bergland
Kenneth M. Bergo
Gordon Charles Boardman
Joel Botten
Sue Boxrud
Phyllis Leifson Breddin
Helen Carter
Gerhard M. Cartford
LaVaughn Craig
Arthur Daltas
LeAnn Dean
Gary De Krey

Elaine Bjorgan Duxbury
Sherry Einerson
Richard Engan
John and Kathleen V. Erickson
Robert D. Espeseth
Karen E. Everett
Mark Fjelstad
Howard and Adele Fosser
J. S. Futcher
Susan Gedestad
Janet K. Geronime
Eric W. Greenfeldt
Dee Anna Grimsrud
Gracia Grindal†

Harlan D. Grinde
Joseph Grodahl
Janet E. Guthrie
Cynthia Hall-Duran
Richard Halom
Marilyn Hansen
Dale Hanson
Lily Tofteland Hartmann
Gale and Rosemary Hatleberg
Leif C. Hatlen
Carol Heen
Charles Hellie
Carla Hofland
Michael Hovland
Leslee Lane Hoyum
Dean and Dawn Huseby
Carolyn Jennings
Louise Fosholt Jesson
Cynthia Johnson
Kirt Johnson
Lowell E. Johnson
Mark Johnson
Marika Josephson
Carl R. Karlsson
Ann Kathan
Tim and Lisa Kittilsby
Joann Kleber
John Laird
Nils and Marie Lang-Ree
Lars Erik Larson
Jane Laurence
Robyn Leer
Duane R. Lindberg
Sharon Loe
Helen Loing

Unidentified photo from the Olav Lee papers, 1880–1838. 



Roald Lokken
Jill Lovik
Ingrid Lund
Mike Lynch
John Mahlum
Barbara Ann Miller
Mark Mortenson
Beverly Nagel
Barbara Nelson
Harland S. Nelson
Imogene Nelson
Jeanette Stolee Nelson
James Newland
Elaine C. Nordlie
Peggy Norris
Norskedalen
Betty Norvold
Michael Oiseth
Daron W. Olson†

N. Thomas Olson
Nancy Sand Olson
John M. Ophaug
Christian Overland
James Paulsen
Peter W. Percy
John E. Peterson
Paul and Margy Peterson
Roberta Preston
Elloyce Queensland
Barbara Quissell
Fredric L. Quivik
David J. Ringstad
Kristin A. Risley
Vernon Paul Rood
Richard Rortvedt
Gregory Carl Rossing
Cynthia Elyce Rubin
Brian and Karen Rude
Hildegarde Sanderson
Lora N. Sanford
Shirley Lillehaugen Santoro
Kathleen Bergan Schmidt
Linda Schoenleben
John D. Serkland
Marvin G. Slind
Leah Marie Smelser
Allan G. Solomonson
Sons Of Norway Solglimt Lodge
Tyrone Steen
Carole Stempfley
Marc Stengel
Eric Swanson
Symra Literary Society
Esther B. Tatley
Robert R. Tollund
O. Jay Tomson
John R. Tunheim
Ingrid Urberg†

Norman and Karen Vinnes
Roger Wangen
Evelyn Wegner
Jerry Wright

UP TO $99
Pam Aakhus
American Association 

for Runic Studies
Cristopher Anderson

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Doug Bratland, graphics and communications
Dale Hovland, archives volunteer
Luther College, office space and supplies
St. Olaf College, space and support

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE
Lily Toffeland Hartmann, in memory of William Current, Daniel Ekanger, and Larry Maeda
Marilyn D. Somdahl, in memory of Edna (Holen) Dahlen,  

Ruth and Helmer Dahlen, and Ron Dahlen
Karen Annexstad Humphrey, in honor of the 50th wedding anniversary 

of Richard and Kathryn Olsen Ericson
Laurel Hale, in memory of Palmer LeRoy Florness
David and Ruth Christ, in honor of Anne Urness Gesme
Elaine Hasleton, in memory of Ella Toft Helgeson
Sons of Norway Grondal Lodge, in memory of Ernest Hoidal
Deborah Miller, in memory of Mary Hove
Amy Boxrud, in memory of Edith Logeland
Liv Paulson Norderhaug, in memory of Doris “Dori” Lund
Patricia Miller, in memory of Lucille R. Miller
Amy Boxrud, John Christianson, Ruth Crane, Karen Humphrey, Brian Rude 

and O. Jay Tomson, in memory of Lois Rand
Martin Seim, in memory of Mrs. Grethe Seim
Peggy Norris, in memory of the Tryggeseth and Heyerdahl families

Harry H. Anderson
Marcia G. Anderson
Martha Anderson
Teresa Anderson
Theodore Anderson
Carole Arenson
Carl F. Arneson
Sandra Atkins
Susan Balding
Allen Barkve
Jill Beatty
Gretchen Urnes Beito
Kathryn J. Bell
Kristell Benson
Charles Berdahl
Lon Berg
Dan Bergeson
Loren Bernardi
Ellen Bernards
Karen Bjoro
Jason Bouwman
Roger Bracken
Erik Brakstad
Patty Bridgman
Eleanor Brinsko
Sverre Broen
Sarah and Ben Buck
Dora Mae Burdick
Erika Campbell
Aleta Chossek
Marian J. Christopherson
Carol Colburn
Marilyn Cooper
Susan Cowan
Karen C. Cullen
Mary S. Dalbotten
Loiell Dyrud
Susan Eckert
Charlene Edwards
Phillip L. Edwardson
Carol Egly
Gary Eidsvold
Ruth Ellenwood
Kimberly Emery
David Engen
Sue Erickson
Kathryn Ericson
Earl and Shirley Evenstad
Anne Marie Farning
Karen Fjeseth-Sickler
Alan Freeland
Cheryl Larson Freitag
S. Philip Froiland
Tulla K. Froyen
Frederick Gilbert
Laurann Gilbertson
Hildur Gleason
Darrel Gonyea
Clarice Goodrick
Nancy Gossell
Mary Gross
David Hakensen
Laurel P. Hale
Joy A. Hallof
Lynn Halverson
Signe Hanson
Kent Harrington
Candace Haugtvedt
Blaine Hedberg

Steve Heimerle
Sandra Hendrickson
Ronald Hendrix
Marlin Henjum
Scott Hermanson
James Holden
Torild Homstad
LeAnn Hookom
Jean Humeniuk
Theodore Huseby
Sanford Ilstrup
Ella Inglebret
Nancy Jacobsen
Thomas Jensen
Bernt B. Johnson
Brita Johnson
David Johnson
Gratia Johnson
Janice Johnson
Lynda Johnson
Ruth Johnson
Sherry Johnson
Gwen Jones
Karen Karlsen
Dana Kelly
Jean Knaak
Rita Kurtz
Solfrid Ladstein
Thomas E. Lanman
Anna Marie Larson
Anne Larson
Cheryl M. Larson
Timothy Larson
Donna L. Libal
Lindell Library
Katrina Little
Iona Hystad Loken
Eric and Cynthia Lund
Jennifer L. Lund
Ronald Mathison

Wayne Milestone
Mary Milroy-Ellis
Scott Moe
Linda M. Mohn
Tracey Moore
Jeff Mueller
Barbara Nelson
James Nelson
Robert W. Nelson
Pam K. Nerhus
Liv Paulson Norderhaug
Paula Nordhem
Anna Norman
Michael I. Ofjord
George Olson
Susan Orfila
Sherilyn Owren
Bob Peterson
Erlend Peterson
Chellie Pingree
Priscilla Pope
LuAnn Prescher
Jennifer Prestholdt
Andrew Ragnes
Steven P. Ray
Stan Reep
Marie J. Renneke
Shirley Rogers
Paul and Charlotta Rokke
Ann Romo
Georgia M. Rosendahl
Alan Roskos
William G. Ross
Garry Rossing
Jerome Rud
Anna Rue†

Thomas C. Sando
Leland B. Sather
Peter J. Satren
Barb Schmitt

Caroline R. Schwartz
Inez M. Schwarzkopf
Susan Severson
Kristafer Skjervold
James Skree
Pamella Solwey
Sons of Norway  

Trollheim Lodge
Caryl Stalick
Susan Stavig
Jan Strand
Joyce Sundrum
Terry Sveine
Jerry Swan
Donald W. Thompson
Gregg Thompson
Oliver Thompson
Allan R. Thoreson
Signe Thorsen
Edith Thorstensson
Kenneth Tolo
Lowell Torkelson
Christine Trost
James B. Vigen
Mark Voxland
Bonnie Walter
Richard A. Wang
Roger Wangsness
Kenneth E. Williams
David Williamson
Paul Wiste
Randall Witter
John E. Xavier
Joyce M. Young
John Zanmiller
Kirsten Zillmer

† Denotes 2022 
Board Member



Marian Aaker*
Josefa Anderson*
Barbara Bauman*
Amy Boxrud
Valborg and Carl 

Chrislock*
Carlin Dahler*
Gary De Krey
G. A. Ellestad*
Norman Erickson* 
Rakel Erickson* 
Rolf Erickson*
Ray Finberg*
Dennis Gimmestad
Gunnar Gunderson*
Rev. Richard Halom
Blaine Hedberg
James E. Heg* 
Jackie Henry*
Freda Hoven
Ester Hustvedt* 
Harriet Hustvedt*
Odmund Hydle*
Lois Jorstad* 
Jeffey Kindseth
Kim Kittilsby

Harold Larson*
Anne Marie Legried
Carl and Laura 

Wendt Lokke*
Elsie Melby*
Leif Melgaard*
Berit T. Mesarick*
Thor Ohme* 
Margaret Hayford 

O’Leary* 
Jane L. Rinden* 
Oistein and Elizabeth 

Rowe Roed*
Cynthia Elyce Rubin
Brian Rude
William O. Running* 
Grethe Seim*
Marilyn Sorensen
Dennis Sorheim*
Lillian Thorsness*
Ella Rolvaag Tweet* 
Ruth Vigness*
Knut Magnus 

Wefald*
Nancy Wick*
Harry Williams*  

GOLD 
LEVEL
($100,000+) 
Harriet Hustvedt*
Lois Jorstad*
Saint Olaf College
State of Minnesota 

Arts & Cultural 
Heritage Fund

O. Jay Tomson

SILVER 
LEVEL
($30,000–
$99,999)  

Anonymous
Ruth Hanold Crane
James E. Heg*
Lloyd and Ester 

Hustvedt*
Ronald and Janet 

Johnson
Denise and Nate* 

Lindgren
Joan Losen
William O. Running*
Grethe Seim*
Ella Rolvaag Tweet*
Ruth Vigness*
Bruce Willis

BRONZE 
LEVEL
($10,000–
$29,999)  

Josefa Anderson*
Barbara Baumann*
Daphne Davidson
Karen Davidson
Luther Forde*
Dennis Gimmestad
Nancy Gossell
Katherine Hanson
Jackie Henry*
David Hill
Dave Holt
Liv Hustvedt
Ann Marie Legried
Berit T. Mesarick*
Todd and Kristin 

Nichol 
Margaret Hayford 

O’Leary*
Lois Rand* 
David and Lee* Rokke
Brian Rude
Martin Seim
Marilyn Somdahl
Dennis Sorheim*
Lloyd and Anne 

Svendsbye*
Ole and Ruth Tweet
Frank Tysver
Jack Tunheim
Solveig Zempel

We want to recognize you! 
If you have included the association in 
your estate plans, or if you believe you 
should be included in our Leadership 
Circle, please let us know. For more 
information on our Legacy and 
Leadership Circles, please contact Amy 
Boxrud at naha@stolaf.edu. 	

The Leadership Circle recognizes 
the generous donors whose 

lifetime gifts to the association 
have reached $10,000 or more.**

*Deceased

The association honors  
those who have included NAHA 

in their estate planning. 

Norwegian-American Historical  
Association Board of Directors

Scott Knudson, President
Kristen Walseth, Vice President

Scott Richardson, Secretary
Kyle Jansson, Treasurer

Deborah Miller, At-Large Representative  
to the Executive Committee

Kristin Anderson
Annette Atkins
Kari Lie Dorer

Essam Elkorghli
Jason Engbrecht

Gracia Grindal
Arnstein Hjelde

Jim Honsvall
Jeff Kindseth

Ann Marie Legreid
Terje Leiren
John Nilson
Dan Riley

Paul Rolvaag
Anna Rue

Ingrid Urberg

Staff
Amy Boxrud, Executive Director

Anna M. Peterson, Editor

Kristina Warner, Archivist

Karen Annexstad Humphrey,  
Senior Advancement Officer

Nina Oldham, Administrative Assistant

W I T H  S P E C I A L  T H A N K S

(ABOVE) Nurses marching in a 1925 
Norse-American Centennial parade in 
Brooklyn. (BELOW) The start of the 
American Birkebeiner race in downtown 
Hayward, Wisconsin, circa 1980. 

**Gifts or pledges have been received by Dec. 31, 2022, and do 
not include membership, event, or tour fees. 


