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Clockwise, from top: Norwegian-American
editors tour in Norway, 1928, from the Carl

G. O. Hansen papers (P0543); “A Wild West
Wedding,” from the Helge Hoverstad papers
(P0547); Norwegian Folk Dancers of Chicago
present the Norwegian Midwest Princess
1961, from the Norwegian Clubs of Chicago

collection (P0278).
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DONATED MATERIALS

Throughout 2023, we continued to actively collect
the priceless primary sources that are safeguarded
in our archives. We accessioned more than 50
donations to our collection. Each is appreciated and
tells a unigue story. Some notable additions include:

Sons of Norway, Nidaros Lodge, Minneapolis

Olaf Halvorson Papers

The Reverend Thorstein Moen Diaries

Eidsvold Family Papers

Oddvar Hoidal Papers

GRANTS

In 2023, we wrapped up the digitization

of the 1925 Norse-American Centennial V‘ m
collection. This large project was made A
possible by the people of Minnesota /] A

through a nearly $87,000 grant funded AR~

by the Minnesota Arts and Cultural \CNIAET%I\RI
Heritage Fund. In addition, we received H}GN D SYL
nearly $10,000 to research Norwegians in  AMENDMENT

Minnesota for upcoming digital exhibits.

The Sons of Norway
Foundation awarded NAHA
a grant of nearly $4,000 for
the digitization of 16mm film
in the Campbell Norsgaard
collection, 1938-1946.
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NEW FELLOWSHIPS

In 2023, NAHA awarded two new annual fellowships

for research that will be conducted in 2024.

Archives Fellowship

Mona Holm,
PhD Fellow
University of Oslo

PROJECT:

“Migrant Feminism:
Norwegian-American
Women'’s Transnational Experiences.”
Holm will examine Norwegian-
American women’s perceptions of

the United States, and the American
Women'’s Rights Movement in
particular. She will explore how women
conveyed their views to their networks
both in Norway and America, and

how they contributed to a new public
sphere that changed Norway and

the Nordic countries. Thanks to an
anonymous donor, this $2,000 award
promotes new understandings of the
Norwegian-American experience.

In Volume 41:

- “Norwegian-American Women
Homesteaders in Brown County,
Minnesota,” by Caitlin Sackrison

- “Norwegian Baking on the
Prairie, 1851-1859: The Transition to
Wheat Flour and Leavened Bread
Seen Through the Letters, Diary
Entries, and Recipes of Linka Preus,
Elisabeth Koren, and Caja Munch,”
by Marika Josephson

Publications Fellowship

Marika
Josephson, PhD
Murphysboro, lll.

PROJECT:

“A Life in Lefse:

Anna Sekse
Kindem’s ‘Amerikabrev, Letters
to the Newspaper Hardanger,
1938-1976.” Josephson’s project is
based on a collection of newspaper
columns housed at the NAHA
Archives. Translated by former
NAHA archivist Charlotte Jacobson,
the columns make for a fascinating
collection that shines fresh light on
the second century of Norwegian
immigration. This $2,500 award is
available for research in the field
of Norwegian-American studies,
broadly defined.

—> The annual application
deadline for fellowships is
October 1. See our website
for more information, or
contact us with questions
at naha@stolafedu.

INTERNSHIPS
AND AWARDS

NAHA offers internships and
employment for students to explore
their interests and gain practical skills in
archives, public history, and nonprofit
management. Many of these experiences
are made possible with funding from the
Sigvald Quale Norwegian Society Fund.
In 2023, NAHA awarded Helen
White of St. Olaf College
our Odd S. Lovoll Award
in Norwegian-American
Studies. The award
recognizes originality,
excellence, and creativity
in undergraduate research
and writing. Helen’s winning
essay, “Dialectal Development and
Comparison: Norwegian Dialects in the
U.S. and Norway,” will appear in volume
42 of Norwegian-American Studies.
Katie Bergquist was our intern over
the summer of 2023. She helped to
process, catalog, and create promotional
materials for the Bygdelag papers
housed in our archives. Katie is a
St. Olaf College student majoring
in history and English, and she
has taken several semesters of
Norwegian—a helpful skill for
working with this collection.

In the fall of 2023, NAHA members received volume 41 of our scholarly journal,
Norwegian-American Studies, published in cooperation with the University of
Minnesota Press. The journal is dedicated to showcasing the best work in the
field of Norwegian-American studies, including the related disciplines of history,

literature, religion, art, and cultural studies.

- “The Norwegian-American
Biography of Uncle Tom'’s Cabin:
The Memorial Edition of 1897, by
Aasta Marie Bjorvand Bjerkay

- “Change in Norwegian-
American ldentity Expression,
as Seen through the Headstones
at Washington Prairie Lutheran
Church, 1864-1969,” by Mathea
Diedrich, our 2022 Odd S. Lovoll
Award winner

The journal also includes book
reviews, photographic features,
works-in-progress, and updates on
teaching, learning, and researching
in the field of Norwegian-American
studies. In addition to our print
edition, free digital access to the
journal and all past issues are
available to NAHA members on
the Project MUSE digital library.



EVENTS

JACOB FJELDE ART TOUR
OF MINNEAPOLIS

Dr. Kristin Anderson, professor of art

at Augsburg University, guided a tour

exploring the life and work of immigrant

sculptor Jacob Fjelde. Stops included

Augsburg University’s Lindell Library,

Minneapolis Central Library, Loring Park, Hennepin History
Museum, Lakewood Cemetery, and Minnehaha Park.

HEG BOOK RELEASE WITH
AUTHOR ODD S. LOVOLL

In July, NAHA partnered with Norway House and Ramsey
County Historical Society to host a book launch for Hans

Christian Heg and the Norwegian-American Experience.
Odd Lovoll’'s most recent book, published by the Minnesota
Historical Society Press, is the first full-length biography

of the Civil War hero, and illuminates the experiences of
Norwegian-American immigrants during that period.

NAHA holds regular events for its members and the public.
In 2023, we held four events, two of which were available virtually.
If you missed them, visit naha.stolafedu/events/.

PUTTING THE “STORY?”
IN FAMILY HISTORY

Our May member meetup explored
turning genealogical research into
meaningful family stories. The featured
speaker was author, historian, and
writing instructor Dr. Rachel Hanel,
associate professor at Minnesota State
University, Mankato.

SAMI COLLECTIONS AND
SAMI MUSEUMS IN THE
NORDIC COUNTRIES

Author Barbara Sjoholm gave a talk on

national museums in the Nordic countries

with significant collections of Sami

material culture. Her talk included the

Sami museums in Norway, Sweden, and

Finland that have been established over the past 50 years
and their role in the renaissance of Indigenous Sami music,
handicraft, and language restoration. The event was
co-hosted by the St. Olaf College Norwegian Department.

NAHA distributed
Colonel Hans
Christian Heg and
the Norwegian
American
Experience to
members in 2023.

Lovoll (left) is pictured here with
NAHA President Scott Knudson.



FUNDING FOR OPERATIONS

Distribution from investments $139,442 50%

SUMMARY OF EXPENSES

Salaries and benefits $160,092 58%
Administrative,

programs, supplies $68,679 24%
Contract labor $28,341 10%
Publications $22,385 8%
TOTAL $279,497 100%

Donations (for operations) $51,030 20%
Membership fees $39,276 14%
Operations reserves $43,004 14%
Other sources $6,745 2%
TOTAL $279,497 100%

INVESTED FUND BALANCES

Market value as of December 31, 2023

Ole Edvart Relvaag Memorial Fund $1,242,616
Other Operations $216,081
Blegen Bjork Publications Fund $1,086,240
Other Publications $44,851
Fosholt Hydle Archives Fund $337,390
David A. and Barbara A. Holt Endowed $11.983
Fund for the NAHA Archives ’
Nathan and Denise Lindgren Endowed

Fund for the NAHA Archives $RRI277
Archives Fellowship Fund $46,788
Other Archives $577,074

Sigvald Quale Norwegian Society Fund  $295,278

TOTAL $4,017,578
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The Norwegian-American Historical Association gratefully acknowledges the following
supporters. All contributions were received between January 1 and December 31, 2023.
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Doug Bratland, communications support
Dale Hovland, archives volunteer

Luther College, office space and supplies
St. Olaf College, space and support

Oliver Thompson
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Lowell Torkelson
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T Denotes 2023
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IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE

Amy Boxrud, Corinne Engstrand, Alyssa Hagedorn, Eunice Helgeson,
Sandra Hendrickson, Dale Hovland, Linda Mohn, Lynn Olson, Scott and Lisha Rand,
Howard and Joanne Rokke, Marilyn Somdahl, Gordy Thorpe, . M. Thorpe,
Amy Jo Thorpe-Swenson, in memory of Lee Rokke
Laurel Hale, in memory of Palmer LeRoy Florness Marilyn Somdahl, in memory of

Donna J. Dickinson

Elaine Hasleton, in memory of Engebret Olsen Krogstad

Melissa Hennrick, in memory of Ingeborg and John Thoreson

Mitchell Johnson, in memory of Annie May Johnson

Robert Kittelson, in memory of Mike Kittelson

Denise Logeland, in memory of Mary Jo Thorsheim

Patricia Miller, in honor of Debbie Miller

Liv Paulson Norderhaug, in memory of Arlene Rose Marie Korsmo,
Richard Lund, Eileen Stenbak Meggers, Goldie F. Schaaf, Lorraine Septon,
Emily P. Stadheim, and Albert Quie

Crystal Oakes, in memory of B. Franklin Norris

Michael Ofjord, in memory of Otto Ofjord

Marilyn Somdahl, in memory of Dale O. Thorstenson

Carole Stempfley, in memory of Hazel L. Johnson Stempfley

Philip Teigen, in memory of Clarice Teigen
Mary Jo Thorsheim, in memory of Edith Logeland
John Xavier, in memory of Rev. Nils Paul Xavier and Amanda Xavier



WITH SPECIAL THANKS

The Leadership Circle recognizes
the generous donors whose
lifetime gifts to the association
have reached $10,000 or more.**

GOLD
LEVEL

($100,000+)

Dave Holt

Harriet Hustvedt*

Lois Jorstad*

Saint Olaf College

State of Minnesota Arts &
Cultural Heritage Fund

O. Jay and Pat Tomson

SILVER
LEVEL

($30,000-$99,999)

Anonymous

Ruth Hanold Crane

Karen E Davidson

Dennis Gimmestad

Katherine Jane Hanson

James E. Heg*

Lloyd and Ester Hustvedt*

Scott G. and Elisa P
Knudson

Ronald J. and Janet E.
Johnson

Denise and Nate*
Lindgren

Joan Losen

Paul Rolvaag

William O. Running*

Grethe Seim*

Marilyn D. Somdahl

Ella Rolvaag Tweet*

Frank A. Tysver

Ruth Vigness*

Bruce and

Elizabeth Willis

BRONZE
LEVEL

($10,000-$29,999)

Anonymous

Josefa Anderson*

Barbara Baumann*

John and Birgitte
Christianson

Daphne L. Davidson

Luther Forde*

Nancy Gossell

Jackie Henry*

David Hill

Charles W. and Karen
Annexstad Humphrey

Liv Hustvedt

Kyle Jansson and
Carol Harding

Ann Marie Legried

Berit T. Mesarick*

Deborah L. Miller

Karen Nasby

Todd and Kristin Nichol

John and Linda Nilson

Margaret Hayford
O’Leary*

Lois Rand*

Scott and Patricia
Richardson

David and Lee* Rokke

Brian and Karen Rude

Dennis Sorheim*

Lloyd and Anne
Svendsbye*

Jack Tunheim

Ole and Ruth Tweet

Solveig and
Eldon Zempel

The association honors those
who have included NAHA
in their estate planning.

Marian Aaker* Kim Kittilsby

Josefa Anderson* Harold Larson*

Barbara Bauman* Anne Marie Legreid

Amy Boxrud Carl and Laura

Valborg and Wendt Lokke*
Carl Chrislock* Elsie Melby*

John N. Dahle* Leif Melgaard*

Carlin Dahler* Berit T. Mesarick*

Gary De Krey Thor Ohme*

G. A. Ellestad* Margaret Hayford
Norman Erickson* O’Leary*

Rakel Erickson* Jane L. Rinden*

Rolf Erickson* Oistein and Elizabeth
Ray Finberg* Rowe Roed*

Dennis Gimmestad Cynthia Elyce Rubin
Gunnar Gunderson* Brian and Karen Rude
Richard Halom William O. Running*
Blaine Hedberg Grethe Seim"

James E. Heg* Marilyn Sorensen

Jackie Henry* Dennis Sorheim*

Freda Hoven Lillian Thorsness*
Ester Hustvedt* Ella Rolvaag Tweet*
Harriet Hustvedt* Ruth Vigness*
Odmund Hydle* Knut Magnus Wefald*
Lois Jorstad* Nancy Wick*

Jeffrey Kindseth Harry Williams*

We want to recognize you!

If you have included the association in your
estate plans, or if you believe you should

be included in our Leadership Circle, please
let us know. For more information on our
Legacy and Leadership Circles, please contact
Amy Boxrud at naha@stolafedu.

*Deceased
**Gifts and pledges have been received by December 31, 2023,
and do not include membership, event, or tour fees.
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Norwegian-American Historical
Association Board of Directors

Scott Knudson, President
Kristen Walseth, Vice President
Scott Richardson, Secretary
Kyle Jansson, Treasurer

Deborah Miller,
At-Large Representative
to the Executive Committee

Kristin Anderson
Annette Atkins
Kari Lie Dorer
Essam Elkorghli
Jason Engbrecht
Gracia Grindal
Arnstein Hjelde
Jim Honsvall
Jeff Kindseth
Ann Marie Legreid
Terje Leiren
John Nilson
Dan Riley
Paul Rolvaag
Anna Rue

Ingrid Urberg

Staff
Amy Boxrud, Executive Director
Anna M. Peterson, Editor
Kristina Warner, Archivist

Karen Annexstad Humphrey,
Senior Advancement Officer

Jenny Wright,
Member-Donor Coordinator

THE NAHA BOARD
held its fall board meeting at
Vesterheim Museum in Decorah,
lowa. After the meeting, board
and staff members enjoyed

a reception and concert with
members of NORTANA —
Norwegian Researchers and
Teachers of North America.



